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Please take a moment to silence your cellphone. Thank you. 
 

Please STAND, as able, while the ministers enter in silence. 
 

All then kneel for silent prayer, after which the Celebrant stands and  begins the liturgy. 

Celebrant Blessed be our God. 

People For ever and ever.  Amen. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our 

Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, 

and to suffer death upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated for the readings. 

Genesis 22:1‑18

1st Reader A Reading from the Book of Genesis 

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 

Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of  

Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 

Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his  

servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for 

the place God had told him about. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in 

 

We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself  

carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to 

his father Abraham, “Father?” 

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 

Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”  

And the two of them went on together. 

When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and           

arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.  

Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the Lord called 

out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 

“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear 

God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 
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Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and 

took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place 

 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time and said, “I swear by my‑

self, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your       

only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the 

sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their 

enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have 

obeyed me.” 

1st Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 22:1-11, Deus, Deus meus 

Reader: Let us read from Psalm 22 by half verses (the People reading the text in bold). 
 

1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? * 

and are so far from my cry 

and from the words of my distress? 

2 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; * 

by night as well, but I find no rest. 

3 Yet you are the Holy One, * 

enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 

4 Our forefathers put their trust in you; * 

they trusted, and you delivered them. 

5 They cried out to you and were delivered; * 

they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 

6 But as for me, I am a worm and no man, * 

scorned by all and despised by the people. 

7 All who see me laugh me to scorn; * 

they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying, 

8 "He trusted in the Lord; let him deliver him; * 

let him rescue him, if he delights in him." 

9 Yet you are he who took me out of the womb, * 

and kept me safe upon my mother's breast. 

10 I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; * 

you were my God when I was still in my mother's womb. 

11 Be not far from me, for trouble is near, * 

and there is none to help. 
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Hebrews 10:1‑25 

2nd Reader A Reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 

Since the law has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the true form of these       

realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered year after year, make 

perfect those who approach. Otherwise, would they not have ceased being offered, since the 

worshipers, cleansed once for all, would no longer have any consciousness of sin?  

But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sin year after year. For it is impossible for the blood 

of bulls and goats to take away sins.    

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

    but a body you have prepared for me; 

in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

    you have taken no pleasure. 

Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

    (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings 

and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then he added, 

“See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it 

is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 

once for all. 

And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices 

that can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, 

“he sat down at the right hand of God,” and since then has been waiting “until his enemies 

would be made a footstool for his feet.” For by a single offering he has perfected for all time 

those who are sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, 

“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: 

   I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds,” 

he also adds, 

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 

Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 

Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by 

the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and 

since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full as‑

surance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 

with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 

has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good 

deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another,  

and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

2nd Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 



Page 4 

 Please STAND, as able, and join in singing, 

Were You There? Hymnal #172
 

1. Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 

2. Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 

Please be seated for the first part of the Passion reading. 

 

(John 19:1-37) 
 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and 

put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him,     

saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said 

to them, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against 

him." So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to 

them, "Here is the man!" When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, 

"Crucify him! Crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find 

no case against him." The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and according to that law he 

ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God." 

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters 

again and asked Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore 

said to him, "Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release 

you, and power to crucify you?" Jesus answered him, "You would have no power over me 

unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is 

guilty of a greater sin." From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out,          

"If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king 

sets himself against the emperor." 

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge's bench at a 

place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of  

Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, "Here is your 

King!" They cried out, "Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!" Pilate asked them, 

"Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but the emperor." 

Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 
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 Please STAND, as able. 

So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place 

of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him 

two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate also had an inscription 

written and put on the cross. It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." Many of the 

Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and 

it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to 

Pilate, "Do not write, 'The King of the Jews,' but, 'This man said, I am King of the Jews.'"    

Pilate answered, "What I have written I have written." When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, 

they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took 

his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one 

another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it." This was to fulfill what 

the scripture says, 

"They divided my clothes among themselves, 

and for my clothing they cast lots." 

And that is what the soldiers did. 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the 

wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he 

loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son." Then he said 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), 

"I am thirsty." A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine 

on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said,  

"It is finished." Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during 

the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate 

to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came 

and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. But when 

they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one 

of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. (He who 

saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he 

tells the truth.) These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, "None of his 

bones shall be broken." And again another passage of scripture says, "They will look on the 

one whom they have pierced."  

Please be seated. 
  The Rev. Jerry Sather 

There will be a moment of silence for reflection following the sermon. 
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 Please STAND, as able.  

 
Dear People of God: Our heavenly Father sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, 

but that the world through him might be saved; that all who believe in him might be delivered 

from the power of sin and death, and become heirs with him of everlasting life. 
 

We pray, therefore, for people everywhere according to their needs. 
 

        † 

 

Let us pray for the holy Catholic Church of Christ throughout the world; 

 For its unity in witness and service 

 For all bishops and other ministers 

   and the people whom they serve 

 For John, our Bishop, and all the people of this diocese 

 For all Christians in this community 

That God will confirm his Church in faith, increase it in love, and preserve it in peace. 

Silence 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is gov‑

erned and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before  you for all 

members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly 

serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those in authority among them; 

 For Joe, the President of the United States 

 For the Congress and the Supreme Court 

 For the Members and Representatives of the United Nations 

 For the Armed Services of the United States 

 For Ukraine 

 For all who serve the common good 

That by God’s help they may seek justice and truth, and live in peace and concord. 

Silence 

Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your wis‑

dom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in tranquility your dominion may 

increase, until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind; 

 For the hungry and the homeless, the destitute and the oppressed 

 For the sick, the wounded, and the crippled 

 For those in loneliness, fear, and anguish 

 For those who face temptation, doubt, and despair 

 For the sorrowful and bereaved 

 For prisoners and captives, and those in mortal danger 

That God in his mercy will comfort and relieve them, and grant them the knowledge of his love, 

and stir up in us the will and patience to minister to their needs. 

Silence 

Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of  all who suffer: Let the cry of those in 

misery and need come to you, that they may find your mercy present with them in all their afflic‑

tions; and give us, we pray, the strength to serve them for the sake of him who suffered for us, 

your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us pray for all who have not received the Gospel of Christ; 

 For those who have never heard the word of salvation 

 For those who have lost their faith 

 For those hardened by sin or indifference 

 For the contemptuous and the scornful 

 For those who are enemies of the cross of Christ and persecutors of his disciples 

 For those who in the name of Christ have persecuted others 

That God will open their hearts to the truth, and lead them to faith and obedience. 

Silence 

Merciful God, creator of all the peoples of the earth and lover of souls: Have compassion on all 

who do not know you as you are revealed in your Son Jesus Christ; let your Gospel be preached 

with grace and power to those who have not heard it; turn the hearts of those who resist it; and 

bring home to your fold those who have gone astray; that there may be one flock under one     

shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us commit ourselves to our God, and pray for the grace of a holy life, that, with all who have 

departed this world and have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to God 

alone, we may be accounted worthy to enter into the fullness of the joy of our Lord, and receive 

the crown of life in the day of resurrection. 

Silence 
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 O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that won‑

derful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility 

the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are be‑

ing raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being 

brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Please STAND, as able, as the cross is carried into the church.  

During the said and sung anthems that follow, you may stand, kneel, or sit as you desire. 

You may also come forward to kneel before the cross.  You may touch or kiss the cross. 
 

The following Anthems are said, the People reading the parts in Bold. 

We glory in your cross, O Lord, 

 and praise and glorify your holy resurrection; 

 for by virtue of your cross joy has come to the whole world. 
 

May God be merciful to us and bless us, 

show us the light of his countenance, and come to us. 
 

 Let your ways be known upon earth, 

 your saving health among all nations. 
 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
 

 We glory in your cross, O Lord, and praise and glorify your holy resurrection; 

 for by virtue of your cross joy has come to the whole world. 
 

Remaining seated, please join in singing,  

Kyrie Eleison  Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 
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We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

 because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 

If we have died with him, we shall also live with him; 

 if we endure, we shall also reign with him. 
 

 We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

 because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 

We Adore You, Jesus Christ Taizé Community

 

O Savior of the world, 

who by thy cross and precious blood hast redeemed us: 

 Save us and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord. 
 
Pie Jesu, Requiem  Gabriel Fauré  

Solo: Jill Lynch, soprano  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pie Jesu, pie Jesu, pie Jesu, pie Jesu 

Qui tollis peccata mundi 

Dona eis requiem, dona eis requiem 

Pie Jesu, pie Jesu, pie Jesu, pie Jesu 

Qui tollis peccata mundi 

Dona eis requiem, dona eis requiem 

Agnus Dei, Agnus Dei, Agnus Dei, Agnus Dei 

Qui tollis peccata mundi 

Dona eis requiem, dona eis requiem 

Sempiternam 

Sempiternam 

Requiem 

Merciful Jesus... 

who takes away the sins of the world 

Grant them rest, grant them rest 

Merciful Jesus... 

who takes away the sins of the world 

Grant them rest, grant them rest 

Lamb of God... 

who takes away the sins of the world 

Grant them rest, grant them rest 

everlasting 

everlasting 

Rest 
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Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Celebrant Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your passion, cross, 

and death between your judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our 

death.  Give mercy and grace to the living; pardon and rest to the dead; to your 

holy Church peace and concord; and to us sinners everlasting life and glory; for 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

The Ministers and People depart in silence. 

 

The Service continues with the First Service of Easter 
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Detail—Michelangelo, Pieta, c. 1498-1500, marble  
St. Peter's Basilica, Vatican City  



Welcome! 
We warmly welcome you if you are here with us for the first time today. We joyfully welcome all 
people into our community – without exception. Whoever you are, and whatever the status of 
your relationship with God, you will find fellow travelers here.  

With blessings and peace from the community of St Francis Church. 
  

Weekly Worship 
Sundays  
8am—Rite I Holy Communion, Chapel 
10am– Rite II Holy Communion, Main Sanctuary 

Ongoing 
Bible Study on Zoom—Contacts: Jack Hailwood, john.w.hailwood@outlook.com or Suellen 
Eslinger, suellenesl@verizon.net 
Yoga—Mondays from 11:15am -12:45pm - Level 1/2 Hatha Yoga for Strength and Mobility. 

Wednesdays 9:00-10:15am Level 1 Gentle Yoga for Vital Mobility and Balance.  
Thursdays - 9:30am Vinyasa Yoga 
(free-will offering). Contact: Jill, jillfenskelynch@gmail.com 

Meditation—Thursdays 9:30-10:30am—in the library.  Contact: Kristina Pela , 
krab3@yahoo.com;  
AA—Thursdays & Sundays 7:30 pm, Al-Anon—Thursdays 7:00pm 
  

Clergy  
The Rev. Jerry E. Sather, Priest in Charge (Interim), jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
Direct Line: (310) 594-7984, Church Office:  (310) 375-4617 
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury, cstump@thecanterbury.org  
  

Children and families 
 We offer free childcare in the nursery on the Parish Hall stage, during 10am worship;  pre-K thru 
5th grade—Meet in classrooms at 9:55 a.m. Children re-join their families in Church in time for 
Communion. Contact: Kristina Pela , krab3@yahoo.com;  
  

  

Need help or Prayers?  Contact: Jerry+ 310 594-7984 jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
  

Staff 
Dr. Mark Bennett, (310) 594-7416, mark.bennett@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Director of Music 

Claire Erbeznik, (310 375-4617, claire.erbeznik@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Receptionist and Office 
Administrator 
Mr. David Knight, Organist.  
Dr. Susan Marshall, (310) 594-8427, publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Communications and 
New Media. 
Mr. Joel Miranda, Sexton 
Mrs. Elaine Mistele, (310) 594-8268, elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Business Manager 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  
  
  
  

St Francis Episcopal Church, 2200 Via Rosa, Palos Verdes, CA 90274, 310 375-4617. 
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org 
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