
 
Please take a moment to silence your cellphone. Thank you. 
 

Important Covid Safety Reminder 
In accordance with LA County Public Health requirements, Bishop Taylor has requested that masks 
must be worn at all times indoors, regardless of vaccination status. 
 
 

 
We warmly welcome you if you are here with us for the first time today. We joyfully welcome 
all people into our community – without exception. Whoever you are, and whatever the status 
of your relationship with God, you will find fellow travelers here.  
 

With blessings and peace from the community of St Francis Church. 
 
 

During the prelude, our acolytes will assist you with the lighting of the candle you were given as you 
arrived. Tip your unlit candle to light it from the acolyte’s flame.   

 

Please keep lit candles upright at all times and avoid contact with hair or clothing. 
 

Prelude: Christmas Pastorale          Marco Enrico Bossi                
  

Celebrant/Preacher: The Rev. Jerry Sather 
Deacon: The Rev. Celeste Stump  

Christmas Angel by Sheila Lee  
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Please STAND, as able, and, if fully vaccinated, you are invited to join in singing, 

Angels from the Realms of Glory  vv 1-3 Hymn #93 

3. Sages, leave your contemplations; 
brighter visions beam afar; 

seek the great Desire of nations; 
ye have seen his natal star: 

come and worship, come and worship 
worship Christ, the new-born King.  

 

Celebrant The people who walked in darkness have seen     

  a great light; those who lived in a land of deep  

  darkness—on them light has shined. 

People Glory to God in the highest,  

  and peace to God’s people on earth.   

  Alleluia! 
 

                                Angels We Have Heard On High            Hymn #96 
 

Angels we have heard on high 

Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 

Echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see 

him whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. [Refrain] 

 

 

1. Angels, from the realms of glory, 

wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

ye, who sang creation's story, 

now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

come and worship, come and worship 

worship Christ, the new-born King. 

2. Shepherds in the field abiding, 

watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with you is now residing, 

yonder shines the infant Light: 

come and worship, come and worship 

worship Christ, the new-born King.  

 A † appears in the text where you may 
wish to make the sign of the cross over 

your body.  

Making the sign of the cross is a choice left 
to each worshipper. It is simply a way to 
engage your entire body (not just your 

speech and mind) in worship and  
physically to signify  

embracing the blessing of God.  



3 

Please remain STANDING as able for,  

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you.   

Celebrant  Let us pray. O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness 

 of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on 

 earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy 

 Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please be seated and extinguish your service candles.   

Keep them nearby as we will light them again after Holy Communion. 

 Isaiah 9:2, 6-7    

1st Reader A Reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah.  
 

 2 The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

    on them light has shined. 
6 For a child has been born for us, 

    a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

    and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His authority shall grow continually, 

    and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

    He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  
 

1st Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Remaining seated, please join in singing, 

O Little Town of Bethlehem  Hymn #79, vs 1  
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
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 Titus 2:11-14    

2nd Reader A Reading from the letter of Paul to Titus. 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety 
and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, 
and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our 
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.  

2nd Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
 

Please STAND, as able, for the reading of the Holy Gospel,  

and join in singing the third verse of ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’. 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem   Hymn #79, vs 3 
 

 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous Gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still, the dear Christ enters in. 
 

 Luke 2:1-20 
Deacon  The Holy Gospel  of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be regis-

tered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged 

and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 

child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Please join in singing the last verse of  

O Little Town of Bethlehem  Hymn #79, vs 5 
 

 O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 
 

Please be seated for,.  The Rev. Jerry Sather 

There will be a moment of silence for reflection following the sermon 
 

Please STAND as able, and join in saying,  

 
(Updated from The Book of Common Prayer addendum, Enriching our Worship I)  
All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is,  seen and unseen.   
  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made.  

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the  
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became fully human.  

 

 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the   
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Please remain STANDING as able for, 

The People read the parts in bold. 

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.  

Therefore let us lift our hearts in prayer for the church and the world saying,  

“Holy God, hear our prayer.” 

Father, in this holy night your Son our Savior was born in human flesh. 

Renew your Church as the Body of Christ. Holy God, hear our prayer.  

In this holy night there was no room for your Son.   

Protect with your love those who are homeless, refugees, and all who live in poverty.  

Holy God, hear our prayer.  

In this holy night Mary, in the pain of labor, brought your Son to birth. 

Hold in your hand all who are in pain and distress, including Andrea, Barbara, Amy Clute, 

Pauline Duley, Ceri Falk, Sue Ferme, Frances Hailwood, Sally Hill, Michael, Mick Mohuchy, 

Marjorie Morris, Bruce Shaefer, Christa van der Velden, and all others we name before you 

now … (please add your own prayers, either silently or aloud); Holy God, hear our prayer.  

In this holy night your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness.  

Bring comfort to all who suffer in the sadness of our world. 

Holy God, hear our prayer.  

In this holy night the angels sang, ‘Peace to God’s people on earth.’ 

Be with our police, firefighters, medical personnel, and the members and families of our 

Armed Services. 

Strengthen those who work for peace and justice in our nation and in all the world.   

Holy God, hear our prayer.  

In this holy night shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy. 

Give us grace to preach the good news of salvation. 

Holy God, hear our prayer.  

In this holy night strangers found the Holy Family and saw the baby  

lying in the manger. 

Bless our homes and all whom we love. 

Holy God, hear our prayer.  

In this holy night heaven is come down to earth and earth is raised to heaven. 

Hold in your hand all those who have passed through death in the hope of 

your coming kingdom.  

Holy God, hear our prayer.  

In this holy night Christians around the world celebrate Christ’s birth.  

Open our hearts that he may be born in us today. 

Holy God, hear our prayer.  
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Celebrant Father, in this holy night angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger 

throne. Receive the worship we offer in fellowship with Mary, Joseph and all the saints 

through him who is your Word made flesh, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

Please be seated for the Anthem.  

For the offertory, collection baskets will be placed at the exit of the church as you leave.  

The First Noel Andrew Huish 
 

Refrain 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King, the King of Israel. 

 

The first Noel the angel did say, 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  

In fields where they lay akeeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

 

They looked up and saw a star  
Shining in the east, beyond them far;  
And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night. 
 

Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 

That hath made heaven and earth of naught,  
And with His blood mankind hath bought. 

 

Yihuan Zhao, Violin 
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Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them up to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Adapted from Common Worship 

Lord of all life, you created the universe where all living things reflect your glory. You give 
us this great and beautiful earth, to discover and to cherish. Tonight, we give you thanks  
because Jesus came to dwell with us; he revealed your glory and brought us out of darkness 
into your own marvelous light. 

And so we praise you with all the angels as we say: 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

All stand  or kneel as the Celebrant continues. The People read the parts listed in bold. 

We thank you, loving God, because, when we turned away, you sent Jesus, your Son.  

He gave his life for us on the cross and shows us the way to live. Send your Holy Spirit that 

these gifts of bread and wine may be for us Christ’s body and his blood. 

On the night before he died, when darkness had fallen, Jesus took bread. He gave thanks, 

broke it, and shared it with his disciples, saying: ‘This is my body, given for you. Do this to 

remember me.’ 

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, 

saying: ‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins.’  

As we do this, we remember Jesus who lives among us even now. This is what Christ has 

done for us: 

Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 

So God with this bread and this cup we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life. As you 

feed 

Help us to love one another, as we look forward to that day when suffering is ended,  

and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. And now with St Francis, St Nicholas,  

and all your saints we give you glory, through Jesus Christ, in the strength of the Spirit,  

today and for ever. 
 

All    Amen. 
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Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, let us say, 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 

 Amen. 
 

 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 

Please join in singing, 

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice Hymn #107

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 

ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ  

 died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

an invitation to pray together the spiritual communion prayer from the 

National Cathedral. A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time 

to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede 

them from actually receiving Holy Communion. 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.   
                            (St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Please follow the directions of the ushers. Please return to 

your seats before consuming the elements.  If you do not wish to receive, we encourage you to come for-

ward to receive a blessing. Simply fold your hands across your chest when you come forward.  

The clergy will carry Communion to anyone in the congregation who is unable to come       

forward.  Please notify an usher if you wish Communion to be brought to you.  

Gluten-free Communion wafers are available. If you require one of these, simply ask at the Altar rail. 

                                  

As you return to your pew after receiving Communion,  
please have your service candle ready to be lit again.  
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Please kneel or STAND as able 

Celebrant Let us pray.   

All God and Father of Jesus, you have sent your Son to be our Savior: our light in the 

midst of darkness, our hope in the face of threats, our peace amid turmoil.   

 In this word and sacrament we have seen him and know that your promises are 

true.  Send us forth from this assembly to live in hope and peace, until we gather 

again at his table.  This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

All kneel as able to sing                  Silent Night, Holy Night Franz Gruber 

Lift up your lit candle in the third verse when we sing,  
“Son of God…” and keep it held until the end of Silent Night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant Gift-giving God of angels and stars, shepherds and magi, promise and hope;  
  God, who calls and sends, blesses and guides: 
  God of ancient love that is always new; 
  God of Christmas, bless us now and always,  
  in the name of the Father , the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
 

1. Silent night, holy night, 

all is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace. 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night, holy night, 

shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, 

heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born!  

3. Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love's pure light 

radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
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Please STAND, as able, and join in singing, 

          Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                      Hymn #87 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Deacon Let us go forth in Christmas joy and peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude: Variations on Adeste Fidelis             arr. Knight 
   

Please extinguish your service candles  
and deposit them in the baskets provided by the ushers at the exit. 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us! 
 

1. Hark, the herald-angels sing 

glory to the new-born King, 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled. 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with the angelic host proclaim, 

'Christ is born in Bethlehem.' 

Hark, the herald-angels sing 

glory to the new-born King. 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of a Virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see: 

hail, the incarnate Deity, 

pleased as man with us to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark, the herald-angels sing 

glory to the new-born King.  

3. Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die. 

Born to raise us from the earth, 

Born to give us second birth. 

Ris'n with healing in his wings. 

Light and life to all he brings, 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hark! The herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King! 



 
St Francis Episcopal Church, 2200 Via Rosa, Palos Verdes, CA 90274, 310 375-4617. 

 www.stfrancispalosverdes.org 

Welcome! 
We warmly welcome you if you are here with us for the first time today. We joyfully welcome 
all people into our community – without exception. Whoever you are, and whatever the status 
of your relationship with God, you will find fellow travelers here.  

With blessings and peace from the community of St Francis Church. 
 

Christmas Services 
Saturday, December 25—Christmas Day 

10:00 am Holy Communion 
Sunday, December 26 

10:00 am Holy Communion 
Ongoing 

Bible Study on Zoom—Contacts: Jack Hailwood, john.w.hailwood@outlook.com or Suellen Es-
linger, suellenesl@verizon.net 
Yoga—Mondays from 11:15am -12:45pm - Level 1/2 Hatha Yoga for Strength and Mobility. 

Wednesdays 9:00-10:15am Level 1 Gentle Yoga for Vital Mobility and Balance.  
(free-will offering). Contact: Jill, jillfenskelynch@gmail.com 

Meditation—Thursdays 9:30-10:30am—in the library.  Contact: Kristina Pela , 
krab3@yahoo.com;  
AA—Thursdays & Sundays 7:30 pm, Al-Anon—Thursdays 7:00pm 
 

Clergy  
The Rev. Jerry E. Sather, Priest in Charge (Interim), jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org 

Direct Line: (310) 594-7984, Church Office:  (310) 375-4617 

The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury, cstump@thecanterbury.org  
 

Children and families—free childcare in the nursery on the Parish Hall stage, during 10am wor-
ship;  pre-K thru 5th grade—Meet in classrooms at 9:55 a.m. Children re-join their families in 
Church in time for Communion. Contact: Kristina Pela , krab3@yahoo.com;  
 

Teens (6th-12th grades)—Meet Sundays 4:00—6:00 p.m. Contact: Wayne —901-219-6564; 
wayne@stfrancispalosverdes.org. 
 

Need help or Prayers?  Contact: Jerry+ 310 594-7984 jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
 

Staff 
Dr. Mark Bennett, (310) 594-7416, mark.bennett@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Director of Music 

Mr. Wayne Hastings, wayne@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Youth Director & A/V Management 
Mr. David Knight, Organist.  
Dr. Susan Marshall, (310) 594-8427, publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Communications Specialist 

Mr. Joel Miranda, Sexton 
Mrs. Elaine Mistele, (310) 594-8268, elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Business Manager 

Ms. Mary Sanchez, (310) 594-4617, mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Off ice Administrator  

https://www.youtube.com/c/ 

StFrancisEpiscopalChurchPalosVerdes St Francis Palos Verdes @saintfrancisepiscopal 
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