Please take a moment to silence your cellphone. Thank you.
Please also note that our services are publicly livestreamed.
Consider making a donation of altar flowers in honor of a special occasion or in memory of
someone you love. The suggested donation is $50. To arrange, please contact Elaine Mistele in
the Church Office: 310-375-4617, elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org.
Covid Safety Reminders
We are happy to welcome you! Masks are strongly encouraged for all, and required for unvaccinated persons while indoors to assure maximum protection for all. We recommend properly
fitting medical-type (not cloth) or K/N95 masks. We also recommend that masks be worn while
entering and exiting the church, singing, and during the distribution of communion. Please take
advantage of our online worship to stay home if you are feeling unwell in any way.

Prelude

Prelude in G minor
Morning Prayer

J.S. Bach
P.I. Tchaikovsky

Please STAND, as able.
Shepherd of Souls, Refresh and Bless

Hymn #343, v. 1-4

Celebrant/Preacher: The Rev. Jerry Sather
Deacon: The Rev. Celeste Stump

Celebrant
People

A † appears in the text where you may wish to make the
sign of the cross over your body. Making the sign of the
cross is a choice left to each worshipper.

Blessed be God: 
who forgives all our sins.
God’s mercy endures for ever.

It is simply a way to engage your entire body (not just your
speech and mind) in worship, and physically to signify embracing the blessing of God.

Please kneel as able,
Celebrant

Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us with confidence draw near to the throne of grace,
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:14,16

Celebrant

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy  on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.
S-102

(Sung three times)

Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Celebrant

Let us pray.

Amen.
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Alexander Archangelsky

Please be seated for the readings.
Joshua 5:9-12
1st Reader
A Reading from the Book of Joshua.
The Lord said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt." And so that
place is called Gilgal to this day.
While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover, on that very day,
they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the
day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops
of the land of Canaan that year.
1st Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 32 Beati quorum
Reader: Let us read from Psalm 32 by half verses (the People reading the text in bold).
1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, *
and whose sin is put away!
2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, *
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, *
because of my groaning all day long.

4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, *
and did not conceal my guilt.
6 I said," I will confess my transgressions to the Lord." *
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; *
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
8 You are my hiding-place;
you preserve me from trouble; *
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
9 "I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; *
I will guide you with my eye.
10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; *
who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
or else they will not stay near you."
11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; *
but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.
12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; *
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.
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2 Corinthians 5:16-21

2nd Reader

A reading from Paul’s second Letter to the Corinthians

From now on, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ
from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. If anyone is in Christ, there is
a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses
against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for
Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

2nd Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God

Please STAND as able, and join in singing.
Lord Jesus, Think on Me
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Hymn #641, v. 1-4

Please remain STANDING, as able, for

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Deacon
The Holy Gospel  of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the
scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them."
So Jesus told them this parable:
"There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me
the share of the property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them.
A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and
there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe
famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired
himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him
anything. But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have
bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father,
and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands."' So he set off and went to his
father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran
and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said
to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to celebrate.
"Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard
music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, 'Your
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe
and sound.' Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead
with him. But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working like a
slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a
young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back,
who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!' Then the
father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and
has been found.'"
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Rev. Jerry Sather

There will be a moment of silence for reflection following the sermon.
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Please STAND as able, and join in saying,
ll

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please remain STANDING, as able. The people reading the parts in bold.
Be glad and rejoice in the Lord; shout for joy, all you who are true of heart.
Having been reconciled to God through Christ Jesus, let us pray,
“Lord, let your mercy embrace us; accept our prayer.”
Gracious God, you have entrusted to your Church the ministry of reconciliation. Reconcile our
members to you and to each other, and then work through us to embrace the world.
Lord, let your mercy embrace us;
Accept our prayer.
Open our hearts to welcome sinners as you welcome us. Give us eyes to see others,
not from a human point of view, but as you see them. Lord, let your mercy embrace us;
Accept our prayer.
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Jesus, you are the true bread which gives life to the world: evermore give us this bread that our
souls may be satisfied. And satisfy our bodies with abundant produce from the land. Lord, let
your mercy embrace us;
Accept our prayer.
We pray, O God, for families. Restore broken relationships. Heal those who have suffered
betrayal and alienation. Comfort those for whom reconciliation in this life is not possible.
Shield those with reason to celebrate. Lord, let your mercy embrace us;
Accept our prayer.
You, O God, are a hiding place for those in trouble: you deliver the oppressed; you forgive the
guilty; you roll away the disgrace of your people. We make our prayers to you for those in trouble.
We pray for the people of Ukraine.
We pray for Andrea, Brian Bezner, Amy Clute, Matthew, Pauline Duley, Daniel, Ceri Falk,
Colette Furbush, Frances Hailwood, Sally Hill, Anna Kurth, Mick Mohuchy, Anne Marie and
Greg Morris, Marjorie Morris, Gladys Sather, Bruce Shaefer, Christa, Khash Zargham and those
we name before you (please add your own prayers, either silently or aloud).
Lord, let your mercy embrace us;
Accept our prayer.
Holy Jesus, we remember those who have died. It is our prayer that you may live in us, and we
in you, both in this mortal life and for all eternity.
Silence
Lord, let your mercy embrace us;
Accept our prayer.
Celebrant
God of patient love, you await the return of the wayward and wandering and eagerly embrace
them in pardon. Through baptism you have clothed us with the glory of Christ and restored our
inheritance: give us generous hearts to welcome all who seek a place at the table of your unconditional love. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant
People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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Please be seated for the Anthem. For the offertory, collection baskets are placed at the exit of the church
as you leave. Please follow instructions from the Ushers.
A Communion Invitation

Craig Courtney

Come, if you are lonely, my door is open wide.
All of you are welcome, come and step inside.
Enter with my blessing, no-one is denied.
Come, sit at my table, come, sit by my side.
Come, if you are thirsty, I will pour the wine.
If you hunger, take this bread, sit with me and dine.
Every weary traveler, every troubled soul,
Rest for just a moment and leave the table whole.
The feast I spread before you, the cup that we will share,
The bread we’ll break together, I’ve lovingly prepared.
Come, if you are thirsty, I will pour the wine.
If you hunger, take this bread, sit with me and dine.
Rest for just a moment and leave the table whole.
St. Francis Choir
Please STAND, as able, for,

Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Celebrant
People

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil,
and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again. Therefore
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Please join in singing,
S-129

Robert Powell

All STAND or kneel as able, as the Celebrant continues.
We will read the remainder of the Eucharistic Prayer responsively, the People reading the parts in Bold.
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,
the God and maker of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.
Celebrant
All

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
Celebrant

This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.
Whoever eats this bread will live for ever.
Franz Schubert

Celebrant

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

an invitation to pray together the spiritual communion prayer from the
National Cathedral. A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to
express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them
from actually receiving Holy Communion.

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
(St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787)
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Please STAND as able,
Celebrant
All

Let us pray.
Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Savior. Amen.

Celebrant

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father , the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among
you and remain with you always. Amen.

Please remain STANDING, as able, and join in singing,
Come Thou Fount

Deacon

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God!

People

Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Lenten Postlude

Hymn #686, v. 1-3

Flor Peeters

You are invited to be seated during the postlude to pray or simply to enjoy the music.
Alternatively, you may depart in peace following the Sending Forth.

Thank you for worshipping with us!
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Welcome!
We warmly welcome you if you are here with us for the first time today. We joyfully welcome all
people into our community – without exception. Whoever you are, and whatever the status of
your relationship with God, you will find fellow travelers here.
With blessings and peace from the community of St Francis Church.

Weekly Worship
Sundays
8am—Rite I Holy Communion, Chapel
10am– Rite II Holy Communion, Main Sanctuary

Ongoing

Bible Study on Zoom—Contacts: Jack Hailwood, john.w.hailwood@outlook.com or Suellen Eslinger, suellenesl@verizon.net
Yoga—Mondays from 11:15am -12:45pm - Level 1/2 Hatha Yoga for Strength and Mobility.
Wednesdays 9:00-10:15am Level 1 Gentle Yoga for Vital Mobility and Balance.
Thursdays - 9:30am Vinyasa Yoga
(free-will offering). Contact: Jill, jillfenskelynch@gmail.com
Meditation—Thursdays 9:30-10:30am—in the library. Contact: Kristina Pela, krab3@yahoo.com;
AA—Thursdays & Sundays 7:30 pm, Al-Anon—Thursdays 7:00pm

Clergy

The Rev. Jerry E. Sather, Priest in Charge (Interim), jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org
Direct Line: (310) 594-7984, Church Office: (310) 375-4617
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury, cstump@thecanterbury.org

Children and families
We offer free childcare in the nursery on the Parish Hall stage, during 10am worship; pre-K thru
5th grade—Meet in classrooms at 9:55 a.m. Children re-join their families in Church in time for
Communion. Contact: Kristina Pela, krab3@yahoo.com;
Teens (6th-12th grades)—Meet Sundays 4:00—6:00 p.m. Contact: Wayne —901-219-6564;
wayne@stfrancispalosverdes.org.
Need help or Prayers? Contact: Jerry+ 310 594-7984 jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org
Staff
Dr. Mark Bennett, (310) 594-7416, mark.bennett@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Director of Music
Mr. Wayne Hastings, wayne@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Youth Director & A/V Management
Mr. David Knight, Organist.
Dr. Susan Marshall, (310) 594-8427, publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Communications Specialist

Mr. Joel Miranda, Sexton
Mrs. Elaine Mistele, (310) 594-8268, elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Business Manager

St Francis Palos Verdes

@saintfrancisepiscopal

https://www.youtube.com/c/
StFrancisEpiscopalChurchPalosVerdes

St Francis Episcopal Church, 2200 Via Rosa, Palos Verdes, CA 90274, 310 375-4617.
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org

