
Please take a moment to silence your cellphone. Thank you.  

Please also note that our services are publicly livestreamed. 
 

Consider making a donation of altar flowers in honor of a special occasion or in memory of 
someone you love. The suggested donation is $50. To arrange, please contact Elaine Mistele in 
the Church Office: 310-375-4617, elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org. 
 

Covid Safety Reminders 

We are happy to welcome you!  Masks are strongly encouraged for all, and required for unvac-

cinated persons while indoors to assure maximum protection for all. We recommend properly 

fitting medical-type (not cloth) or K/N95 masks. We also recommend that masks be worn while 

entering and exiting the church, singing, and during the distribution of communion. Please take 

advantage of our online worship to stay home if you are feeling unwell in any way. 

 

Prelude                       Impromptu in G-flat major Franz Schubert 
 

Please STAND, as able. 

Come Thou Fount  Hymn #686, v. 1-3 

Celebrant: The Rev. Jerry Sather 

Preacher/Deacon: The Rev. Celeste Stump   
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Celebrant Blessed be God:   

 who forgives all our sins. 

People God’s mercy endures for ever. 

Please kneel as able,

Celebrant Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the 
only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as 
yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:29-31  

 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 

All  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.         
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors  

 as ourselves.  
 

 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy   on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord     

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
 

S-102 Alexander Archangelsky 

(Sung three times) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you.   

Celebrant Let us pray. Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and 

affections of sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and de-

sire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our 

hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

 A † appears in the text where you may wish to make the 
sign of the cross over your body. Making the sign of the 

cross is a choice left to each worshipper.  
  

It is simply a way to engage your entire body (not just your 

speech and mind) in worship, and physically to signify em-

bracing the blessing of God.  
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Please be seated for the readings. 
 Isaiah 43:16-21  

1st Reader A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
 

Thus says the Lord, 
who makes a way in the sea, 
a path in the mighty waters, 

who brings out chariot and horse, 
army and warrior; 

they lie down, they cannot rise, 
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 

Do not remember the former things, 
or consider the things of old. 

I am about to do a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert. 

The wild animals will honor me, 
the jackals and the ostriches; 

for I give water in the wilderness, 
rivers in the desert, 

to give drink to my chosen people, 
the people whom I formed for myself 

  so that they might declare my praise.  
 

1st Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 Psalm 126, In convertendo 

Reader: Let us read from Psalm 126 by half verses (the People reading the text in bold). 

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 

then were we like those who dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 

and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

3 Then they said among the nations, * 

"The Lord has done great things for them." 

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 

and we are glad indeed. 

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 

like the watercourses of the Negev. 

6 Those who sowed with tears * 

will reap with songs of joy. 

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

 

 

I will make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert. 
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  Philippians 3:4b-14  

2nd Reader A reading from Paul’s second Letter to the Philippians 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, 

a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the 

 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that,   

I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  

For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I 

may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 

law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I 

want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by be-

coming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it 

my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made 

it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 

ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.   
 

2nd Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God 

Please STAND as able, and join in singing.  

         I'm Pressing on the Upward Way  Hymn #165, v. 1-4 (LEVAS II) 
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Please remain STANDING, as able, for

John 12:1-8 

Deacon The Holy Gospel  of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised 

from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those 

at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' 

feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But 

Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, "Why was this 

perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?" (He said this not 

because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and 

used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might 

keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always 

have me."  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  The Rev. Celeste Stump 

There will be a moment of silence for reflection following the sermon. 
 

Please STAND as able, and join in saying, 

ll We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth,  
     of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
   the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
   begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
   Through him all things were made.  

    For us and for our salvation  
      he came down from heaven:  
   by the power of the Holy Spirit  
      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
      he suffered death and was buried.  

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
      he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
     and his kingdom will have no end.  
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father, 
    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the Prophets.  
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
   We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Please remain STANDING, as able. The people reading the parts in bold. 

 

Sisters and brothers, the Lord has done great things for us. With glad and thankful hearts, let us 

pray, “Fix our hearts where joy is found; Lord, hear our prayer.” 

Do a new thing in your Church, O Lord. From our dry places spring forth new life. Refresh your 

bishops, priests, and deacons. Refresh all Christians in their vocations. 

Fix our hearts where joy is found; Lord, hear our prayer. 

Restore the dreams of those who have lost hope. Among the swift and varied changes of the 

world, particularly in Ukraine, be a strong foundation on which all can rely.  

Fix our hearts where joy is found; Lord, hear our prayer. 

Give water in dry places. Remove the suffering of those who live with drought. Bring water, 

quench thirst, and give growth in desperate lands.  

Fix our hearts where joy is found; Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray, O God, for the poor. Be merciful to victims of theft. Restore the fortunes of those devas-

tated by dishonest men and women. Console all those wrestling with inflation and economic un-

certainty. Never forget the lives of your poor. 

Fix our hearts where joy is found; Lord, hear our prayer. 

Let those who sow with tears, reap with songs of joy. Fill down-turned mouths with shouts of 

joyful deliverance. Restore your people, O Lord. 

We pray for Andrea, Brian Bezner, Amy Clute, Matthew, Pauline Duley, Daniel, Ceri Falk,      

Colette Furbush, Frances Hailwood, Sally Hill, Anna and Gabriel Alan Kurth, Mick Mohuchy, 

Anne Marie and Greg Morris, Marjorie Morris, Gladys Sather, Bruce Shaefer, Christa,  

Khash Zargham and those we name before you (please add your own prayers, either silently or 

aloud). 

Fix our hearts where joy is found; Lord, hear our prayer. 

O God, we long to know Christ and the power of his resurrection. Even as we share in his suffer-

ing, even as we die, may we, and all who die, attain the resurrection of the dead. Fix our hearts 

where joy is found; Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Celebrant 

Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness and your grace waters the desert. Help 

us to recognize your hand working miracles beyond our imagining. 

Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, so that our lives may pro-

claim the extravagance of your love for all, and its presence in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

Daniel Gerhartz "Forgiven" 



 

Please be seated for the Anthem. For the offertory, collection baskets are placed at the exit of the church        

as you leave. Please follow instructions from the Ushers. 

      O Such Love, my Soul, Still Ponder  Robert Wetzler 
 

O such love, my soul, still ponder, Love so great, so rich, so free! 
Say, while lost in holy wonder, “Why, O Lord, such a love for me?” 

Jesus, may our hearts be burning with more fervent love for thee; 
May our eyes be ever turning to thy cross of agony. 

Lord, in ceaseless contemplation fix our hearts and eyes on thee, 
Till we taste thy full salvation, and unveiled thy glories see. 

 

St. Francis Choir 
 

Please STAND, as able, for,

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempt-

ed in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, 

and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again. Therefore 

we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Please join in singing, 
                                  S-129  Robert Powell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All STAND or kneel as able, as the Celebrant continues.  

We will read the remainder of the Eucharistic Prayer responsively, the People reading the parts in Bold. 
 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 

into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only 

and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 

the God and maker of all. 
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He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All  Christ has died. 

  Christ is risen. 

  Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 

food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 

this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us 

with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 

Celebrant This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 

  Whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
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Franz Schubert 

 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died 

for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

an invitation to pray together the spiritual communion prayer from the       

National Cathedral.   A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to 

express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them 

from actually receiving Holy Communion. 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.   
                            (St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

Please STAND as able, 

Celebrant Let us pray.  

All Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior 

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 

Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 

Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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Celebrant The blessing of God Almighty, the Father , the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Please remain STANDING, as able, and join in singing,  

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  Hymn #474, v. 1-4  

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

 Thanks be to God! 
 

People  Thanks be to God!   

Postlude                                                   O Be Joyful in the Lord  John Rutter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You are invited to be seated during the postlude to pray or simply to enjoy the music. 

Alternatively, you may depart in peace following the Sending Forth. 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us!  

 



Welcome! 
We warmly welcome you if you are here with us for the first time today. We joyfully welcome all 
people into our community – without exception. Whoever you are, and whatever the status of 
your relationship with God, you will find fellow travelers here.  

With blessings and peace from the community of St Francis Church. 
 

Weekly Worship 
Sundays  
8am—Rite I Holy Communion, Chapel 
10am– Rite II Holy Communion, Main Sanctuary 

Ongoing 
Bible Study on Zoom—Contacts: Jack Hailwood, john.w.hailwood@outlook.com or Suellen Esling-
er, suellenesl@verizon.net 
Yoga—Mondays from 11:15am -12:45pm - Level 1/2 Hatha Yoga for Strength and Mobility. 

Wednesdays 9:00-10:15am Level 1 Gentle Yoga for Vital Mobility and Balance.  
Thursdays - 9:30am Vinyasa Yoga 
(free-will offering). Contact: Jill, jillfenskelynch@gmail.com 

Meditation—Thursdays 9:30-10:30am—in the library.  Contact: Kristina Pela , krab3@yahoo.com;  
AA—Thursdays & Sundays 7:30 pm, Al-Anon—Thursdays 7:00pm 
 

Clergy  
The Rev. Jerry E. Sather, Priest in Charge (Interim), jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
Direct Line: (310) 594-7984, Church Office:  (310) 375-4617 
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury, cstump@thecanterbury.org  
 

Children and families 
 We offer free childcare in the nursery on the Parish Hall stage, during 10am worship;  pre-K thru 
5th grade—Meet in classrooms at 9:55 a.m. Children re-join their families in Church in time for 
Communion. Contact: Kristina Pela , krab3@yahoo.com;  
 

 

Need help or Prayers?  Contact: Jerry+ 310 594-7984 jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
 

Staff 
Dr. Mark Bennett, (310) 594-7416, mark.bennett@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Director of Music 

Claire Erbeznik, (310 375-4617, claire.erbeznik@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Receptionist and Office Ad-
ministrator 
Mr. David Knight, Organist.  
Dr. Susan Marshall, (310) 594-8427, publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Communications and New 
Media. 
Mr. Joel Miranda, Sexton 
Mrs. Elaine Mistele, (310) 594-8268, elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Business Manager 
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