
Preacher/Celebrant: The Rev. Jerry Sather, Deacon: The Rev. Celeste Stump 

 

 

Please take a moment to silence your cell phone. Thank you. 
 

 
Consider making a donation of altar flowers in honor of a special occasion,  or in memory of someone you love.   

The suggested donation is $50. To arrange, please contact Mary in the Church Office: 310-375-4617 or 

mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org. 
 
 

Important Covid Safety Reminders 
In accordance with LA County Public Health requirements, Bishop Taylor has requested that although social         
distancing is no longer required, masks must be worn at all times indoors, regardless of vaccination status.            
Non-vaccinated persons must continue to wear masks and maintain a six foot distance from those not in your      
immediate household at all times on campus, both indoor and outdoor. 

Some areas of the nave remain taped off for those who must remain distanced and for those, though vaccinated, 
choose to do so. We are confident that you will treat one another with love, dignity, and respect. 

Please also note that we publicly livestream our worship service.

 

Prelude                                                  Veni Emmanuel (arr. Pietro Yon) 

Please STAND as able, and if you are fully vaccinated, join in singing.  

            O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   Hymn #56, v. 1-5 
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Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom,  

 now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Let us pray.  

All Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your  

 Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Purple was the traditional color of Advent, a color that represents penitence and fasting, as well, as roy-
alty. Purple will continue to be the traditional color of Lent. But for Advent, we use deep blue, as other 
churches have come to do, because deep blue represents the Advent themes of expectation, hope and antic-
ipation of the dawn of Christ. It is the color in the sky before the sun rises, encouraging us to keep watch 
for the promised light of Christ to break over the horizon, changing night into day. The use of blue has 
deep historical roots.  
 

The origins of the Advent wreath are found in the folk practices of the pre‐Christian Germanic peoples 
who, during the cold December darkness of Eastern Europe, gathered wreaths of evergreen and lighted 
fires as signs of hope in a coming spring and renewed light. Christians kept these popular traditions alive 
to celebrate their Advent hope in Christ, the everlasting Light. 

 

A family steps forward, one reads, and after this prayer, a member lights the candle:    

Celebrant Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath.  

 The first candle represents the patriarchs. 

The candle is lit. 

Reader  Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors: to you be praise and glory  

forever. You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith and to journey in the 

hope of your promised fulfilment. May we be obedient to your call and be ready 

and watchful to receive your Christ, a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;      

for you are our light and our salvation. 

People Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you.   
 

Celebrant Let us pray. Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness,        

and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son 

Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall 

come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may 

rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

  

A † appears in the text where you may wish to 
make the sign of the cross over your body.  

Making the sign of the cross is a choice left to 
each worshipper. It is simply a way to engage 

your entire body (not just your speech and 
mind) in worship and physically  

to signify embracing the blessing of God.  
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Please be seated for the readings. 

 Jeremiah 33:14-16   

1st Reader A Reading from the Book of the prophet Jeremiah. 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 

spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days   

Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 

called: "The Lord is our righteousness." 

1st Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God 

   Psalm 25:1-9, Ad te, Domine, levavi  

Reader  Let us read from Psalm 25 responsively by half verse—(the People reading the text in bold). 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 

my God, I put my trust in you; * 

let me not be humiliated, 

nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 

and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; 

in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 

for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love 

and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 

and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * 

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.  
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1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

2nd Reader A reading from Paul’s first Letter to the Thessalonians. 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 

because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and 

restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may 

the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we 

abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 

blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  

2nd Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God 

Please STAND as able, and if you are fully vaccinated, join in singing. 

      How Bright Appears the Morning Star  Hymn #497, v. 1, 3 
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Please remain STANDING, as able. 

Luke 21:25-36

Deacon The Holy Gospel  of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 

among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and 

foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when 

these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 

drawing near." 

Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves 

you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation 

will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away. 

"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and 

the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all 

who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the 

strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Please be seated for the sermon.  

 The Rev. Jerry Sather 

Please STAND as able, and join in saying, 

ll We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth,  
     of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
   the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
   begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
   Through him all things were made.  

    For us and for our salvation  
      he came down from heaven:  
   by the power of the Holy Spirit  
      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
      he suffered death and was buried.  

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
      he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
     and his kingdom will have no end.  
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father.  
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
   He has spoken through the Prophets.  
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
   We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Please remain STANDING, as able, for  

 

In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid, we pray to Jesus. 

Come to your Church as Lord and Judge. 

We pray for all bishops and clergy, including John, Jerry, and Celeste. 

Guide with your Spirit those preparing our parish profile to enable our rector search. Give us 

grace to abound in love for one another that we may stand in the day of judgment. Help us to 

live in the light of your coming and give us a longing for your kingdom. 

Maranatha:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Come to your world as King of the nations. 

We pray for our President and Congress, our Governor and Legislature and all who serve in our 

Armed and Foreign Services. 

Before you rulers will stand in silence. 

Maranatha:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Come to the suffering as Savior and Comforter. 

We pray for …Andrea, Barbara, Amy Clute, Pauline Duley, Ceri Falk, Frances Hailwood,  

Sally Hill, Michael, Mike Mohuchy, Marjorie Morris, Bruce Shaefer, and all others we name   

before you now… (please add your own prayers, either silently or aloud);  

Break into our lives where we struggle with sickness and distress, 

and set us free to serve you for ever. 

Maranatha:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls. 

We remember those who have died … (please add your own prayers, either silently or aloud);  

Give us with all the faithful departed a share in your victory over evil and death.  

Maranatha:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory.  

Lift us up to meet you, that with blessed Andrew, Francis, and all your saints and angels we may 

live and reign with you in your new creation. 

Maranatha:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Silence is kept. 
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Celebrant: Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; give new courage to your people, who trust in 

your love. By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom on earth as 

in heaven, where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, one God for      

ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Deacon Let us confess our sins to God.  
 

Please STAND or kneel as able 

All  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.        

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son  

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant  Almighty God, have mercy   on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Ministers and People exchange signs of peace in the name of the Lord.  
 

Please be seated.
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Please remain seated for the Anthem. For the offertory, collection baskets will be placed at the exit of the church as you leave.  
 

Who But the Lord? Craig Courtney 
 

Men: 

O come, Thou bright and morning star and bring us comfort from afar. 

Dispel the shadows of the night and turn our darkness into light. 
 

Who but the Lord can give the shadows light, 

can break into the dark, draw morning from the night? 

Who but the Lord will hear our cry and answer: “Here am I?” 
 

Who but the Lord makes blinded eyes to see, 

brings music to the deaf, sets the lonely captive free? 

Who but the Lord will by his glory show the paths of peace? 

Who but the Lord? Who but the Lord? 
 

O shine on us the brightness of Your face, 

To earth’s remotest end, every people, every race. 

O shine on us until to each is shown your saving grace. 

O shine on us, O shine on us, O shine. 
 

Who but the Lord can give the shadows light? 

None but the Lord. 
 

St. Francis Choir 
Please STAND, as able,

Celebrant  Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 

bread and wine to offer, which the earth has given and human hands have made.  

It will become for us the Bread of Heaven and the Cup of Salvation. 

People   Blessed be God forever. 

Celebrant  Receive, O Lord, all these gifts presented by your holy people for the work of your 

holy Church. 

People   Blessed be God forever. 
 

From Enriching Our Worship
The people join in reading the parts in bold. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving 

God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created 

all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the 

womb; you brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are 

you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; and so as the morning 

stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout for joy: 

Please STAND as able, and if you are fully vaccinated, join in singing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please kneel or STAND as you prefer. 

The Celebrant continues. The People join in reading the text in bold. 
 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people 

to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of 

promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of 

your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, 

you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the    

glory you intend for us. 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given 

 

Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink 

this, all of you: this cup is the New Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the 

forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and 

human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 

Celebrant and People 

Dying, you destroyed our death. 

Rising, you restored our life. 

Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
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The Celebrant continues 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the 

of hope, justice, and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the 

 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship 

you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 

All Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 

Celebrant We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

People  We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.   
 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ  

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

an invitation to pray together the spiritual communion prayer from the National Cathedral.   

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive 

Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion. 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 

above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 

unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.   
                            (St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 
 

All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Please follow the directions of the ushers. Please return to your seats before  

consuming the elements.  If you do not wish to receive, we encourage you to come forward to receive a blessing. Simply fold your 

hands across your chest when you come forward. The clergy will carry Communion to anyone in the congregation who is 

unable to come forward.  Please notify an usher if you wish Communion to be brought to you.  

Gluten-free Communion wafers are available. If you require one of these, simply ask at the Altar rail. 
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Following communion, please STAND, as able,  

Celebrant Let us pray.  

All Holy and eternal God, you have graciously fed us with the Body and Blood of 

your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, that 

when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; who is 

alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Celebrant May the dawn of Christ’s coming be the joy of your strength.  

 May the sun of righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 

your path; And may the blessings of God our Creator, Jesus our Redeemer, and the 

Spirit our Sustainer, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.  
 

Please STAND as able, and if you are fully vaccinated, join in singing. 

        Watchman, Tell Us of the Night  Hymn #640, v. 1-3  

Deacon   As we await our coming Savior, go in the peace of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude:                        Rorate Coeli  (arr. Pietro Yon) 
 

You are invited to be seated during the postlude to pray or simply to enjoy the music. 
Alternatively, you may depart in peace following the Sending Forth. 

 

Please join us for a coffee fellowship under the arches. 

Thank you for worshipping with us! 

 



Welcome! 
We warmly welcome you if you are here with us for the first time today. We joyfully welcome all 
people into our community – without exception. Whoever you are, and whatever the status of your 
relationship with God, you will find fellow travelers here.  

With blessings and peace from the community of St Francis Church. 
 

Coming Up! 
Advent Quiet Day—Tuesday November 30, 9am—noon. Rev. Jude returns to help us “Open Up to 
God” by awakening our senses through activities, laughter, prayer, and silence  

Advent Wreath Making is Back! Next Sunday, December 5—wreath-making and festive treats at 
10am coffee hour. 

Ongoing 

Bible Study on Zoom—Contacts: Jack Hailwood, john.w.hailwood@outlook.com or Suellen Eslinger, 
suellenesl@verizon.net 
Yoga—Mondays from 11:15am -12:45pm - Level 1/2 Hatha Yoga for Strength and Mobility. 

Wednesdays 9:00-10:15am Level 1 Gentle Yoga for Vital Mobility and Balance.  
(free-will offering). Contact: Jill, jillfenskelynch@gmail.com 

Meditation—Thursdays 9:30-10:30am—in the library.  Contact: Kristina Pela , krab3@yahoo.com;  
AA—Thursdays & Sundays 7:30 pm, Al-Anon—Thursdays 7:00pm 
 

Clergy  
The Rev. Jerry E. Sather, Priest in Charge (Interim), jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
Direct Line: (310) 594-7984, Church Office:  (310) 375-4617 
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury, cstump@thecanterbury.org  
 

Children and families—free childcare in the nursery on the Parish Hall stage, during 10am worship;  
pre-K thru 5th grade—Meet in classrooms at 9:55 a.m. Children re-join their families in Church in 
time for Communion. Contact: Kristina Pela , krab3@yahoo.com;  
 

Teens (6th-12th grades)—Meet Sundays 4:00—6:00 p.m. Contact: Wayne —901-219-6564; 
wayne@stfrancispalosverdes.org. 
 

Need help or Prayers?  Contact: Jerry+ 310 594-7984 jerry.sather@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
 

Staff 
Dr. Mark Bennett, (310) 594-7416, mark.bennett@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Director of Music 
Mr. Wayne Hastings, wayne@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Youth Director & A/V Management 
Mr. David Knight, Organist.  
Dr. Susan Marshall, (310) 594-8427, publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Communications Specialist 

Mr. Joel Miranda, Sexton 
Mrs. Elaine Mistele, (310) 594-8268, elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Business Manager 
Ms. Mary Sanchez, (310) 594-4617, mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org, Off ice Administrator  

 
Names of those in the armed forces we pray for this week. 

All those who serve in the armed and foreign services, and for their families: Drew Deley, Michael Herredia, Mark 

Kappelmann, Maia and Tom Lainis, Will Piepenbring, Scott Ruston, Michael Strong, Jonathan Zimmerman and Steve. 
 

 
 
 

St Francis Episcopal Church, 2200 Via Rosa, Palos Verdes, CA 90274, 310 375-4617. 
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/ 

StFrancisEpiscopalChurchPalosVerdes St Francis Palos Verdes @saintfrancisepiscopal 
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