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St. Francis Episcopal Church
Palos Verdes Estates, California

From Mo. Paula
The Very Rev. 
Paula Vukmanic, 

paula.vukmanic@ 
stfrancispalosverdes.org 

310 375 4617 ext 223

Welcome to summer 
and the June Bell-
ringer! Here we go…

When I was growing up, I remember 
my grandfather taking my brother and 
I fishing off the Manhattan Beach pier.
We had homemade drop lines, then ad-
vanced to simple fishing poles. The joy 
came from being out of school, in the 
summer air, standing against the rail 
and waiting for the fish to bite. Speak-
ing of fish, I couldn’t resist including 
some fish jokes with this article because 
sometimes jokes say more than is there. 
For instance the last joke, “Q: Why are 
fish never good tennis players? 

Contd. on page 3...

A: Because they never get close to the 
net!”This joke has mileage!
A few Sundays ago, we heard Jesus 
invite the disciples to cast their nets 
on the other side of the boat (John 
21.3-13). They had come toward shore 
after being out fishing all night but ap-
proached shore empty handed, no fish, 
and Jesus saw them and responded.
“‘Cast the net to the right side of the 
boat, and you will find some.’ So they 
cast it, and now they were not able to 
haul it in because there were so many 
fish.”

Those experienced fishermen disciples 
trusted Jesus. They listened and didn’t 
argue with him. A transformation had 
quietly begun within them. 

Q: Why do fish like to eat 
worms?

Because they get hooked       
on them!

Q: What is a shark’s favor-
ite sandwich?

Peanut butter and jellyfish! 

Q: Why should you never 
blame a dolphin for doing 
anything wrong?

Because they never do it       
on porpoise!

Q: Why are fish never 
good tennis players?

Because they never get close to 
the net!
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Sunday Sermons
Online 

Missed a Sunday, or 
want to hear the sermon 
again? 
Find them at:
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Sermons online.

Find out what’s on...
Go to 
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Calendar. 
This online calendar 
serves as our master 
calendar for the parish. 
Printed copies of the 
current and upcoming 
week are available in 
our weekly worship 
bulletin. 

Full Calendar 
See inside final page(s).

Bellringer 
Submissions
The deadline for submis-
sions is the 15th of each 
month. 
Please email to 
publications
@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
or deliver to the Publica-
tions box in the Parish 
Office. 

Worship!
Sundays

8 a.m. Rite I in the 
Chapel
9:55am Children’s 
Christian formation 
programs
10 a.m. Rite II in the 
Church

Private Prayer
The Baptistry of the 
Chapel, and the Nason 
Prayer Chapel in the 
Main Church are always 
available for private 
prayer between services.

Wednesdays
12:10 pm 
Bring your lunch, if 
you’d like. Following a 
brief informal service 
in the Chapel, you are 
invited to eat and enjoy 
informal conversation 
with St. Francis’ clergy 
and staff.

PhotograPhy
We are always looking for photographs and video of 
the people and places of St Francis church to display the 
vibrancy and joy of our church community. If you have 
photos you would be happy for us to use in our published 
materials, please feel free to send them to Susan Marshall 
at: publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org.
Important note regarding privacy 
Our worship is open to all, so in common with other 
churches, our campus and sanctuaries are regarded as 
public spaces, with no restrictions on still or video pho-
tography, all of which may be posted online and on social 
media. 
If you have a particular wish that photos of yourself (other 
than unidentified in large group shots), and/or of your 
minor children, not be used, please also contact Susan Mar-
shall at: publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, and we will 
do our best to respect that. 

Like us on Facebook - St Francis Palos Verdes, 
and Twitter: @stfrancispalosverdes

Mailing List
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Our Vision 
We strive to be a diverse and nurturing faith com-
munity, radiating God’s love and peace in our 
ministry to the world, and welcoming everyone to 
active worship and service. 

Our Mission 
We welcome everyone to worship God together, 
to be transformed by the Holy Spirit and each 
other, and to share the light of Christ in the world. 



Page 3

June 2019

Contd. from front page.

They heard his voice and dropped their nets on the 
side he advised and caught an amazing catch…al-
most more than they could handle. They listened, 
waited and were blessed.
Well, do you argue with God? Want a prayer an-
swered but don’t really want to listen? Listening in 
prayer takes a focused waiting. Something like fish-
ing. You put out your line and wait. You never know 
what you might catch. Yet sometimes you don’t even 
get a nibble. That has happened to me. The last time 
I went fishing…nothing. But I shall go fishing again 
because at the heart of fishing is being in the mo-
ment and the moment is a blessing for me. To fish 
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and wait slows me down, and then I notice where I 
am and become grateful for the power and beauty of 
the water, of nature, of breathing, of feeling the wind 
and smelling the salt air…
So it is with prayer and life. Can we cast our line out 
and wait? Get close to the Jesus net? Get caught up in 
the surprises and grace of summer? Listen? God sees 
us in each moment and is waiting to bless us in ways 
we least expect.
With love and care for each of you,

Paula+

A Choir Extravaganza!
Sunday, June 23 after 10am worship
Plan to stay after church on June 23 to share in the 
joy and frivolity that is the choir Fun(d)raiser Lun-
cheon. This year's repertoire will explore songs 
about colors, and the aura is strong! $10/person or 
$20/family gets you a delicious lunch (choice of en-
trees) served by the choir, and a three-act show filled 
with humor and talent. Don't miss it!

Kaleidoscope!
51st Antiques Show - 
Thank you!
It takes a parish to put on the 51st Annual Antique 
Show. It is more than the major fundraiser of the 
year.  The event is our opportunity to come together 
as a parish family to share our light and our love 
with one another, with all who attend and with all 
the vendors who show their wares. A huge thank 
you to our chairpersons, Jamie Bellows , Wendy 
Pratt, Christine Budzowski, Gloria Jones, Terri Tsu-
chida, Anna Eakins, Karin Petersen, and all the vol-
unteers too numerous to name. Thank you to all who 
financially, prayerfully, and enthusiastically  shared 
their time, talents, energy and presence.    All for our 
mission and ministries!   Gratefully!  Paula+
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Families and Kids Pre-K thru 5th Grade

Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin, 
Coordinator of Sunday School
suzanne.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Sunday School: Where and When 
We begin at 9:55am. Please sign-in your child(ren) at the 
age appropriate room.
We have two Godly Play rooms.

Children ages 3 to 5 ½ - meet in “level 1” on the left of 
the Parish Hall stage.
Children ages 6 to 11 - meet in the “level 2” in the 
center of the Parish Hall stage.
Nursery Care ages 0-3 - meet in the NURSERY to the 
left stage side - accessible from the back hallway 

Sunday School 
General Information
We will be coming in to church after the Sermon, 
usually during the Peace, Announcements or Offer-
tory. We continue to offer the Sunday Paper which 
introduces the lectionary for the day as well as cray-
ons and books. They are located in the Narthex, to 
the left as you enter church.

During Holy Communion, 
if you do not wish your 
child(ren) to receive, they 
are welcome to receive a 
blessing instead by cross-
ing both hands over their 
chest while kneeling at the 
altar rail.

Summer is Coming!
Godly Play has had a wonderful year of lessons to 
explore and friendships to share in a warm, spiritual 
space. We have such caring and devoted teachers 
and greeters for which we truly thank God for! The 
Godly Play School year wraps up on June 16 and our 
teachers can take a well deserved rest for the Sum-
mer.  

ROAR!!!! 
Save the Dates ...
Mark Your Calendars.
“Life is Wild and God is Good!”
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday evenings; 
June 24, 25,& 26 - from 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Family Vacation Bible School gets off to a Roaring 
start on Monday June 24 and goes for 3 nights from 
5:00-7:00 pm!!!! Join us for a light dinner, family fun 
and fellowship, games and Bible stories. You won’t 
want to miss out on this!!
Registration forms are available at Sunday School 
and in the parish office. In one way or another let us 
know that you want to join in the fun! “ Life is Wild! 
God is Good!!”

Vacation Bible School - This June
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Donations - see the blue donation bin in the lower Parking lot

Please...
• St Luke’s (see below) - always needs mens and womens underwear. Any type 

- cheap is fine. Just the more we can give the better. Online packs can be bought 
cheaply eg. http://www.theadairgroup.com/underwear/assorted-colors-adult-
boxer-briefs-p-304.html offers packs of a dozen for $9.16 each.

• No dirty or stained items; clean, unstained, and whole (not needing mending) 
items are best;

• Check expiration dates on canned and boxed foods; we don't want to run the risk 
of making anyone ill;

• Think about the weight of your donations; one large, heavy bag should be con-
verted to two smaller (or less full) bags so that we can transport it not only to our cars, but to the donee's loca-
tion; in gentlest terms, we are a small (but mighty), mostly older group doing the lugging!

• Please contact Outreach Shepherd Gayle Taylor - gaylentaylor@gmail.com - if you have large or bulky items. 
Last, but certainly not least, accept the heartfelt gratitude of the folks at St. Luke's, at Harbor Interfaith, and all 
others, who receive your generosity. 
Thank you! 

Outreach at St. Francis
“Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”
Our St. Francis family is very active in supporting several programs in our area, around the Diocese, and the world. To see 
details and pictures of each area, please visit us on the web at www.stfrancispalosverdes.org/outreach. 
The following pages give details of the programs we currently support and their immediate needs. Please consider how 
you might be able to make a difference. 

Help the Homeless
Would you like to help the 
homeless through our part-
nership with St. Luke's in 
Long Beach? 
We serve breakfast, pass out 
clothing, and help coordi-
nate the showers program 
six times per year: the third 
Saturday of  July, September, 
and November. You can help by serving from 7:00 
a.m. to 9:30, or help by donating food or money. 
You can also donate underwear on "Undie Sunday," 
the Sunday before we visit St. Luke's. Contact Gayle 
Taylor at gaylentaylor@gmail.com.for more informa-
tion.
Undie sunday is July 14; 
Next breakfast—Sat, July 20

Thank you for all who contributed to the many trrop 
care packages we received.
They were shared among many people here and 
were full of useful items - and those cards!
Thank you for thinking of us and sending a slice of 
home. You are American Patriots!
Sincerely yours, from Kabul, Afghanistan

Military Outreach 
Thank you.
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Outreach at St. Francis “Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”

The St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund

Several members of the committee attended her Math graduation. 
She graduated with honors and also has a Linguistics minor. Adriana 
has been an excellent student throughout her college career. She is a first 
generation student who took two buses in each direction from Torrance 
to CSU Long Beach and home throughout her time as a student. She has 
also won several Medallion awards.
We assisted Adriana by purchasing her a laptop, printer and iPhone and 
providing internet access for the apartment where she lives with her 
mother and sister.  Her father was killed some years ago in a tragic ac-
cident. We are proud of Adriana and can’t wait to see what her plans are 
in the future.
Our committee is busy with interviews for our new, freshman recipients, 8 from 
Hawthorne Math & Science Academy and one from Banning High School. We 
will have more news next month regarding our selections.
Cheryl Gutierrez

St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund 
Has a New Graduate

Adriana Chavez, whom we have helped finan-
cially through her 4 years in college, gradu-
ated from CSU Long Beach on May 21. 
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The St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Committee met and 
interviewed Stephanie last spring at the Hawthorne Math 
& Science Magnet in Hawthorne, California. We have two 
new students at UC Santa Cruz. Below is the update from 
Stephanie.
“Dear Mrs. Gutierrez,
College is going well so far. I have finals next week 
so this week is somewhat stressful because of all 
the studying and work I have to finish. Other than 
that college is fun. I have taken six classes so far. My 
favorite classes so far have been my general educa-
tion classes which are history and a feminist class. 
The other classes I have taken are math and science 
classes. Throughout the past six months I have been 
able to explore the campus more and the city of 
Santa Cruz. I am doing well with my grades. Col-
lege is somewhat difficult. There are certain classes 
that remind me of the easy high school classes I had, 
while other classes are a bit more advanced. The 
advanced classes are usually the science and math 
classes. Those are also the classes that sometimes 
have over 200 students which can be overwhelming 
since you might not always get the one on one help 
from the professor. 

There are numerous tutoring opportunities for each 
class which are extremely helpful. There are a few 
professors here and there that are quite difficult and 
aren’t as lenient. For instance, I have one professor 
that will fail you if you fail the final regardless of 
what your overall grade is in the class. But, there are 
some professors that want all their students to do 
well and they are there to help their students. I live 
in an apartment with two other girls and three boys. 
One of my roommates is a high school friend and 
we both get along with our other roommate. The 
boys on the other hand tend to be a bit messy which 
can be frustrating sometimes, but we always talk to 
them and make sure they clean up after themselves. 
The most drastic change from LA to Santa Cruz is 
the weather. Last month there was non stop rain 
and it even hailed a bit at night. Coming from LA 
this was a big shocker since I wasn’t used to all this 
rain and how cold it was throughout the day. Other 
than that, college has been an amazing experience 
so far.

Stephanie Ibrahim”

Update from Scholarship Student Stephanie Ibrahim

Dates coming up -  
June 6th; July 11th (instead of July 4th); 
August 1st; and September 5th.
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Join St. Francis volunteers in the food pantry at Harbor 
Interfaith in San Pedro every 1st Thursday. Help bag and 
stock groceries for the working poor and homeless which 
Harbor Interfaith helps to help themselves. It is a great 
opportunity and blessing to help this impactful organiza-
tion. If interested, please contact Hank at: hank.gatlin@
stfrancispalosverdes.org and/or sign up in the church 
office. Thanks and Godspeed!
Harbor Interfaith is also in need of toiletries, especially 
toothpaste/brushes, shampoo, conditioner, bath soap/
gel, deodorant, and razors & shaving cream. Please place 
items in the baskets in the narthex & church office. Thank 
you in advance for your generosity. 

Volunteer at Harbor 
Interfaith with 
St. Francis Parishioners
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All St Francis Women are Automatically 
Members of the ECW
Among other events, the ECW sponsors the Annual 
St Francis Antique Show.
As in any Episcopal church, all women of the parish 
are automatically a member.
In addition, many of us are members of one or more 
of the Guilds, which are smaller groups who meet 
for social fellowship and also to support various 
outreach or charitable causes.

How Do I Join?
We would love to see you at any of our events or 
meetings - just come along! Check out our Website 
Guilds page, and if any one or more appeals to you, 
contact the Chair for more information.

Let me be one of the first to wish you 
a pleasant summer! 
     Many, many parishioners put hours of 

time into our Antiques show and I am so thankful 
for each one of them! Their efforts become funds that 
benefit our parish and a variety of charitable organi-
zations.
     Some people never rest.  In August, Gloria Jones 
will head up the Rummage Sale. She will need vol-
unteers to sort and price items in the days leading up 
to the sale. Please consider giving her some of your 
time....Anna Eakins. 310 297-0701
Anna Eakins, ECW co-President

Episcopal Church Women (ECW)

Plenty of 
Flower Power 
on show at 
this year’s 51st 
Antique show!
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Introducing...
SAGE’S Speaker Series
Our SAGE’s (Senior Adult Group of Episcopalians) have 
established a new speaker series, which, through-
out the year, will feature interesting people from 
our church and community, such as authors, artists, 
scientists, humanitarians, and more, who will join 
us for lunch and talk with us about their work and 
interests.  

New York Times Bestselling Author and 
St Francis Parishioner, Elizabeth Letts
Inaugural Event - Thursday June 27
Our inaugural event will be Thursday, June 27th, 
with lunch at 11:30 a.m. followed by our speaker, 
Elizabeth Letts. Elizabeth is a parishioner and choir 
member, who also is the #1 New York Times best 
selling author of The Eighty-Dollar Champion and 
The Perfect Horse, as well as many other works, 
including her current novel, Finding Dorothy. A 
former certified nurse-midwife, she also served in 
the Peace Corps in Morocco. We are very pleased 
that Elizabeth has agreed to speak with us and hope 
you can join us for this engaging event, which will 
conclude around 1:15pm. A complimentary lunch 
will be served, so please sign up in the church of-
fice by no later than Sunday, June 23rd.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Hank at hank.gatlin@
stfrancispalosverdes.org
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A Men’s Corner: Connecting With Other Men 
At St. Francis
Two Wednesdays coming up; 12 June & 10 July, 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
The Corner Bakery, 1868 S. Pacific Coast Hwy, Redondo Beach.
Rev. Peter Huang and Canon Hank Gatlin will host this monthly fellowship time for men. 
Come connect with other men at St. Francis, join in each other’s spiritual journey over a meal 
or cup of coffee. 
Let us know if you can join us—or just stop by! 
peter.huang@stfrancispalosverdes.org, hank.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Parish Calendar— Recurring Events - June  2019
Day Time/Location
Sundays
Holy Eucharist Rite I 8am Chapel

Sunday School
Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:55am / Meet in Library
10am Main Church

AA meeting 7pm Board Room

Wednesdays
Yoga* 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. Board Room

Holy Eucharist Rite I 12:10pm/Chapel

Day Time/Location
Mondays
Yoga* 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. Board Room
Thursdays
Meditation Group 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. Library

Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm - 9pm Choir Room

Al-Anon 7:30pm/Board Room/Library

Episcopal Night 
Dodger Stadium
Friday, September 6, 7:00 p.m.
Ticket deadline - Wednesday, July 24th
This year the Dodgers host the Giants! Tickets are $27 
each. Checks, made out to St. Francis with “Dodger Night 
Tickets” written in the memo line, or cash can be given 
to Hank or Elaine. Sign up in the church office or contact 
Hank: hank.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org
Those from St. Francis will sit together with fellow Epis-
copalians from our 
Diocese to cheer on 
our Boys in Blue! 
Our Bishop will 
throw out the first 
pitch, and there 
will be fireworks 
after the game! 

*Yoga - over the summer period days change - see full calendar for scheduled dates and cancellations.
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Parish Calendar — June 2019
Event Date Time Location
51st Antique Show 6/1/2019 11:00 AM Parish Hall & Board Room & Classrooms
Godly Play Sunday School 6/2/2019 9:55 AM Sunday School Rooms
Youth Group 1.0 6/2/2019 11:30 AM Youth Room
Suzanne Sanford Allen Memorial Service 6/2/2019 1:00 PM Chapel
Take Down - Antique Show 6/2/2019
Pastoral Care - Yoga 6/3/2019 9:00 AM Board Room
LeLeche Group 6/4/2019 9:30 AM Library
Altar Guild Meeting 6/5/2019 9:00 AM Board Room
Pastoral Care - Yoga - Level 1 6/5/2019 9:00 AM Board Room
Ministry Council Meeting 6/5/2019 6:30 PM Library
Quilting & Needle Group 6/6/2019 1:00 PM Board Room
Volunteers at Harbor Interfaith Pantry 6/6/2019 1:30 PM Harbor Interfaith - San Pedro
Azure Verde Bead Meeting 6/7/2019 9:30 AM Board Room
Godly Play Sunday School 6/9/2019 9:55 AM Sunday School Rooms
Holy Eucharist - Rite II - Baccalaureate Sunday 6/9/2019 10:00 AM Church
Canceled --Pastoral Care - Yoga 6/10/2019 9:00 AM Board Room
Canceled - Pastoral Care - Yoga - Level 1 6/12/2019 9:00 AM Board Room
A Men's Corner: Connecting with Other Men at St. 
Francis

6/12/2019 5:00 PM Corner Bakery 1868 PCH, Redondo Beach

Quilting & Needle Group 6/13/2019 1:00 PM Board Room
Betty Field Strauss Memorial & Reception 6/14/2019 11:00 AM Chapel & Parish Hall
Holy Eucharist - Rite I - Father's Day Sunday 6/16/2019 8:00 AM Chapel
Holy Eucharist - Rite II - Father's Day Reception After 
Service

6/16/2019 10:00 AM Church

Pastoral Care - Yoga 6/17/2019 9:00 AM Board Room
Pastoral Care - Yoga - Level 1 6/19/2019 9:00 AM Board Room
Finance Meeting 6/19/2019 6:00 PM Paula's Office
Vestry 6/19/2019 7:00 PM Board Room
Setup- Vacation Bible School 6/20/2019 9:00 AM Parish Hall
Quilting & Needle Group 6/20/2019 1:00 PM Board Room
Setup- Vacation Bible School 6/21/2019 9:00 AM Parish Hall
Renewal of Wedding Vows 6/22/2019 4:00 PM Chapel
Family Eucharist - Rite II 6/23/2019 10:00 AM Church
Choir Fun(d) Raiser Luncheon 6/23/2019 11:30 AM Parish Hall & Kitchen
Pastoral Care - Yoga 6/24/2019 9:00 AM Board Room
Evening -  Family Vacation Bible School 6/24/2019 5:00 PM Parish Hall & Board Room & Classrooms
St. Anne's Meeting 6/24/2019 Board Room
Evening -  Family Vacation Bible School 6/25/2019 5:00 PM Parish Hall & Board Room & Classrooms
Taizé - Service of Healing & Wholeness 6/25/2019 7:00 PM Chapel
Evening -  Family Vacation Bible School 6/26/2019 5:00 PM Parish Hall & Board Room & Classrooms
Azure Verde Meeting 6/27/2019 9:30 AM Board Room
Sages - Speakers Series with Elizabeth Letts 6/27/2019 11:30 AM Parish Hall
Quilting & Needle Group 6/27/2019 1:00 PM Board Room
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TaizÉ SErvice
of Wholeness 
and Healing

Tuesday June 25

St. Francis Episcopal Church
2200 Via Rosa (At Palos Verdes Blvd)
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org  
310-375-4617/ FAX 310-791-2740
The Very Rev. Paula Vukmanic, Rector and Dean of Deanery 8
The Rev. Peter Huang, Associate Rector
The Rev. Laurel Coote, Associate for Youth and Spiritual Engagement
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury
Judith Lyons, Seminarian, Field Ed Intern
Dr. Jeannie Cobb, Director of Music
Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin, Sunday School and Family Ministries’ Coordinator 
Canon Hank Gatlin, Coordinator of Shared Ministries
Jung-ha Oh , Interim Organist  
Dr. Susan Marshall, Communications Specialist 
Joel Miranda, Sexton
Elaine Mistele, Business Manager
Mary Sanchez, Office Administrator

Articles and comments are welcome.
Submit to publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, 
or to the church office By the 15th of each month
Change service requested
Time dated material
No LoNger AtteNdiNg st FrANcis? 
If you would like to stop receiving the Bellringer, please help us save costs by contacting the Parish Office — 
Phone: 310-375-4617, Email: mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org or FAX 310-791-2740. THANK YOU!


