
 

 

Please take a moment to silence your cellphone. Thank you. 

Consider making a donation of altar flowers in honor of a special occasion or in memory of 
someone you love. The suggested donation is $50. To arrange, please contact Elaine Mistele in 
the Church Office: 310-375-4617, elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org. 

Covid notes: We are happy to welcome you!  Masks are strongly encouraged for all and re-
quired for unvaccinated persons while indoors to assure maximum protection for all.  We rec-
ommend properly fitting medical-type (not cloth) or K/N95 masks. We also recommend that 
masks be worn while entering and exiting the church, singing, and during the distribution of 

communion.  And of course, please take advantage of our online worship to stay home if you 
are feeling unwell in any way. 

 

Celebrant/Preacher: The Rev. Jerry Sather 
Deacon: The Rev. Celeste Stump    
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Aria Gordon Young
 

   The God of Abraham Praise  Hymn #401, v. 1-5  

Please remain STANDING, as able for 

Celebrant    Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.  

People         His mercy endures for ever.  

Celebrant  There is one Body and one Spirit. 

People  There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

Celebrant  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People  One God and Father of all. 

 A † appears in the text where you may wish to make 
the sign of the cross over your body. Making the sign of 

the cross is a choice left to each worshipper.  
  

It is simply a way to engage your entire body (not 

just your speech and mind) in worship, and physi-

cally to signify embracing the blessing of God.  
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Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you.   

Celebrant Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all 

 who have gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent 

 hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of 

 your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 

 reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated for the readings. 

 Genesis 15:1-12,17-18  

1st Reader A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 

The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; 

your reward shall be very great." But Abram said, "O Lord God, what will you give me, for I 

continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" And Abram said, "You 

have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." But the word of 

the Lord came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be 

your heir." He brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you 

are able to count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your descendants be." And he believed 

the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Then he said to him, "I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you 

this land to possess." But he said, "O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?" He 

said to him, "Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years 

old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon." He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying 

each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when birds of prey 

came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness 

descended upon him. 

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed 

between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your de-

scendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates."  

1st Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 Psalm 27, Dominus illuminatio 

Reader: Let us read from Psalm 27 by half verses (the People reading the text in bold). 

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

whom then shall I fear? * 

the Lord is the strength of my life; 

of whom then shall I be afraid? 
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2 When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, * 

it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who  

stumbled and fell. 

3 Though an army should encamp against me, * 

yet my heart shall not be afraid; 

4 And though war should rise up against me, * 

yet will I put my trust in him. 

5 One thing have I asked of the Lord; 

one thing I seek; * 

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; 

6 To behold the fair beauty of the Lord * 

and to seek him in his temple. 

7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe  

in his shelter; * 

he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling 

and set me high upon a rock. 

8 Even now he lifts up my head * 

above my enemies round about me. 

9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation 

with sounds of great gladness; * 

I will sing and make music to the Lord. 

10 Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; * 

have mercy on me and answer me. 

11 You speak in my heart and say, "Seek my face." * 

Your face, Lord, will I seek. 

12 Hide not your face from me, * 

nor turn away your servant in displeasure. 

13 You have been my helper;  

cast me not away; * 

do not forsake me, O God of my salvation. 

14 Though my father and my mother forsake me, * 

the Lord will sustain me. 

15 Show me your way, O Lord; * 

lead me on a level path, because of my enemies. 

16 Deliver me not into the hand of my adversaries, *  

for false witnesses have risen up against me,  

and also those who speak malice. 

17 What if I had not believed 

that I should see the goodness of the Lord * 

in the land of the living! 
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 Philippians 3:17-4:1  
2nd Reader A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians. 

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example 

you have in us. For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, 

and now I tell you even with tears. Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory 

is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is 

from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of 

our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables 

him to make all things subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and 

long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

2nd Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please STAND as able. 

 Luke 13:31-35  

Deacon  The Holy Gospel  of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, "Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you."  

He said to them, "Go and tell that fox for me, 'Listen, I am casting out demons and performing 

cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the 

next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jeru-

salem.' Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! 

How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her 

wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see 

me until the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.'"  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord  

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Please be seated for, 

The Sermon   The Rev. Jerry Sather 

There will be a moment of silence for reflection following the sermon.
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Please be seated. 
 

Celebrant   The Candidate for baptism will now be presented.  

Parents & Sponsors I present Molly to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

The Celebrant asks the Parents & Sponsors of Molly 

Celebrant Will you be responsible for seeing that Molly is brought up in the Christian 

faith and life? 

Answer I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help Molly to grow into the full stature 

of Christ? 

Answer I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel 

against God? 

Answer  I renounce them  
 

Celebrant 

 

Answer  I renounce them  
 

Celebrant Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 

Answer  I renounce them  
 

Celebrant Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

Answer  I do. 
 

Celebrant Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

Answer  I do. 
 

Celebrant Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?  

Answer  I do.  
 

 

Molly Marie Young 

 

 

Parents   Mark and Leslie Young 
     

Godparents   Jerry and Natalie Finnegan 
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Please STAND, as able for,  

The Celebrant addresses the congregation, parents and sponsors. 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support Molly in her life in Christ? 

People We will 
 

Celebrant Let us join with Molly and renew our own baptismal covenant. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People   I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth.  

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

People   I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic Church,  

  the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 

 bread, and in the prayers? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 

 return to the Lord? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 

 every human being? 

People  I will, with God's help 



8 

Celebrant  Let us pray for Molly, who will receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
 

Leader  Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.  

People Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader  Open her heart to your grace and truth.  

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church.   

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Send her into the world in witness to your love.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory.    

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son 

may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; 

who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

The Family pours the water into the font. 

Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water.  

Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you 

led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of 

promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit 

as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of 

sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it 

we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obe-

dience to your Son, we bring into  his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them 

in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
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The Celebrant makes the sign of the cross in the water, saying 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that Molly, who here is 

cleansed from sin and born again may continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our  

Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Molly is presented to the Celebrant who then pours water upon her head three times, saying 

Celebrant 

People  Amen. 
 

The Celebrant makes the sign of the cross with Chrism (blessed oil), saying 

Celebrant 

People  Amen. 
 

Celebrant Molly, receive the light of Christ.   

  Let your life shine with the love of God within you. 

People  Amen. 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. Gracious God, you have blessed Molly with the new life of grace.   

  Give her a heart to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all  

  your works.  

 Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have be-

stowed upon Molly the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of 

grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and discern-

ing heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, 

and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works  

People  Amen. 
 

The Celebrant facing the people says 

Celebrant  

People   Molly, we welcome you into the fellowship of faith; we are children of the same 

 heavenly Father; and we welcome you. 

Celebrant  Let us welcome the newly baptized!  
 

Please remain STANDING, as able for 

  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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All remain standing. 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying  

"Lord, have mercy." 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God,  

and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority,  

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it,  

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick  

and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the people of Ukraine, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute,  

for prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for them,  

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed,  

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

In the communion of Francis and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves,  

and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 

To you, O Lord our God. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:  

Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Please be seated for the Offertory Music. For the offertory, a collection basket is placed at the exit as you 

leave. Please follow instructions from the Ushers. 
 

Please STAND, as able,

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father  

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us 

as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to 

guide us into all truth. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the com-

pany of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

Please kneel or STAND as you prefer. 

The Celebrant continues. The People join in reading the text in bold. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fall-

en into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your on-

ly and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a per-

fect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  

"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiv-

ing. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the ho-

ly food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully re-

ceive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day  

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People therefore let us keep the feast. 

All Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

  have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

  have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

  grant us peace. 
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The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion. Please follow the directions of the ushers. 
If you do not wish to receive or are not yet baptized, we encourage you to come forward to receive a bless-
ing. Simply fold your hands across your chest when you come forward.  The clergy will carry Commun-
ion to anyone in the congregation who is unable to come forward.  Please notify an usher if you 
wish Communion to be brought to you. Gluten-free Communion wafers are available. If you require 
one of these, simply ask at the Altar rail.
 

  

Celebrant Let us pray.    

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sac-

rament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Celebrant May the peace of Christ which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

 minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and 

 the blessing of God Almighty, the Father  , the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among 

 you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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Jesus Lover of My Soul  Hymn #699, v. 1-3 

Celebrant   Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
  

 

Postlude                                              Plein Jeu a la Couperin  Gordon Young  
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Welcome! 
We warmly welcome you if you are here with us for the first time today. We joyfully welcome all 
people into our community – without exception. Whoever you are, and whatever the status of 
your relationship with God, you will find fellow travelers here.  

With blessings and peace from the community of St Francis Church. 
 

Weekly Worship 
Sundays  
8am—Rite I Holy Communion, Chapel 
10am– Rite II Holy Communion, Main Sanctuary 

Ongoing 
Bible Study on Zoom—Contacts: Jack Hailwood, john.w.hailwood@outlook.com or Suellen Esling-
er, suellenesl@verizon.net 
Yoga—Mondays from 11:15am -12:45pm - Level 1/2 Hatha Yoga for Strength and Mobility. 

Wednesdays 9:00-10:15am Level 1 Gentle Yoga for Vital Mobility and Balance.  
Thursdays - 9:30am Vinyasa Yoga 
(free-will offering). Contact: Jill, jillfenskelynch@gmail.com 

Meditation—Thursdays 9:30-10:30am—in the library.  Contact: Kristina Pela , krab3@yahoo.com;  
AA—Thursdays & Sundays 7:30 pm, Al-Anon—Thursdays 7:00pm 
 

Clergy  
The Rev. Jerry E. Sather, Priest in Charge (Interim), jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org 

Direct Line: (310) 594-7984, Church Office:  (310) 375-4617 

The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury, cstump@thecanterbury.org  
 

Children and families 
 We offer free childcare in the nursery on the Parish Hall stage, during 10am worship;  pre-K thru 
5th grade—Meet in classrooms at 9:55 a.m. Children re-join their families in Church in time for 
Communion. Contact: Kristina Pela , krab3@yahoo.com;  
 

Teens (6th-12th grades)—Meet Sundays 4:00—6:00 p.m. Contact: Wayne —901-219-6564; 
wayne@stfrancispalosverdes.org. 
 

Need help or Prayers?  Contact: Jerry+ 310 594-7984 jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
 

Staff 
Dr. Mark Bennett, (310) 594-7416, mark.bennett@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Director of Music 

Mr. Wayne Hastings, wayne@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Youth Director & A/V Management 

Mr. David Knight, Organist.  

Dr. Susan Marshall, (310) 594-8427, publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Communications Special-
ist 

Mr. Joel Miranda, Sexton 

Mrs. Elaine Mistele, (310) 594-8268, elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Business Manager 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/ 

StFrancisEpiscopalChurchPalosVerdes 
St Francis Palos Verdes @saintfrancisepiscopal 

mailto:krab3@yahoo.com
mailto:cstump@thecanterbury.org
mailto:krab3@yahoo.com
mailto:wayne@waynehastings.net
mailto:wayne@waynehastings.net


16 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


