
Preacher/Celebrant: The Rev. Jerry Sather, Deacon: The Rev. Celeste Stump 

 

 
 

Please take a moment to silence your cellphone. Thank you.  

Please also note that our services are publicly livestreamed. 

 

Covid Safety Reminders 
We are happy to welcome you! For your health and safety, we strongly recommend all persons 
be vaccinated against COVID and influenza. Masks are not required, but encouraged,  
particularly for unvaccinated and immunocompromised persons. Please take advantage of our 
online worship to stay home if you are feeling unwell in any way. 
 

The flowers on the altar today have been given today by the Cole Family to the glory of God & in 
memory of Phyllis Cole, wife, mother, and former Altar Chapter chairwoman.  
 

 

Prelude                                                   

We welcome Pamela Maran as our guest organist this morning,  

and Anna Eakins and Susie Zimmerman as cantors. 
 

Please STAND as able, and join in singing. 

Angels from the Realms of Glory  Hymn #93, vv. 1-3 

3. Sages, leave your contemplations; 
brighter visions beam afar; 

seek the great Desire of nations; 
ye have seen his natal star: 

come and worship, come and worship 
worship Christ, the new-born King.  

Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom,  

 now and for ever. Amen. 

  

A † appears in the text where you may wish 
to make the sign of the cross over your body.  
Making the sign of the cross is a choice left to 

each worshipper. It is simply a way to en-
gage your entire body (not just your speech 

and mind) in worship and physically  
to signify embracing the blessing of God.  

1. Angels, from the realms of glory, 

wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

ye, who sang creation's story, 

now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

come and worship, come and worship 

worship Christ, the new-born King. 

2. Shepherds in the field abiding, 

watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with you is now residing, 

yonder shines the infant Light: 

come and worship, come and worship 

worship Christ, the new-born King.  
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Celebrant Almighty God,  

All to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your  Holy Spirit, that 

we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;         

 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

                                   Angels We Have Heard on High  Hymn #96, vv. 1, 3
    

Angels we have heard on high 

Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 

Echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see 

him whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. [Refrain] 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you.   
 

Celebrant Let us pray. Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus 

to be the sign of our salvation: Plant in every heart, we pray, the love of him who is 

the Savior of the world, our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.  
 

Please be seated for the readings. 

 Numbers 6:22-27  

1st Reader A Reading from the Book of Numbers. 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the 

Israelites: You shall say to them, 

 The Lord bless you and keep you; 

the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 

1st Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God 
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   Psalm 8, Domine, Dominus noster  

Reader  Let us read from Psalm 8 responsively (the People reading the text in bold). 
 

1 O Lord our Governor,  

how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

2 Out of the mouths of infants and children  

your majesty is praised above the heavens. 

3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries,  

to quell the enemy and the avenger. 

4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,  

the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

5 What is man that you should be mindful of him?  

the son of man that you should seek him out? 

6 You have made him but little lower than the angels;  

you adorn him with glory and honor; 

7 You give him mastery over the works of your hands;  

you put all things under his feet: 

8 All sheep and oxen,  

even the wild beasts of the field, 

9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea,  

and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 

10 O Lord our Governor,  

how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

 

Galatians 4:4-7  

2nd Reader A reading from Paul’s letter to the Galatians. 

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in 

order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 

And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! 

Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.  
 

2nd Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God 
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Please STAND, as able, and join in singing, 

In the Bleak Mid-winter  Hymn #112, v. 1, 2, 4 

Please remain STANDING, as able. 

Luke 2:15-21 

Deacon The Holy Gospel  of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 

go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 

us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. After eight days had passed, it was time to circum-

cise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in 

the womb.  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Please be seated for the sermon.  

 The Rev. Jerry Sather 

There will be a moment of silence following the sermon. 
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Please STAND as able, and join in saying, 

(from Philippians 2:6-11) 

Celebrant Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

All Though he was divine,  

he did not cling to equality with God, 

but made himself nothing. 

Taking the form of a slave, 

he was born in human likeness. 

He humbled himself and was obedient to death, 

even the death of the cross. 

Therefore God has raised him on high, 

and given him the name above every name: 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Please remain STANDING, as able, for  

 

God, our Father, you sent your Son into our flesh, and as an infant he first shed the blood that 

would cleanse us from our sin. Accept our thanks for the loving kindness shown to us and grant 

us a steadfast faith, that we would know ourselves as your children and heirs.  

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

O Lord, our governor, you establish governments and leaders to serve your people. Grant to our 

President, Governor, Congress, legislators, judges, and officials the wisdom and courage to act 

with integrity on behalf of all people, especially those least able to defend themselves.  

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

O Lord, how exalted is your name in all the world! Bless our planet. Make us faithful stewards of 

all the work of your hands. Forgive us when we fail to respect your creatures: the beasts of the 

field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea.  

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of the circling years, bless our communities, our homes, our schools, and our work. Give us 

renewed hope and purpose as we begin this new year.  

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Merciful God, bless and keep us by Your grace. Remember the sick, the lonely, and all those in 

need, especially those we name to you now: (please add your own names silently or aloud). Accord-

ing to Your will and wisdom, lift up Your countenance upon them and give them peace.  

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God who raised Jesus on high, bless the dying and the dead. We praise you, that through your 

death on the cross, you have earned for us everlasting life.  

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Additional petitions may be added. Silence is kept. 
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Celebrant Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 

Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 
 

Celebrant Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 

and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 

 The peace of the Lord be also with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Ministers and People exchange signs of peace in the name of the Lord.  
 

Please be seated.

 

 
 

Please STAND as able, and join in singing,

                    How Bright Appears the Morning Star  Hymn #497 vv. 1, 3  
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 Please remain STANDING, as able, for, 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus 

Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy 

Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we 

might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your 

children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archan-

gels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever  sing this hymn to          

proclaim the  glory of your Name:  

Please remain STANDING as able, and join in singing, 

Forest Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All STAND or kneel as the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in  

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;  

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  
 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and  

Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 

before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness,     

out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me." 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, ... 

do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

All We remember his death, 

 We proclaim his resurrection, 

 We await his coming in glory; 
  

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the     

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  
 

  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified 

by the Holy Spirit.  
 

In the fullness of time, bring all things under the influence of your Christ, and bring us to that 

heavenly country where, with St Francis and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting herit-

age of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 

head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 

Celebrant We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 

All  God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 
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Unto Us a Boy is Born  Hymn #98, vv. 1, 2, 4 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

an invitation to pray together the spiritual communion prayer from the National Cathedral.   

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive 

Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion. 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 

above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 

unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.   
                            (St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 
 

All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Please follow the directions of the ushers. If you do not wish to 

receive, we encourage you to come forward to receive a blessing. Simply fold your hands across your chest 

when you come forward. The clergy will carry Communion to anyone in the congregation who is 

unable to come forward.  Please notify an usher if you wish Communion to be brought to you. 

Gluten-free Communion wafers are available. If you require one of these, simply ask. 
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           We Three Kings of Orient Are  Hymn #128, vv. 1-5  

Following communion, please STAND, as able,  

Celebrant Let us pray.  

All Eternal God, whose incarnate Son was given the Name of Savior: grant that we 

who have shared in this sacrament of our salvation may live out our years in the 

power of the Name above all other names, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Celebrant The love of the Lord Jesus draw you to himself, the power of the Lord Jesus 

strengthen you in his service, the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, the  Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Deacon   Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Please STAND as able, and join in singing. 

             As with Gladness Men of Old  Hymn #119, vv. 1-4 

 

Postlude:               

We warmly welcome you if you are here with us for the first time today. We joyfully welcome all 

people into our community – without exception. Whoever you are, and whatever the status of 

your relationship with God, you will find fellow travelers here.  

With blessings and peace from the community of St Francis Church. 

 

 

We pray for all those who serve in the armed and foreign services, and for their families,  

especially Drew Deley, Michael Heredia, Mark Kappelmann, TJ Malzahn, Will Piepenbring,  

Scott Ruston, Michael Strong, Jonathan Zimmerman and Steve. 
 

Those who are ill, recovering from surgery, or in any other kind of need or trouble: Andrea,           

Amy Clute, Daniel Drayling, Pauline Duley, Ceri Falk, Colette Furbush, Sally Hill,  

Mick Mohuchy, Marjorie Morris, Anne Marie Morris, Greg Morris, Mike Morris,   

Bruce Schaefer, Patricia Stewart, and Stephen. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.  
 

 
 



Weekly Worship 
Sundays  
8am—Rite I Holy Communion, Chapel 
10am– Rite II Holy Communion, Main Sanctuary 

Ongoing 
Bible Study on Zoom—Contacts: Jack Hailwood, john.w.hailwood@outlook.com or Suellen Esling-
er, suellenesl@verizon.net 
Yoga—Mondays from 11:30am –1:00pm - All Levels Hatha Yoga for Strength and Mobility. 

Wednesdays 9:00-10:30am All Levels Gentle Yoga for Vital Mobility and Balance.  
(free-will offering). Contact: Jill, jillfenskelynch@gmail.com 

Meditation—Thursdays 9:30-10:30am—in the Nason Chapel.  Contact: Susie Zimmerman 
susiehzimmerman@gmail.com;  
AA—Thursdays & Sundays 7:30 pm, Al-Anon—Thursdays 7:00pm 
 

 
Our Clergy  

The Rev. Jerry E. Sather, Priest in Charge (Interim), jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
Direct Line: (310) 594-7984, Church Office:  (310) 375-4617 
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury, cstump@thecanterbury.org  
 

Children and families 
 Contact: Kristina Pela , krab3@yahoo.com 

 
 

Our Staff 
Dr. Mark Bennett, (310) 594-7416, mark.bennett@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Director of Music 

Claire Erbeznik, (310) 375 4617, claire.erbeznik@strancispalosverdes.org, Office Administrator & Re-
ceptionist  
Mr. David Knight, Organist.  
Dr. Susan Marshall, (310) 594-8427, publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Communications Special-
ist & Media Manager 

Mr. Joel Miranda, Sexton 
Mrs. Elaine Mistele, (310) 594-8268, elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Business Manager 
 

 
 

Contact: Jerry+ 310 594-7984 jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
 

St Francis Episcopal Church, 2200 Via Rosa, Palos Verdes, CA 90274, 310 375-4617.  
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org 

https://www.youtube.com/c/ 

StFrancisEpiscopalChurchPalosVerdes St Francis Palos Verdes @saintfrancisepiscopal 

Learn more about these  
and all our Ministries—subscribe to our 
weekly newsletter. 

mailto:cstump@thecanterbury.org
mailto:krab3@yahoo.com

