Please take a moment to silence your cellphone. Thank you.
Please also note that our services are publicly livestreamed.
Covid Safety Reminders
We are happy to welcome you! For your health and safety, we strongly recommend all persons
be vaccinated against COVID and influenza. Masks are not required, but encouraged,
particularly for unvaccinated and immunocompromised persons. Please take advantage of our
online worship to stay home if you are feeling unwell in any way.
Consider making a donation of altar flowers in honor of a special occasion or in memory of
someone you love. The suggested donation is $50. To arrange, please contact Claire in the
Church Office: 310-375-4617, claire.erbeznik.stfrancispalosverdes.org.

Prelude

Veni Emmanuel

(arr. Pietro Yon)

Please STAND as able, and join in singing.
People, Look East

Hymn #724, vv. 1-5

Preacher/Celebrant: The Rev. Jerry Sather, Deacon: The Rev. Celeste Stump

A † appears in the text where you may wish to
make the sign of the cross over your body.
Making the sign of the cross is a choice left to
each worshipper. It is simply a way to engage
your entire body (not just your speech and
mind) in worship and physically
to signify embracing the blessing of God.

Celebrant
People

Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom,
now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant

Let us pray.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

All

Purple was the traditional color of Advent, a color that represents penitence and fasting, as well, as royalty. Purple will continue to be the traditional color of Lent. But for Advent, we use deep blue, as other
churches have come to do, because deep blue represents the Advent themes of expectation, hope and anticipation of the dawn of Christ. It is the color in the sky before the sun rises, encouraging us to keep watch
for the promised light of Christ to break over the horizon, changing night into day. The use of blue has
deep historical roots.
The origins of the Advent wreath are found in the folk practices of the pre‐Christian Germanic peoples
who, during the cold December darkness of Eastern Europe, gathered wreaths of evergreen and lighted
fires as signs of hope in a coming spring and renewed light. Christians kept these popular traditions alive
to celebrate their Advent hope in Christ, the everlasting Light.

The Kyrie
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Iona

Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Celebrant

Let us pray. Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness,
and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may
rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated for the readings.
Isaiah 2:1-5
st
1 Reader
A Reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah.
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
In days to come
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
the mountain of the Lord’s house
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
shall be established as the highest of the
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
mountains,
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
and shall be raised above the hills;
neither shall they learn war any more.
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’

O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!

1st Reader

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

People

Thanks be to God
Psalm 122, Laetatus sum

Reader
Let us read from Psalm 122 responsively (the People reading the text in bold).
Please join in singing the refrain.
Refrain

1 I was glad when they said to me,
"Let us go to the house of the Lord."
2 Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
4 To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the Lord.
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5 For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
Refrain
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
"May they prosper who love you.
7 Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.
8 For my brethren and companions' sake,
I pray for your prosperity.
9 Because of the house of the Lord our God,
I will seek to do you good."
Refrain
Romans 13:11-14
2 Reader
nd

A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans.

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then
lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light;
let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

2nd Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God

Please STAND, as able, and join in singing the Alleluia.
Alleluia

Marty Haugen

Celebrant: Show us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us your salvation. (Psalm 85:7)
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Please remain STANDING, as able.
Matthew 24:36-44
Deacon
The Holy Gospel  of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son
of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and
swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field;
one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be
taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please join in singing the Alleluia as the Gospel Procession returns.
Please be seated for the sermon.
The Rev. Jerry Sather
Please STAND as able, and join in saying,
ll

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

Page 5

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please remain STANDING, as able, for
In joyful expectation of Christ coming to our aid, let us pray for the church and the world.
For the Church: that, laying aside works of darkness and putting on the Lord Jesus Christ,
we may walk in God’s paths and live honorably as in the daytime.
Come to us, Lord Jesus; hear our prayer.
For the peoples of the earth: that God would establish justice among the nations and that they
would no longer follow the path of war.
Come to us, Lord Jesus; hear our prayer.
For all who are serving in the military, for their families, and for all who serve a greater good
away from home this season: that God will guide their efforts and protect them from all danger.
Come to us, Lord Jesus; hear our prayer.
For all who struggle with sickness and distress: that God would come as savior and comforter
and set them free, especially those we name before you now…
(please add your names silently or aloud)...
Come to us, Lord Jesus; hear our prayer.
For the faithful departed (please add your names silently or aloud)...may Christ come as shepherd
and guardian of souls and give us, with them, a share in his victory over evil and death.
Come to us, Lord Jesus; hear our prayer.
Silence.
Celebrant
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Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the
light of holiness, that we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Deacon
Let us confess our sins to God.
Please STAND or kneel as able
All
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Celebrant

Almighty God, have mercy  on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Celebrant
People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
Ministers and People exchange signs of peace in the name of the Lord.

Please be seated.

Please remain seated for the Anthem.
People, Look East, Besançon carol

arr. Malcolm Archer

People, look East. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look East, and sing today: Love the Guest is on the way.
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there:
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish.
People, look East, and sing today: Love the Rose is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim,
Shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as the sun and moon together.
People, look East, and sing today: Love the Star is on the way.
Angels, announce to man and beast Him who cometh from the East.
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look East, and sing today: Love the Lord is on the way.
St. Francis Choir
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Please STAND as able, and join in singing,
Prepare the way, O Zion

Hymn #65, vv. 1-2

Please remain STANDING, as able, for,
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Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Celebrant
People

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge
the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:

Please remain STANDING as able, and join in singing,
Forest Green

All STAND or kneel as the Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out
of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, …
do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
All

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
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Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by
the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time, bring all things under the influence of your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with St Francis and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
Celebrant
All

God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.
Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.
Of the Father’s Love Begotten

Celebrant
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The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Hymn #82, vv. 1-2

an invitation to pray together the spiritual communion prayer from the National Cathedral.
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive
Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
(St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787)

All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Please follow the directions of the ushers. If you do not wish to
receive, we encourage you to come forward to receive a blessing. Simply fold your hands across your chest
when you come forward. The clergy will carry Communion to anyone in the congregation who is
unable to come forward. Please notify an usher if you wish Communion to be brought to you.
Gluten-free Communion wafers are available. If you require one of these, simply ask.
If you have come with a particular prayer concern today, after receiving Communion you may
come to the Nason Prayer Chapel to the right of the altar rail,
where someone will be available to pray with you, or you may just choose to light a candle.
Savior of the Nations, Come!

Hymn #54, vv. 1-4
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Following communion, please STAND, as able,
Celebrant
All

Let us pray.
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these
holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of
your eternal kingdom. And now, O God, make us watchful and keep us faithful
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may
not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful in his praise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant

May the sun of righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before
your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the  Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Please STAND as able, and join in singing.
“Sleepers, Wake!” A Voice Astounds Us

Deacon
People
Postlude:

Hymn #61, vv. 1-2

As we await our coming Savior, go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
Rorate Coeli

(arr. Pietro Yon)
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Thank you for worshipping with us!
Please join us for a coffee fellowship under the arches.

We pray for all those who serve in the armed and foreign services, and for their families,
especially Drew Deley, Michael Heredia, Mark Kappelmann, TJ Malzahn, Will Piepenbring,
Scott Ruston, Michael Strong, Jonathan Zimmerman and Steve.
Those who are ill, recovering from surgery, or in any other kind of need or trouble: Andrea,
Amy Clute, Daniel Drayling, Pauline Duley, Ceri Falk, Colette Furbush, Frances Hailwood,
Sally Hill, Mick Mohuchy, Marjorie Morris, Anne Marie Morris, Greg Morris, Mike Morris,
Bruce Schaefer, Patricia Stewart, Celeste Stump and Stephen.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
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We warmly welcome you if you are here with us for the first time today. We joyfully welcome all
people into our community – without exception. Whoever you are, and whatever the status of
your relationship with God, you will find fellow travelers here.
With blessings and peace from the community of St Francis Church.

What’s Happening
Next Week—Advent wreath-making
Second Sunday of Advent—December 4—Family Wreath-making and Breakfast!
After 10am worship.

And now it’s Christmas for Harbor Interfaith!
A big thank you to all who donated food and money for the Thanksgiving drive at Harbor Interfaith Services. All the items were delivered and they were VERY appreciative of our donations. It
makes such a difference in families’ lives! As we do each year, we’re now accepting donations for
the holidays—food, plus toys and gifts for the kids. See our enews for more details.
It's Back!!! St Anne's Christmas Auction!
When: December 5th; Time: 6pm; Where: St Francis Church Parish Hall
After two long years St Anne's guild will be holding their famous Christmas Auction.
There will be delicious goodies to buy and to eat, together with a variety of Christmas items in our
Silent and Live Auctions. Please join us for an entertaining evening.

Weekly Worship
Sundays
8am—Rite I Holy Communion, Chapel
10am– Rite II Holy Communion, Main Sanctuary

Ongoing

Bible Study on Zoom—Contacts: Jack Hailwood, john.w.hailwood@outlook.com or Suellen Eslinger, suellenesl@verizon.net
Yoga—Mondays from 11:15am -12:45pm - Level 1/2 Hatha Yoga for Strength and Mobility.
Wednesdays 9:00-10:15am Level 1 Gentle Yoga for Vital Mobility and Balance.
Thursdays - 9:30am Vinyasa Yoga
(free-will offering). Contact: Jill, jillfenskelynch@gmail.com
Meditation—Thursdays 9:30-10:30am—in the Nason Chapel. Contact: Susie Zimmerman
susiehzimmerman@gmail.com;
AA—Thursdays & Sundays 7:30 pm, Al-Anon—Thursdays 7:00pm
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Our Clergy

The Rev. Jerry E. Sather, Priest in Charge (Interim), jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org
Direct Line: (310) 594-7984, Church Office: (310) 375-4617
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury, cstump@thecanterbury.org

Children and families

Contact: Kristina Pela, krab3@yahoo.com

Need help or Prayers? Contact: Jerry+ 310 594-7984 jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org
Our Staff

Dr. Mark Bennett, (310) 594-7416, mark.bennett@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Director of Music
Claire Erbeznik, (310) 375 4617, claire.erbeznik@strancispalosverdes.org, Office Administrator & Receptionist

Mr. David Knight, Organist.
Dr. Susan Marshall, (310) 594-8427, publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Communications Specialist & Media Manager

Mr. Joel Miranda, Sexton
Mrs. Elaine Mistele, (310) 594-8268, elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Business Manager

Learn more about these
and all our Ministries—subscribe to our
weekly newsletter.
St Francis Palos Verdes

@saintfrancisepiscopal

https://www.youtube.com/c/
StFrancisEpiscopalChurchPalosVerdes

St Francis Episcopal Church, 2200 Via Rosa, Palos Verdes, CA 90274, 310 375-4617.

www.stfrancispalosverdes.org
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