
Preacher/Celebrant: The Rev. Jerry Sather, Deacon: The Rev. Celeste Stump 

 

 
 

Please take a moment to silence your cellphone. Thank you.  

Please also note that our services are publicly livestreamed. 

 

Covid Safety Reminders 
We are happy to welcome you! For your health and safety, we strongly recommend all persons 
be vaccinated against COVID and influenza. Masks are not required, but encouraged,  
particularly for unvaccinated and immunocompromised persons. Please take advantage of our 
online worship to stay home if you are feeling unwell in any way. 
 

Consider making a donation of altar flowers in honor of a special occasion, or in memory of 
someone you love. The suggested donation is $50. To arrange, please contact Claire in the 
Church Office: 310-375-4617 or claire.erbeznik@stfrancispalosverdes.org. 
 

 

Prelude                                                   Precious Lord, Take My Hand   Thomas Dorsey 

The Organ pieces for today have been chosen in honor of the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King.  
 

Please STAND as able, and join in singing. 

Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word  Hymn #440, vv. 1-3  
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Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom,  

 now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God,  

All to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your  Holy Spirit, that 

we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;         

 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please remain STANDING, and join in singing, 

                                  S-280  Powell 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you.   
 

Celebrant Let us pray. Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the 

world: Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine 

with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed 

to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy 

Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 
 

 A † appears in the margin where you may 
wish to make the sign of the cross over your 

body. Making the sign of the cross is a choice 
left to each worshipper.  It is simply a way to 
engage your entire body (not just your speech 

and mind) in worship and physically  
to signify embracing the blessing of God.  
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Please be seated for the readings. 

 Isaiah 49:1-7  

1st Reader A Reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah. 

1st Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God 

Listen to me, O coastlands, 
pay attention, you peoples from far away! 

The Lord called me before I was born, 
while I was in my mother's womb he named 
me. 

He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 
in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me a polished arrow, 
in his quiver he hid me away. 

And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 

But I said, “I have labored in vain, 
I have spent my strength for nothing and 
vanity; 

yet surely my cause is with the Lord, 
and my reward with my God.” 

 

And now the Lord says, 
 

to bring Jacob back to him, 
and that Israel might be gathered to him, 

for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, 
and my God has become my strength— 

he says, 

“It is too light a thing that you should be my 
servant 
to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
and to restore the survivors of Israel; 

I will give you as a light to the nations, 
that my salvation may reach to the end of the 
earth.” 

 

Thus says the Lord, 
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the na-
tions, 
the slave of rulers, 

“Kings shall see and stand up, 
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 

because of the Lord, who is faithful, 
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
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   Psalm 40:1-12, Expectans, expectavi  

Reader  Let us read from Psalm 40 responsively (the People reading the text in bold). 

Refrain                Sing to the Lord a New Song  Hal H. Hopson  

 

1 I waited patiently upon the Lord;   

he stooped to me and heard my cry. 

2 He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay;   

he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure. 

3 He put a new song in my mouth,  

a song of praise to our God;   

many shall see, and stand in awe,  

and put their trust in the Lord. 

4 Happy are they who trust in the Lord!   

they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods. 

5 Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God!  

how great your wonders and your plans for us!   

there is none who can be compared with you. 

6 Oh, that I could make them known and tell them!   

but they are more than I can count. 

Refrain 
 

7 In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure   

(you have given me ears to hear you); 

8 Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required,   

and so I said, "Behold, I come. 

9 In the roll of the book it is written concerning me:   

'I love to do your will, O my God;  

your law is deep in my heart."' 

10 I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation;   

behold, I did not restrain my lips;  

and that, O Lord, you know. 

11 Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart;  

I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance;   

I have not concealed congregation. 

12 You are the Lord;  

do not withhold your compassion from me;   

let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever. 

Refrain 
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1 Corinthians 1:1-9  

2nd Reader A reading from Paul’s First letter to the Corinthians. 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 
 

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 

saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both 

their Lord and ours: 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in 

Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 

kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—so that you are not 

lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 

strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

2nd Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God 
 

Please STAND, as able, and join in singing, 

My Faith Looks Up to Thee  Hymn #691, vv. 1-3 
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Please remain STANDING, as able. 

John 1:29-42 

Deacon The Holy Gospel  of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

John saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me be-

cause he was before me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this rea-

son, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from 

heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me 

to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one 

who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son 

of God.” 
 

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk 

by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and 

they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you 

looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you stay-

ing?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they re-

mained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard 

John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Si-

mon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought 

Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called 

Cephas” (which is translated Peter).  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Please be seated for the sermon.  

 The Rev. Jerry Sather 

There will be a moment of silence following the sermon. 

 

Please STAND as able, and join in saying, 

ll We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth,  
     of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
   the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
   begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
   Through him all things were made.  

    For us and for our salvation  
      he came down from heaven:  
   by the power of the Holy Spirit  
      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made human.  
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
      he suffered death and was buried.  

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
      he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
     and his kingdom will have no end.  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father.  
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
   He has spoken through the Prophets.  
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
   We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Please remain STANDING, as able, for  

 

Brothers and sisters, grace and peace come to us from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, let us pray for the church and the world. 

We pray for your Church. Give us as a light to the nations. Sanctify us in Christ Jesus, call us to 

be saints and strengthen us to follow Jesus to the end.  

Holy God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for this nation and the world. May your salvation, O God, reach to the ends of the earth. 

May all the peoples know of your faithfulness and your deliverance. Holy God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for our society on this Martin Luther King, Jr weekend. May we resist oppression in the 

name of your love and strive to secure for all your children the blessed liberty of the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. Holy God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all of creation. Give us a sense of awe as we consider all of the works of your hands. 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for our local community. Make our footing sure. May our future be secured by your 

love and faithfulness. Holy God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all those in need of your healing and strength. Lift them out of the desolate pit. Put 

in their mouths a new song, a song of praise. May they know just how great for them are your 

wonders and your plans. 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who have died. In your great faithfulness, keep them blameless for the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Honor them in your sight forever. 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 

Silence 
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Celebrant  Holy God, you spoke your word and revealed your good news in Jesus, the 

Christ. Fill all creation with that word again, so that by proclaiming your joyful 

promises to all nations and singing of your glorious hope to all peoples, we may 

become one living body, your incarnate presence on the earth, through Jesus 

Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 

All  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.         
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors  

 as ourselves.  
 

 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy   on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord     
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen.  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Ministers and People exchange signs of peace in the name of the Lord.  
 

Please be seated.

Shall We Gather at the River  Robert Lowry 
 

Refrain: 

Yes, we'll gather at the river 

The beautiful, the beautiful river 

Gather with the saints at the river 

That flows by the throne of God 
 

Shall we gather at the river? 

Where bright angel feet have trod 

With its crystal tide forever 

Flowing by the throne of God 
 

Soon we'll reach the shining river 

Soon our pilgrimage will cease 

Soon our happy hearts will quiver 

With the melody of peace 
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Yes, we'll gather at the river 

The beautiful, the beautiful river 

Gather with the saints at the river 

That flows by the throne of God 
 

St. Francis Choir; Solos: Susie Zimmerman & Susan Tsuji 
 

Please STAND as able, and join in singing, 

                             Take My Life and Let It Be  Hymn #707, v. 1 

 Please remain STANDING, as able, for, 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 

to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery 

of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to 

give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 

with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the  

glory of your Name:  

Please remain STANDING as able, and join in singing, 

Forest Green 

All STAND or kneel as the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in  

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;  

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  
 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and  

Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 

before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness,     

out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, ... 

do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

All We remember his death, 

 We proclaim his resurrection, 

 We await his coming in glory; 
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 The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the     

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  
 

  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified 

by the Holy Spirit.  
 

In the fullness of time, bring all things under the influence of your Christ, and bring us to that 

heavenly country where, with St Francis and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting herit-

age of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 

head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 

                       S-164 Richard Proulx 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 



an invitation to pray together the spiritual communion prayer from the National Cathedral.   

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive 

Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion. 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 

above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 

unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.   
                            (St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 
 

All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Please follow the directions of the ushers. If you do not wish to 

receive, we encourage you to come forward to receive a blessing. Simply fold your hands across your chest 

when you come forward. The clergy will carry Communion to anyone in the congregation who is 

unable to come forward.  Please notify an usher if you wish Communion to be brought to you. 

Gluten-free Communion wafers are available. If you require one of these, simply ask. 
 

                I, the Lord of Sea and Sky  Hymn #812 (WLP), vv. 1-3  

If you have come with a particular prayer concern today, after receiving Communion you may 

come to the Nason Prayer Chapel to the right of the altar rail,  

where someone will be available to pray with you, or you may just choose to light a candle. 
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Following communion, please STAND, as able,  

Celebrant Let us pray.  

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Fill us with your Holy Spirit that through us the light of your glory  

may shine in all the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Celebrant The blessing of God Almighty, the  Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Deacon   Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Please STAND as able, and join in singing. 

              Lift Every Voice and Sing  Hymn #599, vv. 1-3  

Postlude: Soon Ah Will Be Done   arr. William Dawson  

 Thank you for worshipping with us! 

Please join us after the service for coffee fellowship under the arches. 
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We warmly welcome you if you are here with us for the first time today. We joyfully welcome all 

people into our community – without exception. Whoever you are, and whatever the status of 

your relationship with God, you will find fellow travelers here.  

With blessings and peace from the community of St Francis Church. 

 
 

We pray for all those who serve in the armed and foreign services, and for their families,  

especially Drew Deley, Michael Heredia, Mark Kappelmann, TJ Malzahn, Will Piepenbring,  

Scott Ruston, Michael Strong, Jonathan Zimmerman and Steve. 
 

Those who are ill, recovering from surgery, or in any other kind of need or trouble: Andrea,           

Amy Clute, Daniel Drayling, Pauline Duley, Ceri Falk, Colette Furbush, Sally Hill,  

Mick Mohuchy, Marjorie Morris, Anne Marie Morris, Greg Morris, Mike Morris,   

Bruce Schaefer, Patricia Stewart, and Stephen. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.  
 

 
What’s Happening! 

SAGES (Senior Adult Group of Episcopalians) 
Kick-off meeting January 17, at 11:30 am, Parish Hall 

Social time, lunch and guest speaker - Monique Sugimoto, from the PV library district. To help 
with preparing the lunch, please rsvp to claire.erbeznik@stfrancispalosverdes.org.  

 

Taizé  - Tuesday January 24th at 7:00pm Join in our candlelit service of gentle music and pray-
er. Come enjoy refreshment for your spirit as you begin the New Year, and afterwards please join 
us for refreshments in the Board Room!  
 

Annual Meeting and Pot Luck 
Sunday January 29, after 10:00 a.m. worship. ONE SERVICE ONLY—no 8am. 
Each year we gather as a united faith community to review the past year, and look forward to the 
next. We will thank outgoing Vestry members, elect new ones, and find out who will be our new 
Senior Warden. 

Potluck! We’re back in person this year (Hooray!) so please bring your favorite dish accord-
ing to your last name: A - G dessert, H - P main dish, Q - Z salad or side dish. Questions? — 
contact Mary Deley or Kathy Compton. 

 

St Teresa’s St Teresa’s Chinese New Year  

Saturday, Feb 4 in the Parish Hall, 6:00 – 8:30.  Chinese Food, Beverages, Auction (multiple for-
mats), Fun!   
 

Welcome to The Reverend Jason Shelby! 

Sunday February 5 

Rev. Jason arrives from Mississippi and will be leading our worship for the very first time on Sun-
day February 5. Please make plans to be in church to welcome him and his family to their new 
church home and our warm, welcoming and loving community. 
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St Francis Episcopal Church, 2200 Via Rosa, Palos Verdes, CA 90274, 310 375-4617.  
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org 

https://www.youtube.com/c/ 

StFrancisEpiscopalChurchPalosVerdes St Francis Palos Verdes @saintfrancisepiscopal 

Learn more about these  
and all our Ministries—subscribe to our 
weekly newsletter. 

Weekly Worship 
Sundays  
8am—Rite I Holy Communion, Chapel 
10am– Rite II Holy Communion, Main Sanctuary 

Ongoing 
Bible Study on Zoom—Contacts: Jack Hailwood, john.w.hailwood@outlook.com or Suellen Esling-
er, suellenesl@verizon.net 
Yoga—Mondays from 11:30am –1:00pm - All Levels Hatha Yoga for Strength and Mobility. 

Wednesdays 9:00-10:30am All Levels Gentle Yoga for Vital Mobility and Balance.  
(free-will offering). Contact: Jill, jillfenskelynch@gmail.com 

Meditation—Thursdays 9:30-10:30am—in the Nason Chapel.  Contact: Susie Zimmerman 
susiehzimmerman@gmail.com;  
AA—Thursdays & Sundays 7:30 pm, Al-Anon—Thursdays 7:00pm 

 
Our Clergy  

The Rev. Jerry E. Sather, Priest in Charge (Interim), jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
Direct Line: (310) 594-7984, Church Office:  (310) 375-4617 
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury, cstump@thecanterbury.org  
 

Children and families 
 Contact: Kristina Pela , krab3@yahoo.com 

 
 

Our Staff 
Dr. Mark Bennett, (310) 594-7416, mark.bennett@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Director of Music 

Claire Erbeznik, (310) 375 4617, claire.erbeznik@strancispalosverdes.org, Office Administrator & Re-
ceptionist  
Mr. David Knight, Organist.  
Dr. Susan Marshall, (310) 594-8427, publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Communications Special-
ist & Media Manager 

Mr. Joel Miranda, Sexton 
Mrs. Elaine Mistele, (310) 594-8268, elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Business Manager 
 

 
 

Contact: Jerry+ 310 594-7984 jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
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