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I

used to enjoy flying kites! I
loved looking up and watching
my precious kite swiftly moving
through the air, moved by an unseen power!

I loved feeling the kite energy radiate
down into my hands as I held on to the
stick on which I had wrapped hundreds of feet of string. I loved running
with my kite, following it closely as it
took roller-coaster dips and turns then
shooting straight up. Yes, I have clear
memories of kite flying, especially at
the beach where the wind could really
get fierce.

From Mo. Paula
The Very Rev.
Paula Vukmanic,

paula.vukmanic@
stfrancispalosverdes.org

310 375 4617 ext 223

As a young girl, I remember being
taught how to make kites with balsa
wood sticks, newsprint paper, glue
and some cloth for the tail. The last
time I flew a kite I was 37 years old
and it was store bought, a large, colorful dragon kite. It was my third and
final summer of a summer’s only
Master’s Degree in Ministry program
at Seattle University. Near the campus
was Green Hill, a destination for major
kite flying! So…on a beautiful sunny
Sunday afternoon, I went to Green Hill
with a friend and our special kites.

The sky was filled with kites; some
were quite expansive with multiple
extensions. You could hear the kites
roar as they soured through the wind.
I was mesmerized as my kite joined a
sacred community of wind-propelled
companions.
We are Spirit-propelled companions!
Jesus talked of the Spirit as wind, “You
must be born from above. The wind
blows where it chooses, and you hear
the sound of it, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes.
So it is with everyone who is born of
the Spirit.” (John 3:7b-8).
Kite flying and the Holy Spirit have
something in common. An unseen
power is present. You cannot see
wind energy but you can experience the incredible difference it
makes. In this month of May, on
the feast of Pentecost, we shall
celebrate the difference the power
of the Spirit has made. We usually
associate the coming of the Spirit
on Pentecost with tongues of fire
coming upon the disciples as they
huddled in their upper room of
protection. They were still afraid that
the ones who crucified Jesus would
come after them. And even though Jesus “had breathed on them and said to
them, ‘Receive the Holy’”, the process
from fear to faith to hope to love was
not instant for them…and is usually
not for us.
Sometimes our journeys of faith can
feel like kite flying, a roller-coaster of
dips and turns then shooting straight
up. Sometimes we can feel helpless by
external forces buffeting us. But did
you know that even though the strongest wind force in nature is the masContd. on page 3...
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Worship!
Sundays
8 a.m. Rite I in the
Chapel
9:55am Children’s
Christian formation
programs
10 a.m. Rite II in the
Church

Private Prayer
The Baptistry of the
Chapel, and the Nason
Prayer Chapel in the
Main Church are always
available for private
prayer between services.

Wednesdays
12:10 pm
Bring your lunch, if
you’d like. Following a
brief informal service
in the Chapel, you are
invited to eat and enjoy
informal conversation
with St. Francis’ clergy
and staff.

Find out what’s on...
Go to
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Calendar.

This online calendar
serves as our master
calendar for the parish.
Printed copies of the
current and upcoming
week are available in
our weekly worship
bulletin.

Full Calendar

See inside final page(s).

Sunday Sermons
Online
Missed a Sunday, or
want to hear the sermon
again?
Find them at:
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Sermons online.

Bellringer
Submissions
The deadline for submissions is the 15th of each
month.
Please email to
publications
@stfrancispalosverdes.org
or deliver to the Publications box in the Parish
Office.

Like us on Facebook - St Francis Palos Verdes,
and Twitter: @stfrancispalosverdes

Mailing List

Welcome
Conversation
Sunday, May 6
After Both Services
9:15am, 11:30am
If you have recently started coming
to St. Francis (or are even just considering the possibility), please come
by for this informal conversation
over coffee, so we can answer any
questions you have about St. Francis, and also share with you ways to
feel more connected to what God is
doing in and through this community.

Photography

We are always looking for photographs of the people and
places of St Francis church. If you have photos you would
be happy for us to use in our published materials, please
feel free to send them to Susan Marshall at: publications@
stfrancispalosverdes.org.
Note - if you would prefer that photos of yourself (other
than unidentified in large group shots), and/or photos of
your minor children, not be used, please contact the church
office - mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org.
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sive size and power of a hurricane, in the eye of a hurricane it is still.
In the center of a hurricane it is calm.
No matter what forces we face, within our center is the centering
power of the risen Jesus, moving us forward through unknown territories but always present. We can feel the energy and power of life
events tossing us about, but like kite flying, through the Spirit; it is
helpful to hold on!
We are Spirit-led companions at St Francis that have an energy of
love that is welcoming and Christ-centered. We are being transformed by the Holy Spirit and each other. On Pentecost we will celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples of Jesus. May
we celebrate how the Spirit continues to move within us and among
us, inspiring the beginnings of our church on the hill, and calling us
to radiate God’s peace and love in our ministries in the world for
today and beyond.
We are Spirit-propelled followers of the risen Jesus! Let the power of
the Spirit radiate through our hands, our eyes, our words, our presence with anyone we meet, for that is how the power and Spirit of
the risen Jesus is present this and every day!
I recently sent a letter to everyone in the parish describing the process that led to a new Mission and Vision statement. The process
was propelled by the inspiration of the Spirit. Let us talk about these
statements and use them to appreciate who we are and what God is
calling us to become.

Our New
Mission
&Vision
2018

With love and care for each of you,

Paula+

Our Vision

We strive to be a diverse and nurturing faith community, radiating God’s love and peace in our ministry
to the world, and welcoming everyone to active worship and service.

Our Mission

Our Values
Intentional

Christ-Centered
Christ-Like

Evangelical

Transcendent

We welcome everyone to worship God together, to be transformed by the Holy Spirit and each other,
and to share the light of Christ in the world.

Authentic
Welcoming

Spirit-Led
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Message from your Senior Warden!
Tim Coleman - sluggyman67@yahoo.com

W

hat a great year it has been
thus far for the Vestry and for
St. Francis.

As with any new “job” I came into the position of Sr.
Warden with a healthy amount of respect for the office
and with trepidation. Among other things, I had to follow
the universally likable, hard-working and encouraging
Jennifer Sams. Thankfully, I learned a few things from
watching Jennifer lead the Vestry last year, and Paula,
Elaine, and Blair have been incredibly supportive. It turns
out that “we’re in it together” is more than a platitude.
We had our annual Vestry retreat in the first week of
March, where we all got to know our newest members:
Sue Ferme, Christine Budzowski, Richard Egan, and Alex
Sams. The Vestry met with Mo. Paula at Jennifer Egan’s
house for fellowship and team-building on Friday night,
followed by a day of reflection, prayer, and planning on
Saturday at St. Francis. We emerged from the retreat energized, refreshed, and reminded that God has some great
things to do in and through our church. Our Vestry is a
microcosm of St. Francis as a whole, diverse yet unified,
strong-willed but receptive, and, above all else, loving
and accepting. Our retreat launched us with high-energy
to take care of the business and realize the mission of our
church this year.
Some highlights from our recent Vestry activity include:
• The adoption of our new Vision and Mission Statements,
which resulted from months of work in committee. The
new statement has been worked into our Prayers of the
People in the 10 am service and we are currently working
to incorporate the statements into our signage, etc.

• Formation of a new committee involving security and safety on campus.
Jennifer Spalding and Sue Ferme are
working with Hank Gatlin to come up with updated
safety and security procedures for St. Francis, in addition
to discussing possible plans for community education.
Outside of the Vestry activities I would like to thank John
Henebry and the Friars, and Peter Marshall, and Peter
Huang for a terrific Lenten Supper Series. I know my
daughter enjoyed the desserts and I’m sure everyone else
appreciated our time of reflection and growth.
We had a wonderful turnout for our Easter Service, with
the usual chairs-in-the-aisle, full-capacity crowd. A special
thanks to the Gatlins and Buchens for all the work they
put into the egg hunt and bunny appearance. The Easter
service, like the Christmas service, is a reminder to all that
there are many people in our community who may not
come to church every Sunday, but who hunger for both
the word of God and the communion of saints. We may
not as a local church be able to solve all the world’s problems, but we can do more to bring our friends and neighbors to church. Thank you all for making St. Francis so
welcoming. People want to stay when they come to church
here, so let’s all do our best to keep them coming.
On a personal note, I would like to thank Mother Paula
and Peter for leading and shepherding our church. Their
messages on Sundays have inspired us all to continue to
love God, love others, and serve the world.
Tim Coleman

• The annual audit of our financials took place last Saturday. We found our books in excellent order thanks to the
hard work and diligence of Elaine Mistele. A thank you to
all who showed up as volunteers to compare receipts and
payments month to month from last year.
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What Does it Cost?

This class is sponsored by our Diocese, and they pay a
part of the fees. When you realize the cost includes your
text books and work book, it is cheaper than a college
course. Contact Susie Zimmerman for more information.

How long is the course ?

Thinking of Joining EFM?

Education for Ministry is a course offered by Sewanee
Theological Seminary to provide lay people with an indepth understanding of Theology and the faith journey of
the heart.
And there is a class right here at St. Francis!
A group of people who long to know how to explore their
faith journey and develop a relationship with God. We
have room for you!
Developing your own Spirituality is encouraged and it
is understood: this is your Spirituality, this is your faith
journey.
Everyone is on their own journey, no one is at the same
place on this journey. It is all ok.
This course gives those joining us different tools; a work
book, the Bible and various texts, prayer and worship,
guided conversations, how to do a theological Reflection,
etc, and other tools that you can add to your Spiritual tool
box to guide your journey.

This class is a 4 year program, starting with the Hebrew
Bible, then the New testament, Church History, and ending with using what you have learned in the class to use
in the world. You may discover your gift to share with
others, or just strengthen the gift you know already. Each
person’s journey is different, and the correct one for them.

Can you do a year or two and take a
break?
Absolutely. Or you can go all the way through, all 4 years
in a row.
When are ready, we have room for you and your curiosity!
Please feel free to see the book and materials after church
each Sunday until June 5, where we will also have sign up
information.
Take a chance. Your whole world will change!
Contact: Susie Zimmerman, Mentor, for more information
susiehzimmerman@gmail.com,
Home Phone, 310.316.5941

Answers to Questions:

I have heard there is a lot of reading!

If you read 3 hours a week (45 min a day), you can keep
up and have time to reflect.
We have a saying; that if you have a busy week, and
can’t finish, we say come anyway.
Join the reflections and discussion. The dialogue between the group is powerful. You are touched by the
stories of other peoples’ journeys. You are part of the
family.

When is the class offered?
This year’s session starts in September, and ends in June.

Can We miss any classes?
Yes, it is a class, and we do meet each week for 36
weeks. Life happens and you may have to miss. Just
keep reading.
The power is in the stimulation from our group as we
become a community.
We eat and worship together, becoming a close knit
group. We may not all agree, but we can also agree to
disagree.
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Thank you, Jeannie, for being our Youth Director!

I

n this Bellringer, we shall begin to
thank Jeannie Cobb who has been our
Director for Youth and the Arts for the
past 5 years.

In the letter I sent home to the parish at the end of April
about new Mission and Vision statements, I announced
her decision to cut back on her hours and leave her role
with the youth. In that parish mailing, a letter from Jeannie was included in which she explained the care-full decision she made with her husband Clayton.
So...Thank you Jeannie for all your loving, creative
ministry with out youth! And it has been a "two for one"
because her husband Clayton was a significant part of the
youth group experience on Sunday evenings as he joyfully
led games and bible discussions.
We shall thank Jeannie in a more public way in June on a
Sunday morning and also among the youth themselves at
her final gathering with them on June 3.

most amazing performance of "Godspell ", "Amal, and the
Night Visitor" and , and, and... the spirituality and talents
that Jeannie brought to her role with the youth has made a
huge difference in their lives and in our parish family.
Thank you,
Jeannie,
from the
bottom of
our hearts
for inspiring our
youth and
offering a
vision for
them and us of our Christian faith, hope and love in action! As we say thank you to you, Jeannie, I pray that God
bless you with our gratitude and may God continue to
deepen the life of the Spirit in you and guide you in your
new seasons ahead!
And God will guide us forward too! Therefore...

Looking Forward
I ask you to pray for who might be our
next Youth Director.
Maybe the Holy Spirit is nudging you to
discern this role? It is a paid position of 1015 hours per week.

Please ask Paula+ for a complete
job description.
We have witnessed the participation of our youth in some
of our Sundays through music additions, especially with
the hand bells, dramatic readings and skits, their thoughtful gifts on Mother's Day, their preaching, their leadership serving on a Sunday morning, through car washes,
helping with fundraisers as servers and group leaders in
vacation bible school, Mardi Gras evenings that turned
into a fun Sunday morning pancake breakfast, boiling 400
hard boiled eggs on a Friday night for the St Luke homeless every other month, youth parties and outings, the

In the words of Dag Hammerskold...
“Thank you, for all that has been.”
Yes, to all that shall be.

Paula+
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Our 50th Antiques Show
Planning Continues!
Our Next and Final Planning Meeting:
Sunday, May 6 at 11:30am in the Board Room!

Opening Night “Golden Jubilee’
Preview Party
Wednesday May 30: 6:00pm to 9:00pm

•
•

Tickets for Opening Night are only $25 presale,
OR $40 at the door
You can also purchase 5 tickets for $100! A phenomenal deal!!

Here are a number of ways you can contribute in addition
to volunteering for the many open positions during the
Show. Please don’t hesitate to contact Event Co-Chairs
Jamie Bellows (Bellows151@aol.com) or Wendy Pratt
(wpratt@earthlink.net)

Pickle Making & Canning

Tuesday, May 8th at 8:00 am in the Parish Hall Kitchen
Please join us. The more people the
less work and time it takes! For more
information, contact Gloria Jones at
(310) 375-8916 or email: golakid43@
yahoo.com. Please join us. The more
people the less work and time it takes!

It’s time for the Royal Hatting!

Wed, May 24, 9:30 to 11:30 am, 5008 Milne Dr, Torrance
Help us decorate jars of Kumquat Marmalade, Lemon
Blueberry Complesse, Strawberry, etc for the Antique
Show Harvest Cupboard.
If you want to help, and you have some time to join us for
a cuppa, we would love to see you! Light refreshments
served. With your help, it will be done before you know
it! See you there. Call 310-316 5941 to let me know you are
coming. Thank you so much, Susie Zimmerman

Program Advertisements
Parishioners are encouraged to place ads in the Antiques
Show Program. Proceeds from ads help defray the
printing costs. An ad can be personal in nature or for a
business. There are letters to parishioners and merchants
explaining the ads and the pricing on the Volunteers’
Desk in the Church office. Ads obtained can be placed
in the “Ads” box in the Church office or by contacting
Wendy Pratt (wpratt@earthlink.net) or Karin Petersen
(lapdogdesigns@cox.net).

Show and Sale

Thursday & Friday May 31 and June 1: 11am – 6pm
Saturday, June 2: 11am – 4pm
Tickets for the show:
$10 or $8 with a $2 discount flyer.

Nursery Pots for Gazebo
If you have any 1 gallon nursery pots, the gazebo crew
would be most grateful! Please call Anna Eakins (310 297
0701). Thank you!

Opening Night Silent Auction
Donations Needed
By Friday May 25 please!
One of the highlights
of the Antique Show
is the Silent Auction that takes place
during the Gala on
Wednesday evening.
Please contact Gayle Taylor (gaylentaylor@gmail.com)
(310) 375- 7038, or Hank Gatlin (hggatlin@gmail.com),
(310) 772- 6094, if you would like to donate fun, special or
unique items like paintings, collectibles, event tickets, restaurant gift cards, dinner parties, golf or sailing or other
outdoor activities or whatever you think our community
would love to bid on. The sky is the limit! Thank you for
your consideration and for your support.

Volunteer Opportunities During
Opening Night and the Show
We have a number of volunteer opportunities for you to
join and get to know each other while enhancing the reach
of our many ministries. Some volunteer needs include,
but not limited to kitchen help, parking lot/traffic control,
food servers, ticket takers, and many more. Please contact
General Staffing co-chairs Elaine Mistele (elaine.mistele@
stfrancispalosverdes.org) or Anna Eakins (annatkozaki@
gmail.com) to let one of them know of your interests in
volunteering or leave them a message in the Church office.
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Families and Kids Pre-K thru 5th Grade
Wow!! It’s May!

Pentecost - May 20th

Our children will be participating in this Great Mystery.
Children do know how to “spread the Word “in this
world with their young spirits!

Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin,
Coordinator of Sunday School

suzanne.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Vacation Bible School

Keep watching for Vacation Bible School news! This year
we are having a Family VBS... “Shipwrecked: Rescued by
Jesus .”

4th Sunday - May 27th

The Fourth Sunday Family
Eucharist is on May 27th , followed by a Red, White & Blue
Memorial Day Coffee Hour.

Vacation Bible School
- Mon - Wed, June 25,
26, 27.
5:00-7:00pm beginning
with a light supper.
Everyone is welcome!
Suzanne Gatlin
Coordinator of Sunday
School

Sunday School General Information
Where and When
We begin at 9:55am. Please sign-in your child(ren) at
the age appropriate room.
We have two Godly Play rooms.
Children ages 3 to 5 ½ - meet in “level 1” on the left
of the Parish Hall stage.
Children ages 6 to 11 - meet in the “level 2” in the
center of the Parish Hall stage.
Nursery Care ages 0-3 - meet in the NURSERY to the
left stage side - accessible from the back hallway.
We come in to church after the Sermon, usually during
the Peace, Announcements or Offertory.

We continue to offer
the Sunday Paper
which introduces the
lectionary for the day
as well as crayons
and books. They are
located in the Narthex, to the left as you
enter church.
During Holy Communion, if you do not
wish your child(ren) to receive, they are welcome to
receive a blessing instead by crossing both hands over
their chest while kneeling at the altar rail.
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Middle and High School Youth Groups
CRASH! & eMERGE!

CRASH! - 6th-8th grade fellowship;
eMERGE! - 9th through 12th grades
All youth in 6th through 12th grades are invited to join
together to have fun, talk about stuff, and study God’s
word for our lives. We meet from 4:00-6:00pm on Sunday
afternoons for games, some kind of arts (music, drama,

dance, visual arts), Bible Study, and conversation. There
are lots of laughs! For our study and sharing we meet
in two groups - Crash! (6th-8th), and eMerge (9th-12th).
We usually begin in the lower parking lot and end in the
Parish Hall.
Contact: Dr Jeannie Cobb, (310) 375-4617, ext 228.
jeannie.cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Jeannie and Clayton Cobb
to "graduate" with this year's
seniors.

Mother’s Day and

Youth Sunday!

Celebrate our Youth!
Sunday, May 13
At both services on May 13th our youth will preach and
lead worship. We hope you will join us!
Did you know that between 7 and 17 young people (Middle School and Senior High) meet as CRASH! & eMERGE!
for two hours on Sunday afternoons for fun, games, study,
and conversation? These young people are exploring what
it means to be Jesus' disciples in the world. We learn and
laugh, make friends, and talk about issues we face--both
good and challenging.
Please pray for our young people as they navigate this
sometimes confusing time in their lives. If you know
anyone who would like to join in, send their name(s) to
Jeannie.Cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org.

Jeannie and Clayton Cobb have
led our youth groups for five
years (it seems like yesterday...).
They are now at a time in their
lives (with aging parents and
growing grandchildren) when
they would like more flexibility
in their schedule. So. they have
decided that this will be their last
year in youth ministry. Jeannie
will continue on approximately
half time, serving as Director of
Music and Arts.

The Cobb's last day with our youth will be Sunday, June 3.

Jeannie says,
"Getting to know these students and their
families has been a joy and a privilege.
These young people are wonderful human
beings; full of life and hope. The future of
our church is in good hands!
We look forward to continuing to watch
them mature, and to praying for them and
this vital ministry."
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St Francis
Choir....

And Sing!!!!!!!
Save the Date
Sunday, June 24,
beginning at 11:30

St Francis Choir will once again host their Fun(d)raiser
Luncheon!
This year's theme:

Gotta Dance!

Come here light-hearted songs by the choir and by individual members extolling the virtues of dance! A delicious
lunch will be served, humorous banter be exchanged, and
unapologetic appeals for donations will be tolerated.

Come tap your toes with us!

Date for Confirmation
Here at St Francis
Sunday, March 3, 2019, 10am

Bishop John H, Taylor will celebrate Eucharist and administer the
sacrament of Confirmation here at St Francis.

Adults

If you are an adult who would like to be confirmed, please contact Paula+.
If you are a baptized adult but have not been confirmed you are invited to consider this sacramental rite in the Episcopal Church. Confirmation is a public affirmation of faith and commitment to the responsibilities of Baptism in the
presence of a bishop in which you receive the laying on of hands.
Paula+ would like to meet with any adults who would like to receive this sacrament for two sessions of preparation.
Dates TBA dependent on what is convenient for the adults.
Adults who have been confirmed in another denomination, or ‘reaffirmation of baptismal vows”
If you received the sacrament of confirmation in the Roman Catholic Church or another mainline Church, such as
Lutheran, you can be “received” into the Episcopal Church by the bishop. Please contact Paula+ for more.

Teens
Confirmation is a choice! Confirmation is a “public affirmation and commitment to the responsibilities of

Baptism” and it is a renewal in a commitment to Jesus Christ. The teen program is rooted in understanding the impact
of a Christian set of values. The tools of the program are group discussions, reflection material, prayer, scripture, the
Book of Common Prayer, and presentations …all in an engaging, enjoyable process! Please contact Paula+ or Jeannie
Cobb, our youth director,

Please contact Paula+, paula.vukmanic@stfrancispalosverdes.org for questions.
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Outreach at St. Francis

“Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”
St. Francis is very active in supporting several programs in our area, around the Diocese, and the world. The following
pages give news on some of the programs we currently support. Please consider how you might be able to make a difference. Gayle Taylor is our shepherd for Outreach! gaylentaylor@gmail.com

Donations - see the blue donation bin in the lower parking lot
Please...
•

St Luke’s (see below) - always needs mens and womens underwear. Any type - cheap
is fine. Just the more we can give the better. Online packs can be bought cheaply eg.
http://www.theadairgroup.com/underwear/assorted-colors-adult-boxer-briefs-p-304.
html offers packs of a dozen for $9.16 each.

•

No dirty or stained items; clean, unstained, and whole (not needing mending) items are
best;

•

Check expiration dates on canned and boxed foods; we don't want to run the risk of
making anyone ill;

•

Think about the weight of your donations; one large, heavy bag should be converted to two smaller (or less
full) bags so that we can transport it not only to our cars, but to the donee's location; in gentlest terms, we are a
small (but mighty), mostly older group doing the lugging!

•

Please contact Outreach Shepherd Gayle Taylor - gaylentaylor@gmail.com - if you have large or bulky items.

Last, but certainly not least, accept the heartfelt gratitude of the folks at St. Luke's, at Harbor Interfaith, and all
others, who receive your generosity.

Thank you!

St Luke’s Shower and Breakfast Ministry for the Homeless

Undie Sunday
- May 13!!!
Please consider donating a package of underwear to help
the homeless at St. Luke's. For women, gently used bras
are always appreciated. Both men and women need briefs,
socks, and undershirts or camisoles.

Then - Help us Serve Breakfast!
Saturday, May 19, from 7:00am

The St. Luke's Breakfast and Shower Ministry always
loves new volunteers. This month we will serve breakfast
on Saturday, May 19, starting at 7:30. St. Luke's is located
at 525 East. 7th Street, Long Beach. Email Gayle Taylor at
gaylentaylor@gmail.com with questions.

St. Luke’s Shower and Breakfast Program for the Homeless is one of several vital Outreach ministries at St. Francis. Our usual bi-monthly turn finds us assisting with a
warm breakfast, shower monitoring, clothes distribution,
and sharing of God’s many blessings with our brothers
and sisters who are experiencing homelessness.
Everyone is welcome to join us at St. Luke’s on our assigned days. This is a small commitment of time that
results in immeasurable blessings to the clients and to the
volunteers as well. Please consider joining us whenever
you can!
Next date: May 19th (third Saturdays of every other
month)
We start at 7 am and are typically done by 10-10:30. Come
for all or come for part - your help is greatly needed and
greatly appreciated.
While not particularly good for younger children, teens
and tweens are welcome.
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Episcopal Church Women (ECW)
All St Francis Women are Automatically
Members of the ECW

Among other events, the ECW sponsors the Annual St
Francis Antique Show. As in any Episcopal church, all
women of the parish are automatically a member.
In addition, many of us are members of one or more of the
Guilds, which are smaller groups who meet for social fellowship and also to support various outreach or charitable
causes.

How Do I Join?
We would love to see you at any of our events or meetings
- just come along! Check out our Website Guilds page, and
if any one or more appeals to you, contact the Chair for
more information.

We currently have two Guilds.

St Anne’s - usually meets 4th Monday of each month, 7pm
Led by Sara Schulz Briggs (310 722-0272). Their meetings
are the fourth Monday evening of the months, except
summer, at 7:00 pm. Frequently meet in the church board
room but sometimes in a member’s home.

St Teresa’s
Led by Robin Pano (310 779-0486). Gather at members’
homes in the evening to plan their activities.

The Antiques show
Chairs are Jamie Bellows and Wendy Pratt. The dates this
year are May 30, for the Opening Night Gala party and
May 31-June 2, for the show itself. See p. 4 for full details.

St Motley’s Rummage Sale
Gloria Jones runs the St Motley’s Rummage sale. She will
be looking for helpers in August.
Please contact me at annatkozaki@gmail.com if you
would like any other information.
Come join us!
Anna Eakins, ECW co-President
Contact via the church office on - 310 375 4617.

Your May Message from Anna Eakins
The month of May always puts me in Antiques show
mode. This comes from years of being a member of this
parish and a part of the show. The mother in me first
thinks that there must be something we can do differently.
Then my
thoughts
turn to
what am
I going to
bake?

The ECW has been able to do those things and more
because of the show. Being a part of the show helps you to
become a part of the Parish family, as you work along side
of someone you had never met or just knew from passing
the peace.

Being a part of the show
helps you become a part
of the Parish family...

You may
have
seen the
notices of
activities
coming
up related
to the show - see p. for more...

Consider how you can be a part of the whole. Invite a
friend or coworker, put up a poster in a business window, bake your family's favorite snack, but most of
all, come to the opening night party and or the show
itself. After 50 years it couldn't be all that bad.

Do you know what happens to the funds we raise?
The past couple of years we have made over $20,000 each
year. $10,000 of that goes directly to the operating fund.
The rest goes to providing the child care during services
and events; over 2,000 eggs for St Luke's; camperships
at Camp Stevens; educating girls in Syria, and donating
funds to Episcopal Relief and Development.

Show and Sale

Thursday & Friday May 31 and June 1: 11am – 6pm
Saturday, June 2: 11am – 4pm
Tickets for the show:
$10 or $8 with a $2 discount flyer.
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Meet The Women of the Parish - Mary Ann Cronin

I

became a member of St. Francis
after my husband Chris and I were
married, and moved to Palos Verdes
Estates in 1997.
I was raised Catholic and went to Catholic school from 1st
through 12th grade. Though my faith in God has always
been very strong I pretty much stopped going to church.
When we moved to PVE I felt so blessed to be with my
husband and live in such a beautiful area I wanted to go
back to church.
Chris was brought up Episcopalian and we often talked
about how similar our beliefs and practices were. He
suggested I go to a service at St. Francis since it was so
close to home. Dean Farrar was the rector back then and
I went to a 10 o’clock service. I felt so welcomed and did
not hesitate to go again the following Sunday enjoying the
service and taking communion. By the third Sunday I was
feeling warm and fuzzy and thought “wow, this is just
like the mass at a Catholic church”...up until Mother Barbara walked in and presided over the service. I remember
thinking that I should not have gone to a episcopal church
and worried I had done something wrong. I didn’t go to
communion that day and left the service early. So in that
“Catholic-guilt” frame of mind I went home and shared
my distress with Chris. He immediately reassured me everything was OK and said we’d both go to church the next
Sunday and talk with the priests. That is exactly what we
did. Both Dean and Barbara were so comforting. They told
me God welcomes me to the the church and His communion table. I continued to come and haven’t stopped.
I started going to the 8 o’clock service and remember
Kathy Falk inviting me to stay after the service for coﬀee
and some bakery. In my book Kathy is the ambassador of
St. Francis. I began signing up to bring goodies for ‘coﬀee
hour’ and got to know many fellow parishioners thanks to

Kathy. She invited me to join St.
Anne’s and at one point I volunteered to be president, and served
as such for a couple of years.
I accepted Dean’s invitation to be
a Vestry member filling a midterm vacancy and a few years
later was honored to serve a full
term when Mother Sarah Phelps
asked me to be on the board.
I was confirmed several years
ago and hold dear how reassuring Mother Paula was during the
confirmation classes. She always
seems to know the right thing to
say whether it’s before taking a trip, going in for surgery
or praying together before a service. Her reminder to “let
God be God” and to know that He loves us unconditionally resonates in my mind and heart daily.
I enjoy being a member of the Altar Guild, serving as Acolyte or Chalice Bearer/ Reader and volunteering to help
in any way I can. Now that my husband and I are both
retired I hope to be even more involved with St. Francis.
I have fun golfing, walking and cooking and we both
enjoy traveling whether it be road trips to our national
parks, visiting family and friends or seeing other parts of
the world.
All in all, I am very blessed to have the husband I do,
along with my family and friends. On top of all that I am
grateful for my St. Francis family. When the news is full
of so many bad things and the world seems to be going
crazy, being able to come to St. Francis reminds me there
are wonderful people in this world and enables me to go
out into it loving God, loving others and doing my best to
serve the world.

Crafters and Wanna-Be's
Saturday, May 12 - 9am - noon
We had a great time for our first session - so - do you
work with yarn, paper, fabric or paint? Do you want to
be able to come together with others who do the same or
to expand your knowledge?
Join us to meet in the board room and take advantage of
the long tables, good lighting and quiet setting. See what
projects others have and share yours. Contact - Anna
Eakins (310 297-0701).
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Something to think about
by Jeannie Cobb

We believe that God is important.
When someone is important in your life, you prioritize time and attention to include that person/thing.
We would hope to encourage habits in all of us that include God as a priority.
In order to build life-long habits, we need to practice those habits as we continue to mature.
Our culture does not encourage putting God first in our lives
(just check out baseball, soccer, scouting, tutoring, etc, schedules).
In contrast, God invites us again and again to choose activities that strengthen
our relationship with God and God's family.
Intentional choices of how to prioritize our relationship with God can bless our lives in significant ways.
Once those choices are in place, we choose what other activities will fill up the rest of our time.
Christianity is counter-cultural.
We all have our challenges.
Over time, consistent choices to prioritize God will shape our lives as Christ's disciples.

Parish Calendar— Recurring Events - May 2018
Day

Time/Location

Day
Mondays

Sundays
8am Chapel

Yoga

Sunday School
Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:55am / Follow Sign information
10am Main Church

Tuesdays

AA meeting

7pm Board Room

Thursdays

Holy Eucharist Rite I

Time/Location

Wednesdays
Yoga

8:45am Board Room

Holy Eucharist Rite I

12:10pm/Chapel

Education for Ministry

9:30am Board Room
6:30pm Board Room

Choir Rehearsal

7:30pm - 9pm Choir Room

Al-Anon

7:30pm/Board Room/Library
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Parish Calendar — May 2018
Event

Date

Time

Location

Azure Verde Bead Meeting

5/4/2018

9:00 AM

Board Room

Welcome Conversation/New Parishioners

5/6/2018

9:00 AM

Board Room

ANTIQUE Show Planning Meeting

5/6/2018

11:30 AM

Board Room

Welcome Conversation/New Parishioners

5/6/2018

11:30 AM

Board Room

CRASH! & eMERGE Meeting

5/6/2018

4:00 PM

Antique Show - Pickle Canning

5/8/2018

8:00 AM

Parish Hall & Kitchen

Craft Day - Eakins

5/12/2018

9:00 AM

Board Room

Holy Eucharist - Rite I - MOTHER'S DAY - Youth
Sunday

5/13/2018

8:00 AM

Chapel

Holy Eucharist - Rite II - MOTHER'S DAY - Youth
Sunday

5/13/2018

10:00 AM

Church

Azure Verde Meeting Board

5/15/2018

10:00 AM

Library

Finance Meeting

5/16/2018

6:00 PM

Paula's Office

Vestry

5/16/2018

7:00 PM

Board Room

CRASH! & eMERGE Great Egg Boil

5/18/2018

6:00 PM

Kitchen, Board Room and Parish Hall

St. Luke's Homeless Breakfast

5/19/2018

7:00 AM

St. Luke's - Long Beach

Brunch - Suzanne Gatlin

5/20/2018

9:00 AM

Board Room

CRASH! & eMERGE Meeting

5/20/2018

4:00 PM

Taizé - Service of Healing & Wholeness

5/22/2018

7:00 PM

Chapel

Azure Verde Meeting

5/24/2018

9:00 AM

Board Room

SETUP - ANTIQUE SHOW

5/26/2018

8:00 AM

Family Eucharist & Coffee Hour - Rite II

5/27/2018

10:00 AM

Church

SETUP - ANTIQUE SHOW

5/27/2018

12:00 PM

Parish Hall & Board Room & Classrooms

OFFICE CLOSED - MEMORIAL DAY

5/28/2018

Antique Show Opening Night

5/30/2018

6:00 PM

Parish Hall & Kitchen,Loggia, & Board
Room, T&C Building

Antique Show

5/31/2018

11:00 AM

Parish Hall & Kitchen,Loggia, & Board
Room, T&C Building

Antique Show

6/1/2018

11:00 AM

Parish Hall & Kitchen,Loggia, & Board
Room, T&C Building

Antique Show

6/2/2018

11:00 AM

Parish Hall & Kitchen,Loggia, & Board
Room, T&C Building

Antique Show - Take Down

6/2/2018

4:00 PM
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TaizÉ

Service of Healing
and Wholeness

May 22,
7pm

St. Francis Episcopal Church
2200 Via Rosa (At Palos Verdes Blvd)
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org		
310-375-4617/ FAX 310-791-2740

The Very Rev. Paula Vukmanic, Rector and Dean of Deanery 8
The Rev. Peter Huang, Associate Rector
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury
Judith Lyons, Seminarian, Field Ed Intern
Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin, Sunday School and Family Ministries’ Coordinator
Dr. Jeannie Cobb, Director of Music
Canon Hank Gatlin, Coordinator of Shared Ministries
Dr. Hyunju Hwang, Organist		
Dr. Susan Marshall, Communications Specialist
Joel Miranda, Sexton
Elaine Mistele, Business Manager
Mary Sanchez, Office Administrator

Articles and comments are welcome.
Submit to publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org,
or to the church office By the 15th of each month

Change service requested
Time dated material
No Longer Attending St Francis?

If you would like to stop receiving the Bellringer, please help us save costs by contacting the Parish Office —
Phone: 310-375-4617, Email: mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org or FAX 310-791-2740. THANK YOU!
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