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Dear Family of St Francis, 

The grace, peace and love of God transforms our hearts in mysterious ways as we learn to 
listen to the language of God in our lives. My listening this past year has led me to a deci-
sion that I thought was far off. With a sense of fullness and completeness, I have decided 
it is time for me to retire. I hold the following in my heart: “For everything there is a season, 
and a time for every purpose under heaven.” Eccles. 3:1 The diocese requires that “a priest 
occupying any position in this church shall resign that position” on or before their 72nd 
birthday. And, I have turned 71. 

My last day at St Francis will be January 31, 2021. This was a difficult decision to make be-
cause of how much you mean to me and how fulfilling the privilege of serving St. Francis 
has been these past almost 12 years. From the bottom of my heart I thank you for all the 
ways we shared in the ministry and love of Jesus Christ: “we are in this together.” 

I know there is much ahead to prepare for such a leave-taking and new leadership. The 
Rev. Tom Discavage of the Diocesan Office of Formation and Transitions will be meeting 
with the Vestry on the evening of November 18 to explain the process and guidelines. 

The process will begin with the Vestry overseeing the establishment of two committees of 
parishioners: a parish profile committee (the church history, present ministries and future 
dreams of St Francis Church), and a search committee to review the resumes of candidates 
for Rector who review the parish profile and apply. The Vestry will make the final choice 
of a new Rector. During this process, arriving sometime in February, an Interim Priest-in-
Charge will serve the parish until a new Rector is called. The Rev. Jude Lyons has agreed 
to continue on during this time of transition as the full time Associate Rector.

A new decade invites new vision, and the parish of St Francis is ready for 2021 and be-
yond. We have become a family that supports one another yet extends itself in many 
outreach ministries. We have prayed together, laughed and loved together. All of these 
blessings have been imprinted on my heart. Yes, you have blessed me more than you 
know. I have grown in my love of God and who God created me to be. I pray you have 
experienced these graces for yourselves too. When I became Rector I used the following 
passage with confidence and it bears repeating now. “I am about to do a new thing; now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” 
(Isaiah 43:19) God will light the way for you and for me. Thank you for the privilege of 
serving and loving you.

With love and care, now and always,
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