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St. Francis Episcopal Church
Palos Verdes Estates, California

From Mo. Paula
The Very Rev. 
Paula Vukmanic, 

paula.vukmanic@ 
stfrancispalosverdes.org 

310 375 4617 ext 223

I greet you with joy and 
thanksgiving in this De-
cember AND January Bell-

ringer Newsletter. 
I greet you in a season 
of Advent, flowing 
into a New Year. In the 
middle of these two 
months we celebrate 
the birth of the Now 
and Always presence 
of Jesus, God-with-us, 
more than a Christmas 
baby! The proclama-
tion of Christmas has 
echoed through the 
ages, “Glory to God in 
the highest and peace 
on earth”. 
“Glory to God” the an-
gels sang on the night 
Jesus was born. Each 
Christmas season we hear that procla-
mation and sing Christmas hymns with 
gusto. Is your sense of the glory of God 
growing in you? Has Christmas been 
a source of renewed joy and peace? In 
the book, Children’s Letters to God com-
piled by David Heller, the first letter 
reads: 

Contd. on page 3...

I suspect that God intended much 
more then we experience or realize 
in the gift and power of Jesus that we 
celebrate in Christmas, much more 

than beautifully wrapped Christmas 
presents, gift cards, receipts saved for 
exchanges, etc.! 
Children notice everything and often 
ask questions with a clear-eyed vi-
sion of innocence that seems to fade 
with age. In Dr. Heller’s book, we 
read of children’s ideas about God. 
These young authors range from six 
to twelve, they come from a variety of 
religious backgrounds – and all seem 
to know God personally. 

Dear God, 

Did you think that Christ-
mas would turn out like 
this when you started it? 

Love, Wendy (age7) 
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Sunday Sermons
Online 

Missed a Sunday, or 
want to hear the sermon 
again? 
Find them at:
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Sermons online.

Find out what’s on...
Go to 
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Calendar. 
This online calendar 
serves as our master 
calendar for the parish. 
Printed copies of the 
current and upcoming 
week are available in 
our weekly worship 
bulletin. 

Full Calendar 
See inside final page(s).

Bellringer 
Submissions
The deadline for submis-
sions is the 15th of each 
month. 
Please email to 
publications
@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
or deliver to the Publica-
tions box in the Parish 
Office. 

Worship!
Sundays

8 a.m. Rite I in the 
Chapel
9:55am Sunday School
10 a.m. Rite II in the 
Church

Private Prayer
The Baptistry of the 
Chapel, and the Nason 
Prayer Chapel in the 
Main Church are always 
available for private 
prayer between services.

Wednesdays
12:10 pm 
Bring your lunch, if 
you’d like. Following a 
brief informal service 
in the Chapel, you are 
invited to eat and enjoy 
informal conversation 
with St. Francis’ clergy 
and staff.

PhotograPhy
We are always looking for photographs and video of 
the people and places of St Francis church to display the 
vibrancy and joy of our church community. If you have 
photos you would be happy for us to use in our published 
materials, please feel free to send them to Susan Marshall 
at: publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org.
Important note regarding privacy 
Our worship is open to all, so in common with other 
churches, our campus and sanctuaries are regarded as 
public spaces, with no restrictions on still or video pho-
tography, all of which may be posted online and on social 
media. 
If you have a particular wish that photos of yourself (other 
than unidentified in large group shots), and/or of your 
minor children, not be used, please also contact Susan Mar-
shall at: publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, and we will 
do our best to respect that. 

Like us on Facebook - St Francis Palos Verdes, 
and Twitter: @stfrancispalosverdes

Mailing List

Our Vision 
We strive to be a diverse and nurturing faith com-
munity, radiating God’s love and peace in our 
ministry to the world, and welcoming everyone to 
active worship and service. 

Our Mission 
We welcome everyone to worship God together, 
to be transformed by the Holy Spirit and each 
other, and to share the light of Christ in the world. 

December 2019 & January 2020
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Contd. from front page.

December 2019 & January 2020 December 2019 & January 2020

Christmas 
Carolling 
Sunday, 
December 8, 
4:30 pm, All Ages!
An evening of Christmas 
caroling around a fire pit. 
Dress warmly, bring an 
outdoor chair and enjoy 
fellowship during Advent. 
 

Christmas Carolling!!!

Yes, their questions make one think they know God 
personally as they ask their simple straight-forward 
questions ranging from the mundane to the cosmic. 
How children perceive God was the focus of research 
for the author of Children’s Letters to God. As I pe-
rused the book, I went back to my childhood, trying 
to remember when I first had a sense of God. 
As we transition into the year 2020, may you pause 
to appreciate who God is in your life. We all have 
different views of God and experiences of God. 
Hopefully, our parish life, our worship services, our 
Sunday forums, our fellowship events, our invita-
tions for prayer, our Bible study gatherings, our 
presence with one another are all different glimpses 
of God’s presence of love, power and peace. 
“Be still and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10a) is at 
the heart of prayer. To know God personally is at the 
heart of the human invitation, renewed each year in 
the Christmas event, God becoming one of us. I pray 
that each of us becomes more aware of the personal 
Presence and Grace of God in our lives so much so 
that we can write our own letters to God with sim-
plicity and truth like Mary in the following letter:

May God be real. May Jesus be your friend. May the 
Spirit be a guiding source of Peace. May this New 
Year deepen what God has begun in you!
With love and care for each of you,

Paula+

Dear God,

Thank you for the dollhouse 
this last Christmas. I wonder if 
you could stop by to play with 
me? We could play Family, or 
School or maybe Bible Stories. 
Whatever you like.

Love, Mary (age 7)
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Advent Quiet Day—
Waiting With Mary
Wednesday, Dec 4, 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
led by Olufemi Dawn Knight 
(Femi), who comes to us 
from Fuller Seminary and 
is a new member of our 
parish family. So come to 
the Quiet Day on to en-
gage with scripture about 
Mary, listen to some music 
of The Magnificat, and to re-
flect on what waiting means 
to us. You can expect some 
time together and  some 
time alone in silence. Light 
refreshments will be avail-
able, and for those who 
wish to attend, there is a 
Eucharist at 12:10 p.m. in the chapel, following the 
Quiet Day sessions.

Advent and Christmas

Christmas Worship
Sunday, December 22 – 
Lessons and Carols, with Family Eucharist 
and Christmas Cookie Sunday after 10:00 
a.m. worship.

Tuesday, December 24
4:00 p.m. Childrens’ Christmas Eve Service 
& Pageant
8:15 p.m. Christmas Eve Choral Prelude 
The St Francis Choir and instrumental en-
semble will share beautiful anthems telling 
the story of Christmas.
9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

Wednesday, December 25
10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Holy Communion

Celebrate the start of Advent with festivities as we 
meet in the Parish Hall to make wreaths, plus crafts 
for kids. We will be selling Advent wreath rings and 
candles that day - $10 per set. Also stop by to pick 
up an Advent Calendar (for adults and families) as 
well as Advent Candle Lighting Devotionals (also for 
adults and families). 
The devotional contains prayers, readings, and hymn 
selections for each Sunday and was written by Rev. 
Jude. Plus! The annual Friars’ Advent Breakfast after 
both worship services!

December 1 is Advent Sunday! Wreath-Mak-
ing, Devotionals and Friars Advent Breakfast

at St Francis
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Vestry Nomination!
Please pray about nominating yourself or someone 
else to be on our Vestry, the governing board of our 
parish. We share in the mission and leadership of our 
parish through our variety of gifts. Please talk to one 
of the Vestry members or Paula+ about this reward-
ing service. (The Vestry meets on the 3rd Wednesday 
of the month and is a 3 year commitment. Election of 
4 new Vestry members will take place at our January 
Annual Meeting.) Gratefully, 

Paula+

What has developed 
since The Rev. Peter 
Huang left, 
September 29?
At a Vestry meeting in September, right before Peter+ 
left our parish after 4 years of ministry among us, the 
Vestry asked me what I was going to do? I told them 
the following:
• I had talked with The Rev. Joanna Satorius, Com-

missioner for Diocesan Transitions and Deploy-
ment, and she gave me a list of possible clergy 
that might be available for interviews for his po-
sition. Since Peter+ was part-time, as you know 
he was also in private practice as a therapist, as it 
turned out, there was not another clergy avail-
able for only a part-time position at this time of 
the year.

• Given we have talent among us, and in talking it 
through with the Vestry, Canon Hank Gatlin has 
taken on some of the ministry of Peter+, namely 
the area of membership. Some ministry areas 
were shifted or dropped for Hank and some 
hours may be added in January. Hank is a natu-
ral for “welcome, invite, connect”, the program 
we as a guide for membership. Hank is working 
with enthusiasm and energy. He continues as 
the Coordinator of Shared Ministries, leads the 
Ministry Council and coordinates ministry areas 
such as the S.A.G.E.S. He will also be turning his 
attention to coordinating those who might feel 
called to develop a Peace and Social Justice Min-
istry among us.

• I had hired The Rev. Jude Lyons, our transitional 
Deacon, for 10 hours to be an Associate for Spiri-
tual Care and the Arts. With Peter’s+ leaving, the 
Vestry voted, and she said yes, to an increase to 
20 hours per week. Jude is now the Associate for 
Adult Christian Formation and the Arts. Adult 
Christian Formation is a significant ministry area 
and she has stepped into the role with passion 
and creativity as witnessed by her “Tuesday 
Night Tacos and Bible Study”, and the “Open 
Mic Night”. She is coordinating the Advent Quiet 
Day with Femi Knight. Jude leads a meditation 
and bible study every Thursday morning.

• In talking with Joanna Satorius+ again, it seems 
waiting until the next group of seminarians will 
be ordained in June, and interviewing before 
then, might help us discern if there is a new 
clergy person God is calling to become a part of 
the St Francis family.

• Also, Hank and our Pastoral Care Shepherd 
Kristina Pelá are looking into re-establishing a 
Stephen Ministry at St Francis which we had 
years ago. Stephen Ministers are trained to be a 
support for parishioners in crisis. 

I wanted to update all of you on ministry areas and 
staff status. At the heart of my ministry is my belief 
that we are in it together! Thus I share all this to be 
transparent and to ask for your prayers that we are 
always open to the movement of the Spirit. And I am 
always open to hear your perspectives on our steps 
and shifts.
With love and care for each of you,

Paula+



December 2019 & January 2020

Page 6

Families and Kids Pre-K thru 5th Grade

Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin, 
Coordinator of Sunday School
suzanne.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Sunday School: Where and When 
We begin at 9:55am. Please sign-in your child(ren) at the 
age appropriate room.
We have two Godly Play rooms.

Children ages 3 to 5 ½ - meet in “level 1” on the left of 
the Parish Hall stage.
Children ages 6 to 11 - meet in the “level 2” in the 
center of the Parish Hall stage.
Nursery Care ages 0-3 - meet in the NURSERY to the 
left stage side - accessible from the back hallway 

It’s the most wonderful 
time of the year!!  
I love preparing for and getting ready for Christ-
mas throughout the four weeks of Advent and 
then celebrating Christmastime. And it really is 
very special to see Christmas through the eyes of 
children. In Godly Play Advent is unfolded beau-
tifully leading up to the birth of Jesus. 
Children listen so attentively to the mystery 
and wonderment of all these events; just watch-
ing them brings us closer to to where our hearts 
and minds should focus. There is a simple truth 
and an uncomplicated faith which God blesses 
children with. May God bless us with the gift of 
seeing these coming weeks as through the eyes of 
a child.

Advent Sunday – December 1
Preparations for our 4:00pm Christmas Eve 
Christmas Pageant will begin on Sunday De-
cember 1, after the 10:00 service where we will 
have costumes available. 
ALSO that day, during and after the brunch, 
we will have Advent Wreaths to make and take 
home and fun crafts for children. Parents can join 
in or relax with an extra cup of coffee and adult 
conversation.

On Sunday December 8 we will 
“bring back the Christmas Carolling!!”  
A Fun Parish Family gathering that will delight 
everyone. 4:30 p.m. Under the Arches. Dress com-
fortably and festively!

Fourth Sunday Coffee Hour December 22
will be Christmas Cookies! Feel free to bring your 
favorite Christmas cookies. Happiness!!

We will have a special Epiphany coffee hour on 
January 5
continuing to celebrate Christmas and the arrival 
of the Magi with their gifts for the ChristChild. 
There will be “gold”, Frankincense, and Queen 
and Kings’  crowns!

ENJOY this most wonderful 
time of the year!
Suzanne Gatlin
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All Things Youth!
During the School Year - September to June 
- we meet every Sunday afternoon from 4 - 6 
p.m. Join us in the Youth Room at the far 
end of the Parish Hall.
Keep up to date by subscribing to our Youth 
Group Newsletter, All Things Youth! 
Scan the QR code below to sign up.

Connecting Youth to God and one another 
through commnity

Youth Ministries 
at St Francis 

All middle school and high school students are invited to participate in all Youth Group activities.
Contact Wayne Hastings (901-219-6564 or wayne@stfrancispalosverdes.org) for details.

December 1 – Advent Sunday, 
4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
Have fun decorating  the YG room 
and donation box, and making Advent 
wreaths.
December 8, 4:30 p.m.  
join us round the fire-pit under the 
arches for a festive and casual carol 
sing-along!

Sunday, December 15 – Christmas party 
at the Sams’ house - and a tour through 
the Christmas lights at Candy Cane Lane.
December 22 - Sunday before Christmas 
– no meeting. Enjoy the Service of Les-
sons and Carols that morning, and we’ll 
see you at one of the Christmas services!
December 29 - YG grads Panel - 
“What I wish I’d Known Before 
Leaving High School”

Note: the above list is tentative and subject to change. 
For all the latest news and updates, scan this QR code to subscribe to our weekly 
email newsletter.
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  Christmas Altar Flower Donations - Celebrate and Remember!
Fill out this form in order to contribute to the Christmas decorations of our 

church and chapel through the giving of memorial flowers. The minimum 

suggested donation is $30. Checks should be made payable to St. Francis 

Altar Chapter and marked Christmas Memorial Flowers.  Place form and 

cheque in office or in Collection Plate.  Please write separate checks for 

flower and music donations if giving to both.

Name of Donor:

Given in loving memory of:

or Given in Thanksgiving for:

If you have any questions, please call the church office on 310-375-4617. Deadline for insertion into the 

Christmas Bulletins is Sunday, December 15.  Please print names, and write clearly. Thank you!

 Christmas Music Donation
St Francis is renowned for our outstanding music, blending centuries’ 

old traditions of church music with newer composers right up to the 

present day. 

Our choir always welcomes new members (no audition necessary).

Your generous donations help to support the additional music and 

musicians which add to our celebratory worship, as well as helping 

to maintain our regular year-round program. Please write separate 

checks for flower and music donations if giving to both.

Thank you so much for your donation! 

Your name:

Checks should be made to St. Francis Church and marked Christmas Music.  

Place form and check in the office or in the Sunday collection plate.

For more information contact Jeannie Cobb - Ext 228, jeannie.cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org
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Outreach at St. Francis
“Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”

Donations - see the blue donation bin in the lower Parking lot

• St Luke’s (see below) - always needs mens and womens underwear. Any type 
- cheap is fine. Just the more we can give the better. Online packs can be bought 
cheaply eg. http://www.theadairgroup.com/underwear/assorted-colors-adult-
boxer-briefs-p-304.html offers packs of a dozen for $9.16 each.

• No dirty or stained items; clean, unstained, and whole (not needing mending) 
items are best;

• Check expiration dates on canned and boxed foods; we don't want to run the risk 
of making anyone ill;

• Think about the weight of your donations; one large, heavy bag should be con-
verted to two smaller (or less full) bags so that we can transport it not only to our 
cars, but to the donee's location; in gentlest terms, we are a small (but mighty), 
mostly older group doing the lugging!

• Please contact Outreach Shepherd Gayle Taylor - gaylentaylor@gmail.com - if you have large or bulky items. 
Last, but certainly not least, accept the heartfelt gratitude of the folks at St. Luke's, at Harbor Interfaith, and all 
others, who receive your generosity.  Thank you! 

Our St. Francis family is very active in supporting several programs in our area, around the Diocese, and the world. To see 
details and pictures of each area, please visit us on the web at www.stfrancispalosverdes.org/outreach. 
The following pages give details of the programs we currently support and their immediate needs. Please consider how 
you might be able to make a difference. 

Invite, Welcome & 
Connect 
YOU are invited - to be a part of this hospitable 
and special parish ministry.
We are looking for engaging, welcoming, friendly 
people (which means everyone at St. Francis is 
eligible) to gather on the patio, the boardroom, or 
under the arches on Sunday mornings to welcome 
and engage newcomers to St. Francis. We will plan to 
meet quarterly, as needed, and we will have Wel-
come Conversations in the board room twice a year.  
Part of what makes St Francis parish so special is the 
warm welcome, Christian Fellowship and our “Big 
Family” atmosphere.
To be “Welcomed” as part of this fun ministry, 
contact Hank Gatlin at: hank.gatlin@stfrancispalos-
verdes.org
Thank you and Godspeed!

Antiques Show 
Planning meeting —
Sunday, January 12, 2020 at 11:30 a.m. 
in the Boardroom.
Our recent 51st Annual Antiques Show was another 
resounding success and netted over $26,000! Come 
help us build on that success as we start planing our 
52nd Show. All are invited, and your input is wel-
come! Blessings, Jamie Bellows and Wendy Pratt
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Help Harbor Interfaith Services, Inc. in their plans 
to distribute over 700 complete holiday meals 
for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Your help with 
the following items will make the holidays much 
brighter and full of hope.

Thanksgiving 
Food Distribution 
Monday, November 25th (Assembly): 
12:30 – 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 26th (Event): 
1:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Holiday Block Party
Friday, December 13th (Decoration of 
Shelter)
Saturday, December 14th (Event): 
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Christmas Food & 
Toy Distribution
Friday, Decemer 20th (Assembly): 
12:30 – 4:00 p.m.
Monday, December 23rd (Event): 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

2019
If you are interested in volunteering your 
time for any of the events below, please 
contact Wesley Dugle at extension 305 or 
wdugle@harborinterfaith.org.

To schedule a toy/food drive, or to adopt 
a family, please contact Mike Radice at 
extension 224 or 
mradice@harborinterfaith.org.

Harbor Interfaith Services, Inc. 
670 W. 9th Street
San Pedro CA 90731

310 831 0603
www. Harborinterfaith.org

Meat
•	 Frozen	turkey	(Thanksgiving)
•	 Spiral	ham	(Christmas)

Trimmings
•	 Canned	vegetables	(green	beans	or	corn)
•	 Instand	mashed	potatoes
•	 Stuffing	or	dressing	mix
•	 Canned	yams	or	sweet	potatoes
•	 Cake	mix	and	frosting

OR – Grocery gift cards

Toys for the Christmas Food and Toy distribution should be 
unwrapped, and can include any age range from 1 month to 18 
years of age.

Many of our teens are often forgotten. $20 gift certificates to 
stores, movie theaters or juice/yoghurt shops in the area help a 
teen know that their community cares.

Harbor Interfaith
Thanksgiving and Christmas
Food and Toy Drive

Donation Box
Look for Decorated Boxes 
for Toy Donations in the 
Narthex in December!
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Outreach at St. Francis “Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”

Dear St. Francis Scholarship Outreach 
Fund,
My name is Julissa Tripler. I recently graduated from 
Hawthorne Math and Science Academy this past 
June and was one of your recipients. My old email 
was julissa_tr19@hsdstudent.org. I am currently at-
tending the University of California, Davis. Thank 
you again for your support of my higher education. 

Designs for Dining is 
Coming in 2020
Designs for Dining is Coming—Save the Date-
--March 6, 2020
Designs for Dining is the annual 
fundraiser for the St. Francis Out-
reach Scholarship Fund that helps 
deserving students with college 
expenses and mentoring.

What can you do to help for 
this event? 
• Help to work a shift—Martha 

Bragg will be staffing, starting 
in January

• Help with Invitation Mailing—
Tuesday, January 28 at 9:30 a.m.

• Design a Table—if you don’t 
have dishes, we have extra sets, 
something fun like a St. Patrick’s Table?

• Attend or bring friends to the event-or give us 
their address, we will mail an invitation

• Donate an item to our silent auction—we will be 
collecting items in the new year, 

• Bring baked items for our refreshments
  Questions?  Cheryl Gutierrez, cacgmayday@gmail.
com (310) 621-3532, Robin Pano, r.pano@hotmail.
com (310) 779-0486

Designs for Dining
Silent Auction
• gourmet gadgets, 
• silver knick knacks, 
• crystal dishes, 
• gift cards you won’t use? 
Do you have any of these items, or similar treasures, 
sitting around your house collecting dust? Well, 
you can support the St. Francis Outreach Scholar-
ship Fund by donating your items to the upcoming 
Designs for Dining silent auction! 
Donations from our parishioners have been some 
of our most popular auction items bringing in hun-
dreds of dollars for our scholarship recipients! 
You will also receive a letter noting your donation 
for tax purposes. Items may be brought to the church 
office up until February 21, 2020.  Thank you! 
For questions, contact Gayle Taylor, gaylentaylor@
gmail.com, or (310) 375-7038.

I have used the money towards class fees and other 
school needs.
As the end of my first quarter comes to an end, I 
wanted to update you all on my focus in college. 
I used to want to major in business but decided to 
stick with Human Development on a pre-med track. 
My current goal is to become a dermatologist and 
hopefully do research on genetic skin disorders like 
vitiligo. In order to achieve this I will have to enroll 
in lots of science classes for med school perquisites as 
well as take classes over the summer back home.
I hope you are all doing well and respond since we 
were encouraged to stay in touch. Thank you again 
for giving me the opportunity to be a part of your 
scholarship fund.
Best,
Julissa Tripler

Letter from a 
Scholarship Reciptient!
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As in any Episcopal church, all women 
of the parish are automatically a mem-
ber. Among other events, the ECW at St 
Francis sponsors the Annual St Francis 
Antique Show.

In addition, many of us are members of one or more 
of the Guilds, which are smaller groups who meet 
for social fellowship and also to support various out-
reach or charitable causes.

How Do I Join?
We would love to see you at any of our events or 
meetings - just come along! Check out our Website 
Guilds page, and if any one or more appeals to you, 
contact the Chair for more information.

News for December and January
Here we are at the end of the year. All of the busi-
ness of the holidays will soon be just a memory. 
Hope they are good ones for you.
With the new year comes all sorts of opportunities 
(Elaine Mistele’s favorite word). There are 2 guilds 
you can visit to connect with other women in the 
parish. All of the activities coming up will need 
helpers of all sorts. And then there is the Antiques 
show!
Participating in any of these activities gives you the 
chance to be with other members of the parish on a 
different plane than Sunday morning. A good time 
to really get to know that person you always see at 
the “peace”.
Look for announcements of these opportunities and 
see which is best for you. We always look forward 
to getting to know you.
Lastly, I want to thank all of you for the prayers and 
support given to my family and I during our dif-
ficult time. It has meant so much to know that you 
and the staff were always there for us. 

Anna Eakins, ECW co-President

Episcopal Church Women (ECW)

January - 
Super Singers Invited!
Beginning in January the St Francis Choir will be 
preparing the lustrous Requiem by Maurice Duruflé 
for our Evensong in March. The St Francis Choir will 
once again join together with the Sanctuary Choir 
of St Peter's By the Sea Presbyterian Church to bring 
their voices to a beautiful concert at St Peter's (on 
Sunday, March 22 at 3:30), and to our Evensong Ser-
vice here (Sunday, March 29, 4:00). Folks who like to 
sing are invited to join us for this exciting event. "Su-
per Singers" rehearse with the St Francis Choir from 
7:15-8:15 on Thursday evenings. Call Jeannie Cobb 
for more information, or just drop in on a Thursday 
evening beginning January 2 to check us out.
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A Men’s Corner: Connecting With Other Men 
at St. Francis
Wednesday, December 11th and Wednesday, January 22nd, 
6:30 p.m. The Corner Bakery, 1868 S. Pacific Coast Hwy, 
Redondo Beach.
Canon Hank Gatlin hosts this monthly fellowship time for men. Come connect 
with other men at St. Francis, join in each other’s spiritual journey over a meal or 
cup of coffee.  Let us know if you can join us—or just stop by! 
hank.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Parish Calendar— Recurring Events - December  2019 & January 2020
Day Time/Location
Sundays
Holy Eucharist Rite I 8 a.m. Chapel

Sunday School 9:55 a.m. Godly Play classrooms

Holy Eucharist Rite II 10 a.m. Main Church

Childrens’s Choir 11:30 a.m. Choir room

CRASH! and eMerge (Middle 
and High Shool Youth)

4 - 6 p.m. Youth Room

AA meeting 7pm Board Room

Day Time/Location
Mondays
Yoga All Levels Hatha 9-10:30am
Wednesdays
Yoga All Levels Hatha 9-10:30am.

Holy Eucharist Rite I 12:10 p.m. Chapel
Thursdays
Meditation Group 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Library

Choir Rehearsal 7:30 - 9 p.m. Choir Room

Al-Anon 7:30 p.m. Board Room/Library

Sages On The Move For 
Christmas
Come Celebrate Christmas With The Sages 
On Thursday, December 12Th. 
Meet at the Mary & Joseph Retreat Center (5300 
Crest Road, Rancho Palos Verdes/Tel: 310-377–4867) 
for an 11:30 a.m. docent led tour of their crèches 
from around the world, followed by lunch at the 
center. This year the focus will be on Joseph, an 
often overlooked character. Joseph was the reason 
the Holy Family was in Bethlehem and, in his role as 
protector, helped navigate the perilous early years. 
The reduced cost for the docent tour and lunch will 
be $10 per person. Please sign up in the church office 
and contact Hank if you have any questions at hank.
gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org.

St. Anne’s Guild Annual 
Christmas Auction 
Monday, December 9 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Board Room of the Parish Hall.  
All are welcome for delicious Christmas treats and an 
evening of lively bidding on gift items for family and 
friends for Christmas.  All 
proceeds are used for our 
parish and outreach in the 
community! 
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Parish Calendar — December 2019 & January 2020
Event Date Time Location
1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - Advent Wreath Mak-
ing - Friars Breakfast

12/1/2019 11:30 AM Parish Hall

Anxiety Workshop 12/2/2019 7:00 PM Board Room
Altar Guild Meeting 12/4/2019 9:00 AM Board Room
Sages - Christmas Lunch 12/5/2019 11:30 AM Kitchen & Parish Hall
Volunteers at Harbor Interfaith Pantry 12/5/2019 1:30 PM Harbor Interfaith - San Pedro
Choir Practice 12/5/2019 7:15 PM Choir Room
Ten Thousand Villages 12/8/2019 8:00 AM Board Room
Christmas Caroling 12/8/2019 4:30 PM Church - Under the Arches
St. Anne's Christmas Annual Auction 12/9/2019 6:30 PM Board Room
Sages - Christmas Party 12/10/2019 11:00 AM Board Room & Kitchen
 Bible Study for Today with Tacos 12/10/2019 7:00 PM Board Room
Choir Practice 12/12/2019 7:15 PM Choir Room
Meeting The Episcopal Church Again for the 
first time: "Jesus,more than a Christmas Baby," 
led by Paula, Jude & Hank

12/15/2019 9:15 & 11:30 
AM

Board Room

Anxiety Workshop 12/16/2019 7:00 PM Board Room
Taizé - Service of Healing & Wholeness 12/17/2019 7:00 PM Chapel
Choir Practice 12/19/2019 7:15 PM Choir Room
Orchestra Rehearsal 12/21/2019 9:00 AM
Lessons & Carols & Holy Eucharist - Rite I 12/22/2019 8:00 AM Chapel
Lessons & Carols & Family Eucharist - Rite II - 
Christmas Cookie Sunday

12/22/2019 10:00 AM Church

CANCELED -- Pastoral Care - Yoga 12/23/2019 9:00 AM Board Room
Childrens' Christmas Eve Service 12/24/2019 4:00 PM
Christmas Eve Choral Prelude 12/24/2019 8:15 PM
Christmas Eve Service 12/24/2019 9:00 PM Church
Christmas Day Holy Communion 12/25/2019 10:00 AM
CANCELED - Choir Practice 12/26/2019 7:15 PM Choir Room
CANCELED -- Pastoral Care - Yoga 12/30/2019 9:00 AM Board Room
Altar Guild Meeting 1/1/2020 9:00 AM Board Room
CANCELED -  Pastoral Care - Yoga - Level 1 1/1/2020 9:00 AM Board Room
Volunteers at Harbor Interfaith Pantry 1/2/2020 1:30 PM Harbor Interfaith - San Pedro
The Rev. Jude Lyons Ordination 1/11/2020 10:00 AM St. John's Pro-Cathedral, Adams Blvd.
ANTIQUE Show Planning Meeting 1/12/2020 11:30 AM Board Room
 Bible Study for Today with Tacos 1/14/2020 7:00 PM Board Room
Youth -  Great Egg Boil 1/17/2020 6:00 PM Kitchen, Board Room and Parish Hall
St. Luke's  Breakfast & Shower Ministry 1/18/2020 7:00 AM St. Luke's - Long Beach
ALL PARISH - ANNUAL MEETING 1/26/2020 11:30 AM Parish Hall & Kitchen
St. Anne's Meeting 1/27/2020 7:00 PM Board Room
Designs for Dining Invitation Mailing 1/28/2020 9:30 AM Board Room
Taizé - Service of Healing & Wholeness 1/28/2020 7:00 PM Chapel
Set-Up - St. Teresa's 
Chinese New Year Celebration

1/31/2020 11:30 AM Parish Hall & Kitchen
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December 2019 & January 2020

Advent TaizÉ 
SErvice

of Wholeness 
and Healing

Tuesday DecEMber 17

St. Francis Episcopal Church
2200 Via Rosa (at Palos Verdes Blvd)
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org 310-375-4617/ FAX 310-791-2740
The Very Rev. Paula Vukmanic, Rector and Dean of Deanery 8
The Rev. Judith Lyons, Associate for Adult Christian Formation and the Arts 
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury
Dr. Jeannie Cobb, Director of Music
Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin, Sunday School and Family Ministries’ Coordinator 
Canon Hank Gatlin, Coordinator of Shared Ministries
Mr. Wayne Hastings, Youth Director
Mr. David Knight - Organist  
Dr. Susan Marshall, Communications Specialist 
Mr. Joel Miranda, Sexton
Mrs. Elaine Mistele, Business Manager
Ms. Mary Sanchez, Office Administrator
For a direct response rather than dialing 911, this is our Palos Verdes Police Department phone #: 
1 310 378 4211. You might want to put it in your cell phone:  

Articles and comments are welcome.
Submit to publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, 
or to the church office By the 15th of each month.
Change service requested
Time dated material
No LoNger AtteNdiNg st FrANcis? 
If you would like to stop receiving the Bellringer, please help us save costs by contacting the Parish Office — 
Phone: 310-375-4617, Email: mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org or FAX 310-791-2740. THANK YOU!


