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St. Francis Episcopal Church
Palos Verdes Estates, California

From Mo. Paula
The Very Rev. 
Paula Vukmanic, 

paula.vukmanic@ 
stfrancispalosverdes.org 

310 375 4617 ext 223

In September, we begin a 
new ministry program year 
together … Happy New 

Year! 
I invite you to enter our new program 
year with vision and vitality! Vision 
and vitality are the words I heard 
within, like an invisible roadmap, a 
spiritual GPS way forward as I ended 
my month of sabbatical/vacation in 
July. 
On my first Sunday back in church 
I preached about another word that 
begins with a “v” which is “values”. 
In that Sunday’s gospel, Jesus exposed 
the selfish values of the rich man who 
had a bumper crop, so overwhelming; 
he tore down his old barns to build 
bigger and better ones. The rich man’s 
values were greed and an abundance of 
possessions. The rich man chose greed 

Contd. on page 3...

over generosity and did not share with 
others from his abundance. 
So what are your values? I would think 
many of you would say, “I value fam-
ily, love and friendships.” Others might 
add health...honesty…my faith…integ-
rity…peace…freedom…
Values are actually a core part of mak-
ing us who we are. A value is some-
thing we freely choose. We cherish it, 
we act upon it, and allow it to become 
an integral part of our life. Our world 
allows us options or alternatives from 
which we chose what is important to us. 
We respond by living our choices.
So what are your core values that make 
you…you?
Sometimes we can say we value some-
thing, like a particular friendship, 
but actually do not act on it. We keep 
putting off calling or making a commit-

ment to meet. Or we say 
we value inner peace but 
do not try to eliminate 
the stressors or try to 
foster a prayer practice 
that could center us more 
peacefully. The simplest 
instrument of peace is 
your own breath. Breathe 
deeply the word peace 
or love…in other words, 
breathe in your core 
values. As we mature, 
we let go of some values 
and add new ones to our 
lives. 

Happy New 
Program Year!
Why not volunteer to be 
a chalice bearer, reader,  
acolyte, verger, join the 
choir, the altar guild, 
become active with the  
Friars???  The opportuni-
ties are endless! 
Make your vision heard!

Gratefully, Paula+
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Sunday Sermons
Online 

Missed a Sunday, or 
want to hear the sermon 
again? 
Find them at:
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Sermons online.

Find out what’s on...
Go to 
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Calendar. 
This online calendar 
serves as our master 
calendar for the parish. 
Printed copies of the 
current and upcoming 
week are available in 
our weekly worship 
bulletin. 

Full Calendar 
See inside final page(s).

Bellringer 
Submissions
The deadline for submis-
sions is the 15th of each 
month. 
Please email to 
publications
@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
or deliver to the Publica-
tions box in the Parish 
Office. 

Worship!
Sundays

8 a.m. Rite I in the 
Chapel
9:55am Sunday School
10 a.m. Rite II in the 
Church

Private Prayer
The Baptistry of the 
Chapel, and the Nason 
Prayer Chapel in the 
Main Church are always 
available for private 
prayer between services.

Wednesdays
12:10 pm 
Bring your lunch, if 
you’d like. Following a 
brief informal service 
in the Chapel, you are 
invited to eat and enjoy 
informal conversation 
with St. Francis’ clergy 
and staff.

PhotograPhy
We are always looking for photographs and video of 
the people and places of St Francis church to display the 
vibrancy and joy of our church community. If you have 
photos you would be happy for us to use in our published 
materials, please feel free to send them to Susan Marshall 
at: publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org.
Important note regarding privacy 
Our worship is open to all, so in common with other 
churches, our campus and sanctuaries are regarded as 
public spaces, with no restrictions on still or video pho-
tography, all of which may be posted online and on social 
media. 
If you have a particular wish that photos of yourself (other 
than unidentified in large group shots), and/or of your 
minor children, not be used, please also contact Susan Mar-
shall at: publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, and we will 
do our best to respect that. 

Like us on Facebook - St Francis Palos Verdes, 
and Twitter: @stfrancispalosverdes

Mailing List

Our Vision 
We strive to be a diverse and nurturing faith com-
munity, radiating God’s love and peace in our 
ministry to the world, and welcoming everyone to 
active worship and service. 

Our Mission 
We welcome everyone to worship God together, 
to be transformed by the Holy Spirit and each 
other, and to share the light of Christ in the world. 

September 2019
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Get Connected!  & Welcome to the 
New Program Year!

September 8, after 10 a.m. worship
Re-connect with one another and meet new friends; 

check out ministry opportunities 
and enjoy a full-on barbecue!

•	Bouncy house 
•	Ministry Council table with information on our ministries 
•	BBQ
•	People Bingo

What do you value? Self-sufficiency, equality, kind-
ness, patience, humility, faith in God, forgiveness, 
happiness, loyalty, respect for others…???
Vision, vitality and values…we are in this together 
as we begin a new program year, but as you have 
heard, The Rev. Peter Huang will be moving for-
ward. On the last day of September we will celebrate 
Peter’s ministry among us these past four years. He 
embraces a new spiritual roadmap, a new season in 
his life, and we shall embrace a new season in the life 
of our parish family.
We have personal dreams and visions, as well as, 
family dreams and visions. There are church visions 
and individual parishioner visions. 

What is God calling us to next? Let us listen carefully 
to the stirrings in our hearts, the nudges, the dreams 
that awaken a desire to step out in faith, hope and 
love, a desire for more...............? You fill in the blank!
But don’t keep it to yourself. Share your vision and 
fan our flame of vitality so that we are truly a Light 
to the world. May our core value be Love.
May God bless each of you in the way God knows 
you most need. With love and care for each of you,

Paula+



September 2019

Page 4

Families and Kids Pre-K thru 5th Grade

Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin, 
Coordinator of Sunday School
suzanne.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Sunday School: Where and When 
We begin at 9:55am. Please sign-in your child(ren) at the 
age appropriate room.
We have two Godly Play rooms.

Children ages 3 to 5 ½ - meet in “level 1” on the left of 
the Parish Hall stage.
Children ages 6 to 11 - meet in the “level 2” in the 
center of the Parish Hall stage.
Nursery Care ages 0-3 - meet in the NURSERY to the 
left stage side - accessible from the back hallway 

SEPTEMBER!!!!!!! 
How great is that!!! 
New everything! New classes, new clothes, new 
friends, new goals, And... New start to Sunday 
School and our Godly Play program!!

Godly Play re-starts 
Sunday September 8
Our first Sunday back in the Godly Play class-
rooms will be September 8. We have a wonderful, 
dedicated group of teachers and greeters return-
ing this Fall but we are always appreciative of 
more volunteers!! If you think that you might be 
interested please feel free to contact me! Or if you 
have questions about the Godly Play program 
please feel free to contact me. I will also be avail-
able at Get Connected to answer questions. 

Register Your Child(ren) - it’s easy!
All Sunday School children need to register each 
new school year. Registration forms are available 
in the church office, at Sunday school or online. 
We are looking forward to teaching our parish 
children this year and helping them develop their 
own personal faith. 

Join the Sunday 
School Teacher Team!
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Wayne Hastings,
Youth Director
(901) 219-6564
wayne@stfrancispalos-
verdes.org

Middle and High School Youth

Blessing of 
Backpacks
All students, of any age, bring your 
school backpacks to receive a blessing. 

Plus....
Our first Youth Group session for the 
2019-2020 school year is also Sunday, 
September 8. We will meet every week 
from 4:00pm to 6:00pm in the Parish 
Hall Youth Room. For more about 
youth groups, contact Wayne.

See you Sunday!

I need You! - to Volunteer for 
Youth Group!
St. Francis needs a few volunteers to assist with our 
youth group ministry. You can assist with youth 
group if you are an adult (18+) or a parent whose 
children have aged out of our youth group program. 
If we could get three or four volunteers to participate 
in youth group once a month, that would be awe-
some! Email or call Wayne Hastings for details - 901-
219-6564
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Donations - see the blue donation bin in the lower Parking lot

Please...
•	 St Luke’s (see below) - always needs mens and womens underwear. Any type 

- cheap is fine. Just the more we can give the better. Online packs can be bought 
cheaply eg. http://www.theadairgroup.com/underwear/assorted-colors-adult-
boxer-briefs-p-304.html offers packs of a dozen for $9.16 each.

•	 No dirty or stained items; clean, unstained, and whole (not needing mending) 
items are best;

•	 Check expiration dates on canned and boxed foods; we don't want to run the risk 
of making anyone ill;

•	 Think about the weight of your donations; one large, heavy bag should be con-
verted to two smaller (or less full) bags so that we can transport it not only to our cars, but to the donee's loca-
tion; in gentlest terms, we are a small (but mighty), mostly older group doing the lugging!

•	 Please contact Outreach Shepherd Gayle Taylor - gaylentaylor@gmail.com - if you have large or bulky items. 
Last, but certainly not least, accept the heartfelt gratitude of the folks at St. Luke's, at Harbor Interfaith, and all 
others, who receive your generosity. 
Thank you! 

Outreach at St. Francis
“Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”
Our St. Francis family is very active in supporting several programs in our area, around the Diocese, and the world. To see 
details and pictures of each area, please visit us on the web at www.stfrancispalosverdes.org/outreach. 
The following pages give details of the programs we currently support and their immediate needs. Please consider how 
you might be able to make a difference. 

Help the Homeless
Undie sunday is Sep 15; 
Next breakfast—Sat, Sep 21
Would you like to help the 
homeless through our part-
nership with St. Luke's in 
Long Beach? 
We serve breakfast, pass out 
clothing, and help coordinate 
the showers program six times per year: the third 
Saturday of  July, September, and November. You 
can help by serving from 7:00 a.m. to 9:30, or help by 
donating food or money. 
You can also donate underwear on "Undie Sunday," 
the Sunday before we visit St. Luke's. Contact Gayle 
Taylor at gaylentaylor@gmail.com.for more informa-
tion.

Can You Donate 
a Dryer 
for the Homeless?

St. Luke's Breakfast and Showers Program is look-
ing for a used gas clothes dryer in good condition to 
help with the washing and drying of towels.  If you 
have one, or know someone who does, please con-
tact Gayle Taylor at gaylentaylor@gmail.com.  
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Outreach at St. Francis “Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”

The St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund
Photos from Summer Pool Party!

Left to right- front row
Julissa Tripler (UC Davis), 
Nicolette Tuazon (UC Merced)    
Veronica Mejia- (Pierce College)
Jackeline Hernandez- (El Camino)

Left to right- Back row
Adriana Chavez (CSU Long Beach 
Grad)
Kris Matus,(Cal Poly Pomona), 
Derek Rodriguez (UC Merced)
Elishebah Tate-Pullman (CSU- 
Long Beach Grad)

SFOSF - Cal State Long Beach 
Honors Grad in Math Hoping to Do 
Math Tutoring this Fall
SFOSF celebrated this year's  CSU Long Beach Grad, Adriana Chavez, at the 
pool party after the 10:00 a.m. service on August 11, 2019. A few students also 
attended the service.
If you would like to contact Adriana for tutoring, text her at (310) 357-8893, or 
let Cheryl Gutierrez or Robin Pano know that you are interested in math tutor-
ing and they will set up a time for you to discuss.
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As in any Episcopal church, all women of the parish are automatically a 
member. Among other events, the ECW at St Francis sponsors the Annual St 
Francis Antique Show.
In addition, many of us are members of one or more of the Guilds, which 
are smaller groups who meet for social fellowship and also to support vari-
ous outreach or charitable causes.

How Do I Join?
We would love to see you at any of our events or meetings - just come along! 
Check out our Website Guilds page, and if any one or more appeals to you, 
contact the Chair for more information.

Anna Eakins, ECW co-President

Episcopal Church Women (ECW)

Message from Jimmy Gomez 
- UC Santa Cruz
Hello Ms. Gutierrez and St Francis,
Hope everyone is well and having fun in sunny 
Southern California.
I finished my first year of college!!!!!! It's so crazy 
to even say it. I honestly wouldn't have changed 
it one bit. I got good grades, made long-lasting 
friendships, but most importantly saw the personal 
growth I aimed to obtain in my early undergraduate 
career. 
As always, I decided to focus more time on my 
academics than my family this summer. I've become 
a work maniac. So I am currently taking summer 
session classes on campus to get ahead on my Major 
courses and General Education Requirements (GE's).
My research in Watsonville is hectic at times, yet 
rewarding because I'm beginning to understand 
the importance of urban gardening on the cultural 
aspect and nutritional value in a food desert town. 
Working with the Elementary school children and 
fabricating a science curriculum based on the con-
cept of gardening is a constant joy because I see 
myself in these kids when it comes to learning more 
about the natural world. 
Medical School is still the dream.  

Next Year 
1. I became my college's president for the Student 
Union Assembly: Student Government on campus. 
2. I am one of the 6 campus-wide Peer Advisers for 
EOP. I got assigned the Pre-Med/Biology category, 
therefore, I will work with incoming and current 
biology students striving to get into Medical School. 
3. I am working with three other students to create a 
Big Sibling Program, a non-profit organization, this 
year in Watsonville with Pajaro Valley Prevention 
Center. I am the head mentor and program assistant 
for troubled kids (ages 7 to 18). Many of these kids 
are simply looking for a role model and find happi-
ness in the darkest of times.
4. I am on the planning Committee for Colleges 
Against Cancer, including their annual Relay for 
Life.
5. I'm more than halfway through my Study Aboard 
Program planner. I will be going to Sweden, Nor-
way, or Mexico my third year to complete my Bio-
chemistry courses. 
I can't thank you enough for all the help St. Francis 
has done for me. Finishing my first year without tak-
ing out loans or paying out of pocket was a blessing 
to my parents and I. Knowing St Francis is there, I 
had a sense of stability, and appreciated my roots 
when it came to all the sacrifices I've made. 
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Emergency 
Preparedness 
Workshop—Sun, September 15, 11:30 a.m. 
The Vestry Safety and Security Committee has been 
working to keep our parishioners informed in the 
event of an emergency. There will be an “In Case 
of Emergency” card placed in each pew as a quick 
reference in the event an emergency. The card will 
include a list of what we might do in event of a Fire, 
Earthquake, Medical Emergency, Violent Outburst 
etc. The card will also have the emergency number 
to PVE police. The Safety Committee is also working 
on a date to train ushers and other interested parish-
ioners in leadership in case of an Emergency. Lastly 
there will be a Parish Emergency Preparedness 
Workshop scheduled in the Parish Hall on Septem-
ber 15th at 11:30, stay tuned for more information.

The Sage’s Speaker Series is ecstatic to invite our 
parish and our community to the important and 
potentially life-changing “Aging Mastery Program...
Navigating Longer Lives.”  This multi-part program, 
sponsored by the National Council on Aging, will be 
offered at no charge on six different Thursday ses-
sions at Saint Francis from 10:30 AM until noon on 
October 3rd, 10th, 17th and November 7th, 14th, 21st.  
Healthy snacks will be provided!  
Central to the Aging Mastery philosophy is the belief 
that modest lifestyle changes can produce big results 
and that people can be empowered to cultivate health 

Live Well — Do Well — Age Well
and longevity.  In this program, participants will set 
goals for positive actions in many aspects of their 
lives, such as exercise, nutrition, finances, advance 
care planning, community engagement, healthy 
relationships, and sleep.  This program has proven 
overwhelmingly effective in a variety of settings and 
for a wide demographic and has been characterized 
by many as a “Game Changer.”
We invite you and your friends to participate! Please 
sign up in the church office and if you have any 
questions about this six session program, please ad-
dress them to hank.gatlin@st.francispalosverdes.org
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Sages on the Move - 
Docent-Led Tour of Drum Barracks
Thursday, September 12th

Join us on this fascinating Docent led tour of the California and National Historic Landmark, The Drum Bar-
racks, which served as Union Army Headquarters for Southern California and the Arizona Territory from 
1861-1871.  We will meet at the Drum Barracks (1052 N. Banning Blvd, Wilmington, CA. 90744; 310-548-7509) 
at 09:55 AM for our 10:00 AM tour.  The cost is $4 per person.  Please sign up in the church office and indicate 
if you would like to take part in a carpool as driver or passenger and if there is interest, those who want to 
carpool can meet at the church (time to be determined).  The first floor of the Drum Barracks is handicapped 
accessible.  The second floor is not, but there is a movie of the second floor for those who choose not to climb 
the stairs.
Afterwards, the Sages are invited to lunch at Hank and Suzanne Gatlin’s home in Rancho Palos Verdes.  
See you there!
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A Men’s Corner: Connecting With Other Men 
at St. Francis
Wednesday September 11, 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
The	Corner	Bakery,	1868	S.	Pacific	Coast	Hwy,	Redondo	Beach.
Rev. Peter Huang and Canon Hank Gatlin will host this monthly fellowship time for 
men. Come connect with other men at St. Francis, join in each other’s spiritual jour-
ney over a meal or cup of coffee.  Let us know if you can join us—or just stop by! 
peter.huang@stfrancispalosverdes.org, hank.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Parish Calendar— Recurring Events - September  2019
Day Time/Location
Sundays
Holy Eucharist Rite I 8am Chapel

Summer Sunday School
Holy Eucharist Rite II
CRASH! and eMerge (Middle 
and High Shool Youth)

9:55am Godly Play classrooms
10am Main Church
4 - 6 p.m. Youth Room, 
Parish Hall

AA meeting 7pm Board Room

Wednesdays
Yoga* On hiatus - watch for notices.

Holy Eucharist Rite I 12:10pm/Chapel

Day Time/Location
Mondays
Yoga On hiatus - watch for notices.
Thursdays
Meditation Group 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Library

Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm - 9pm Choir Room

Al-Anon 7:30pm/Board Room/Library

A HUGE Rummage 
and Book Sale 
Thank You!
An enormous thank you to all the faithful workers 
who spent so many hours staging our rummage 
sale. Also the many hours spent packing up leftovers 
for pick up. Thanks also to those who sent in lovely 
donations for the sale. We made in the vicinity of 
$17,000 which goes into a special fund for major 
maintenance of the church facility. We still have 

a few pieces of 
quality furniture 
for sale which 
may be seen in the 
parish hall. Again 
my thanks for all 
the generous sup-
port of this event.
Gloria.

Antique Show 
thank you!
The final numbers are in and the Antiques Show 
netted just over $26,000!!! Thank you to all who gave 
so much of their time and talents to make this years 
Show another outstanding success! A check for the 
initial pledge of $10,000 has already been given to the 
parish. The ECW will be deciding soon how to dis-
tribute the rest of the proceeds which will benefit all 
aspects of St. Francis and many outreach programs. 
Thank you and God Bless! 
Jamie Bellows & Wendy Pratt, 2019 Co-Chairs
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Parish Calendar — September 2019

Event Date Time Location
OFFICE CLOSED - Labor Day 9/2/2019
Altar Guild Meeting 9/4/2019 9:00 AM Board Room
Quilting & Needle Group 9/5/2019 1:00 PM Board Room
Volunteers at Harbor Interfaith Pantry 9/5/2019 1:30 PM Harbor Interfaith - San Pedro
Azure Verde Bead Meeting 9/6/2019 9:30 AM Board Room
Episcopal - Dodger Night 9/6/2019 7:00 PM Dodger Stadium
Back to School Blessing of the Backpacks 9/8/2019 10:00 AM
Holy Eucharist - Rite II - 
Get Connected Sunday/Ministry Fair

9/8/2019 10:00 AM Church

A Men's Corner: Connecting with Other Men 
at St. Francis

9/11/2019 5:00 PM Corner Bakery 1868 PCH, Redondo 
Beach

Quilting & Needle Group 9/12/2019 1:00 PM Board Room
Holy Eucharist - Rite II - Undie Sunday 9/15/2019 10:00 AM Church
Emergency Preparedness Workshop 9/15/2019 11:30 AM Parish Hall
Informational Parent/Child Meeting 
Re: Children's Choir

9/15/2019 11:30 AM Choir Room

Finance Meeting 9/18/2019 6:00 PM Paula's Office
Vestry Meeting 9/18/2019 7:00 PM Board Room
Quilting & Needle Group 9/19/2019 1:00 PM Board Room
Youth -  Great Egg Boil 9/20/2019 6:00 PM Kitchen, Board Room and Parish Hall
St. Luke's  Breakfast & Shower Ministry 9/21/2019 7:00 AM St. Luke's - Long Beach
Family Eucharist - Rite II 9/22/2019 10:00 AM Church
St. Anne's Meeting - Potluck 9/23/2019 6:30 PM Board Room
Taizé - Service of Healing & Wholeness 9/24/2019 7:00 PM Chapel
Azure Verde Meeting 9/26/2019 9:30 AM Board Room
Quilting & Needle Group 9/26/2019 1:00 PM Board Room
Celebration of Peter+'s Ministry at St. Francis 
- after both Services

9/29/2019 11:30 AM Church Loggia
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TaizÉ SErvice
of Wholeness 
and Healing

Tuesday September 24

St. Francis Episcopal Church
2200 Via Rosa (At Palos Verdes Blvd)
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org 310-375-4617/ FAX 310-791-2740
The Very Rev. Paula Vukmanic, Rector and Dean of Deanery 8
The Rev. Peter Huang, Associate Rector
The Rev. Judith Lyons, Associate for Spiritual Care and the Arts, starting Aug. 14 
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury
Dr. Jeannie Cobb, Director of Music
Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin, Sunday School and Family Ministries’ Coordinator 
Canon Hank Gatlin, Coordinator of Shared Ministries
Wayne Hastings, Youth Director
Interim Organist  
Dr. Susan Marshall, Communications Specialist 
Joel Miranda, Sexton
Elaine Mistele, Business Manager
Mary Sanchez, Office Administrator
For a direct response rather than dialing 911, this is our Palos Verdes Police Department phone #: 
You might want to put it in your cell phone:  1 310 378 4211

Articles and comments are welcome.
Submit to publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, 
or	to	the	church	office	By	the	15th	of	each	month.
Change service requested
Time dated material
No LoNger AtteNdiNg st FrANcis? 
If	you	would	like	to	stop	receiving	the	Bellringer,	please	help	us	save	costs	by	contacting	the	Parish	Office	—	
Phone: 310-375-4617, Email: mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org or FAX 310-791-2740. THANK YOU!


