
Preacher/Celebrant: The Rev. Jerry Sather, Deacon: The Rev. Celeste Stump 

 

 
 

Please take a moment to silence your cellphone. Thank you.  

Please also note that our services are publicly livestreamed. 

 

Covid Safety Reminders 
We are happy to welcome you! For your health and safety, we strongly recommend all persons 
be vaccinated against COVID and influenza. Masks are not required, but encouraged,  
particularly for unvaccinated and immunocompromised persons. Please take advantage of our 
online worship to stay home if you are feeling unwell in any way. 
 

The flowers on the altar are given by the Altar Guild, to the Glory of God, with love & thanksgiv-
ing for Jerry+ & Annette's time with us. 
 

 

Prelude                                                           A Gaelic Blessing  John Rutter 
 

Please STAND as able, and join in singing. 

Angels from the Realms of Glory  Hymn #93, vv. 1-4  

Dear friends, a few weeks ago we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now we recall 

the day on which he was presented in the Temple, when he was offered to the Father and shown 

to his people. As a sign of his coming among us, his mother was purified, as we now come to 

him for cleansing. In their old age Simeon and Anna recognized him as their Lord, as we today 

sing of his glory. In this eucharist, we celebrate both the joy of his coming and his searching 

judgement, looking back to the day of his birth and forward to the coming days of his passion. 
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Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom,  

 now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God,  

All to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your  Holy Spirit, that 

we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;         

 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please remain STANDING as able, and join in singing, 

                                  S-280  Powell 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you.   
 

Celebrant Let us pray. Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-

begotten Son was this day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you 

with pure and clean hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

 A † appears in the margin where you may 
wish to make the sign of the cross over your 

body. Making the sign of the cross is a choice 
left to each worshipper.  It is simply a way to 
engage your entire body (not just your speech 

and mind) in worship and physically  
to signify embracing the blessing of God.  
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Please be seated for the readings. 

 Malachi 3:1-4  

1st Reader A Reading from the Book of the prophet Malachi.  

Thus says the Lord, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 

whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 

delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his com-

ing, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 

he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present 

offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 

to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 

1st Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God 

   Psalm 24:7-10, Domini est terra  

Reader  Let us read from Psalm 24 responsively (the People reading the text in bold). 

Refrain                The King of Glory Comes  (Willard Jabusch) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

7 Lift up your heads, O gates! 

    and be lifted up, O ancient doors, 

    that the King of glory may come in! 

8 Who is the King of glory? 

    The Lord, strong and mighty, 

    the Lord, mighty in battle. 

9 Lift up your heads, O gates! 

    and be lifted up, O ancient doors, 

    that the King of glory may come in! 

10 Who is this King of glory? 

    The Lord of hosts, 

    he is the King of glory.  Refrain 
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Hebrews 2:14-18  

2nd Reader A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 

Since God's children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the same things, so that 

through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free 

those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not 

come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his broth-

ers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the ser-

vice of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself was 

tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 
 

2nd Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God 
 

Please STAND, as able, and join in singing, 

My Master, See, the Time Has Come  Hymn #226, vv. 1-2  

 (United Methodist Hymnal) 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation of Jesus at the Temple by Fra Angelico (San Marco Cell 10)  
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Please remain STANDING, as able. 

Luke 2:22-40 

Deacon Today the Lord is presented in the Temple in substance of our mortal nature. 

All    Alleluia. 

Deacon Today the Blessed Virgin comes to be purified in accordance with the law. 

All    Alleluia. 

Deacon Today old Simeon proclaims Christ as the light of the nations and 

All    Alleluia. Praise to Christ, the light of the world. 

Deacon The Holy Gospel  of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, the parents of Jesus 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 

"Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice ac-

cording to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and de-

vout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's 

Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in 

the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms 

and praised God, saying, 

"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

and for glory to your people Israel." 
 

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 

many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 

revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 

age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of 

eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and 

day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 

were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee,     

to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 

favor of God was upon him. 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Please be seated for the sermon.  

 The Rev. Jerry Sather 

There will be a moment of silence following the sermon. 
 

Please STAND as able, and join in saying, 

ll We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth,  
     of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
   the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
   begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
   Through him all things were made.  

    For us and for our salvation  
      he came down from heaven:  
   by the power of the Holy Spirit  
      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
      he suffered death and was buried.  

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
      he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
     and his kingdom will have no end.  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father.  
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
   He has spoken through the Prophets.  
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
   We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Please remain STANDING, as able, for  

 

Let us pray for the church and the world through Christ who is our light and life. 

Faithful God, your servants Simeon and Anna watched in hope for the fulfillment of your prom-

ises. Give to your church the same patience and trust. Grant us voices to speak your praise and 

tell others of Christ the Redeemer. 

God of glory, hear our prayer. 

Strong and Mighty God, your Christ comes to refine us in righteousness. Purify the hearts of all 

people and give us grace that we may establish justice and peace upon the earth.  

God of glory, hear our prayer. 
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Gracious God, the infant Christ was welcomed in your holy temple. May our parish give wel-

come to our Rector’s family and all who enter our gates. May we be a church that helps all chil-

dren become strong, filled with wisdom and the grace of the Lord.   

God of glory, hear our prayer. 

Merciful God, your Christ shared flesh and blood with your people, becoming like us in every 

respect. Look with compassion on those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially those we 

name before you now . . . (you may mention names silently or aloud) . . . May Jesus, who suffered for 

us, help all those in need. 

God of glory, hear our prayer. 

Redeeming God, your Christ is revealed as the one destined to be rejected. Look in mercy on us 

who now turn towards his passion.  

God of glory, hear our prayer. 

Comforting God, your Christ is the one in whom faithful servants find their peace. Hear our 

prayer for all who have died . . . (you may mention names silently or aloud) . . . May we, with them, 

have eyes to see your salvation.  

God of glory, hear our prayer. 

Silence 

Celebrant Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, for you have sent us your salvation. Inspire us  

  by your Holy Spirit to see with our own eyes him who is the glory of Israel and the 

  light for all nations, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Deacon Hear the words of our Savior Jesus Christ: 

‘I am the light of the world.  

Whoever follows me shall never walk in darkness but shall have the light of life.’ 

Let us therefore bring our sins into his light and confess them in penitence  
 

All  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.         
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors  

 as ourselves.  
 

 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy   on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord     
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
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Celebrant In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high has broken upon us, 

to give light to those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide 

our feet into the way of peace. 
  

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Ministers and People exchange signs of peace in the name of the Lord.  
 

Please be seated.

Light of the World  Karen Marriolli 
 

Light of the world, you loose the bonds of night.  

Once we walked in darkness; now bursts forth your light. 

Christ, in your glory, come to light the way; teach us how to follow. 

Light of our paths, you walk with us in strife. 

Where conflict darkens, bring the light of life. 

Christ, in your mercy, come to show us love; teach us how to follow. 

We must be your hands, lent to heal and blessed. 

We must be your light, rending wide the darkness. 

Christ in your image, we will greet the world; this is how we follow. 

Light of our days, we feel your dawning call;  

Send us forth to serve and bring your light to all! 

Christ, you have claimed us, made us one. We will always follow! 
 

St. Francis Choir 

Please STAND as able, and join in singing, 

                       Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies  Hymn #7, vv. 1, 3 
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 Please remain STANDING, as able, for, 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 

to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery 

of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to 

give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 

with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the  

glory of your Name:  

Please remain STANDING as able, and join in singing, 

Forest Green 

All STAND or kneel as the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in  

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;  

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  
 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and  

Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 

before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness,     

out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me." 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, ... 

do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

All We remember his death, 

 We proclaim his resurrection, 

 We await his coming in glory; 
 

The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the     
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  
 

  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit.  
 

In the fullness of time, bring all things under the influence of your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with St Francis and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting herit-
age of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
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          Now the Silence  Hymn #333  

Celebrant     The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

an invitation to pray together the spiritual communion prayer from the National Cathedral.   

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive 

Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion. 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 

above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 

unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.   
                            (St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have come with a particular prayer concern today, after receiving Communion you may 

come to the Nason Prayer Chapel to the right of the altar rail,  

where someone will be available to pray with you, or you may just choose to light a candle. 



All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Please follow the directions of the ushers. If you do not wish to 

receive, we encourage you to come forward to receive a blessing. Simply fold your hands across your chest 

when you come forward. The clergy will carry Communion to anyone in the congregation who is 

unable to come forward.  Please notify an usher if you wish Communion to be brought to you. 

Gluten-free Communion wafers are available. If you require one of these, simply ask. 

 

 

 

      All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King Divine  Hymn #477, vv. 1-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following communion, please STAND, as able,  

Celebrant Let us pray.  

 Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, who lived to welcome the  Messi-

ah: may we, who have received these gifts beyond words, prepare to meet Christ 

Jesus when he comes to bring us to eternal life. 

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members  

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 

the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and 

grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 

of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 

If you have come with a particular prayer concern today, after receiving Communion you may 

come to the Nason Prayer Chapel to the right of the altar rail,  

where someone will be available to pray with you, or you may just choose to light a candle. 
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Celebrant Christ, whose glory fills the skies, fill you with radiance and scatter the darkness  

  from your path. Amen. 

Celebrant Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, gladden your eyes and warm your heart. Amen. 

Celebrant Christ, the Dayspring from on high,  

  draw near to guide your feet into the way of peace. Amen. 

Celebrant And the blessing of God almighty, the  Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Celebrant The love of the Lord Jesus draw you to himself, the power of the Lord Jesus  

  strengthen you in his service, the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts; and the  

  blessing of God Almighty, the  Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, 

  and remain with you always. Amen. 

Deacon   Go in the light and peace of Christ.  

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please STAND as able, and join in singing. 

                Sent Forth by God’s Blessing  Hymn #664, vv. 1-2  

  (The United Methodist Hymnal) 

Postlude: Crown Imperial    William Walton 



14 

 

 

 Thank you for worshipping with us! 

Please join us after the service for coffee fellowship under the arches. 

 

Welcome to The Reverend Jason Shelby! 
Next Sunday February 5 

Rev. Jason will be leading our worship for the very first time next week!  

Please make plans to be in church to welcome him and his family to their new church 
home and our warm, welcoming and loving community. 

 

Rev. Jason’s first official day is this Wednesday, February 1. 

He can be reached at jason.shelby@stfrancispalosverdes.org. 

 

 

We warmly welcome you if you are here with us for the first time today. We joyfully welcome all 

people into our community – without exception. Whoever you are, and whatever the status of 

your relationship with God, you will find fellow travelers here.  

With blessings and peace from the community of St Francis Church. 

 
 

We pray for all those who serve in the armed and foreign services, and for their families,  

especially Drew Deley, Michael Heredia, Mark Kappelmann, TJ Malzahn, Will Piepenbring,  

Scott Ruston, Michael Strong, Jonathan Zimmerman and Steve. 
 

Those who are ill, recovering from surgery, or in any other kind of need or trouble: Andrea,           

Amy Clute, Daniel Drayling, Pauline Duley, Ceri Falk, Kathy Falk, Colette Furbush, Sally Hill,  

Mick Mohuchy, Marjorie Morris, Anne Marie Morris, Greg Morris, Mike Morris,   

Bruce Schaefer, Patricia Stewart, and Stephen. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.  
 

 
What’s Happening! 

 

Today! Annual Meeting and Pot Luck 
Each year we gather as a united faith community to review the past year, and look forward to the 
next. We will thank outgoing Vestry members, elect new ones, and find out who will be our new 
Senior Warden. All welcome. FREE CHILDCARE! 

 

St Teresa’s St Teresa’s Chinese New Year  
Saturday, Feb 4 in the Parish Hall, 6:00 – 8:30.  Chinese Food, Beverages, Auction (multiple for-
mats), Fun!  
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Weekly Worship 
Sundays  
8am—Rite I Holy Communion, Chapel 
10am– Rite II Holy Communion, Main Sanctuary 

Ongoing 
Bible Study on Zoom—Contacts: Jack Hailwood, john.w.hailwood@outlook.com or Suellen Esling-
er, suellenesl@verizon.net 
Yoga—Mondays from 11:30am –1:00pm - All Levels Hatha Yoga for Strength and Mobility. 

Wednesdays 9:00-10:30am All Levels Gentle Yoga for Vital Mobility and Balance.  
(free-will offering). Contact: Jill, jillfenskelynch@gmail.com 

Meditation—Thursdays 9:30-10:30am—in the Nason Chapel.  Contact: Susie Zimmerman 
susiehzimmerman@gmail.com;  
AA—Thursdays & Sundays 7:30 pm, Al-Anon—Thursdays 7:00pm 

 
Our Clergy  

The Rev. Jerry E. Sather, Priest in Charge (Interim), jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
Direct Line: (310) 594-7984, Church Office:  (310) 375-4617 
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury, cstump@thecanterbury.org  
 

Children and families 
 Contact: Kristina Pela , krab3@yahoo.com 

 
 

Our Staff 
Dr. Mark Bennett, (310) 594-7416, mark.bennett@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Director of Music 

Claire Erbeznik, (310) 375 4617, claire.erbeznik@strancispalosverdes.org, Office Administrator & Re-
ceptionist  
Mr. David Knight, Organist.  
Dr. Susan Marshall, (310) 594-8427, publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Communications Special-
ist & Media Manager 

Mr. Joel Miranda, Sexton 
Mrs. Elaine Mistele, (310) 594-8268, elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Business Manager 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:cstump@thecanterbury.org
mailto:krab3@yahoo.com
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St Francis Episcopal Church, 2200 Via Rosa, Palos Verdes, CA 90274, 310 375-4617.  
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org 

https://www.youtube.com/c/ 

StFrancisEpiscopalChurchPalosVerdes St Francis Palos Verdes @saintfrancisepiscopal 

Learn more about these  
and all our Ministries—subscribe to our 
weekly newsletter. 


