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I

had an experience on my
walk this morning that
was quite a surprise.

I had spent the early morning hours looking for a story to begin this article and
had lost track of time. When I realized it
was past my normal walking time I quickly changed and set out into the 48 degree
cool morning with gloves on and a warm
hat pulled over my head. I began pumping my arms with my three pound “heavy
hands” and commenced my neighborhood powerwalking route with gusto.

From Mo. Paula
The Very Rev.
Paula Vukmanic,

paula.vukmanic@
stfrancispalosverdes.org

310 375 4617 ext 223

As I was approaching a street corner, a
truck stopped in the opposite direction
ready to make a simple right turn. I had
not entered the street yet and noticed that
he had plenty of time to make his right
turn without having to wait for me. But
he signaled me to go ahead and cross
the street. So I put my
head down and charged
forward. Nearing the
sidewalk on the other
side I looked up to give
a smiling thank you. But
he already had a huge
smile planted on his face
AND gave me a thumbs
up! I was so surprised to
get that smile let alone the thumbs up! I
felt a warm blessing in my heart.

… Which lead me to Jesus, the wisdom
teacher. Jesus taught using ordinary life
events, revealing the variety of ways
God uses us as instruments of love and
peace… like a man in his truck smiling
and giving a thumbs up to a woman powerwalking across the street, not knowing
how much he blessed my soul with a
spontaneous, generous act of simple love.
…Which leads me to Lent and one of the
reasons this season is important for us.
Lent is an invitation for becoming more
aware and awake. Lent invites reflection
for the sake of growth and transformation. We never know the mileage of a
smile, a kind word, a “have a blessed
day”, a phone call to a nervous friend, a
helping hand, letting yourself be interrupted, slowing down and listening…
…which leads me to why Lent has the
potential for shifting us
from a closed heart to an
open heart, from caution to
courage, from not noticing,
to seeing opportunities for
kindness. Episodes of gun
violence have made many
more protective rather than
open to strangers.

...love is
our call,
not fear.

There were several things that I found
myself thinking about as I walked on.
First of all, I was given a true story for this
article. I had begun my walk praying to
be aware of the blessings of the day and
God surprised me with the warmth of a
stranger. Sitting next to him in his truck
was a teenage boy which I imagined was
his son. The thumbs up would have been
noticed by his son but probably not the
huge smile. I imagined that his son had
noticed a lot of moments in his life when
his dad was involved in random acts of
kindness. The smile and thumbs up had
an air of being normal and natural.

…which leads me to remember that love is our call, not
fear. Love is the power that broke through
on Easter. Jesus is the biggest surprise of
God’s power and love. God so loved the
world that Jesus became one of us and
overcame darkness and death that we
might have life and love… forever.
Let us continue to grow in noticing and
responding, giving and receiving love this
Lent…and always.
With love and care for each of you,

Paula+
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Worship!
Sundays
8 a.m. Rite I in the
Chapel
9:55am Children’s
Christian formation
programs
10 a.m. Rite II in the
Church

Private Prayer
The Baptistry of the
Chapel, and the Nason
Prayer Chapel in the
Main Church are always
available for private
prayer between services.

Wednesdays
12:10 pm
Bring your lunch, if
you’d like. Following a
brief informal service
in the Chapel, you are
invited to eat and enjoy
informal conversation
with St. Francis’ clergy
and staff.

Find out what’s on...
Go to
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Calendar.

This online calendar
serves as our master
calendar for the parish.
Printed copies of the
current and upcoming
week are available in
our weekly worship
bulletin.

Full Calendar

See inside final page(s).

Anglican & Episcopal
Spiritual Writers
Three week Adult Formation series
presented by lay leaders,
Sundays, March 4 &11
Board Room after both services
You may or may not know that there are many wellknown writers in history who were devoted Anglicans and Episcopalians. Come and out more about
their lives, their writings, and their faith journeys.
We hope you will be inspired by their lives and
inspired to read their works. Each week's class will
be presented by a different leader and will feature a
different writer.
March 4 - George Orwell (Gayle Taylor)

Sunday Sermons
Online
Missed a Sunday, or
want to hear the sermon
again?
Find them at:
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Sermons online.

Orwell was an atheist who identified himself with the humanist
outlook on life. Despite this, and
despite his criticisms of both
religious doctrine and of religious
organizations, he nevertheless
regularly participated in the social
and civic life of the church, including by attending Church of England Holy Communion.

March 11 - Dorothy Sayers (Peter Marshall)
“First I believe it to be a grave
mistake to present Christianity as
something charming and popular
with no offense in it.”

Bellringer
Submissions
The deadline for submissions is the 15th of each
month.
Please email to
publications
@stfrancispalosverdes.org
or deliver to the Publications box in the Parish
Office.

Like us on Facebook - St Francis Palos Verdes,
and Twitter: @stfrancispalosverdes

Mailing List

Photography

We are always looking for photographs of the people and
places of St Francis church. If you have photos you would
be happy for us to use in our published materials, please
feel free to send them to Susan Marshall at: publications@
stfrancispalosverdes.org.
Note - if you would prefer that photos of yourself (other
than unidentified in large group shots), and/or photos of
your minor children, not be used, please contact the church
office - mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org.
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Paula+ on Dawn Unity
Interfaith Panel!

“Responsibilities of a Religious Leader”

Baptism at the Great Vigil
of Easter
Saturday, March 31, 7:30pm

The next special opportunity
for the Sacrament of Baptism
is the night of The Great
Vigil, 7:30pm, in our chapel,
March 31.

Tuesday, March 6, Church Of Jesus Christ Of Latterday
Saints, 5845 Crestridge Rpv
Today’s clergy must provide moral leadership against
daily examples of inappropriate behavior from poli-ticians
and other public figures. They have to respond to congregants who feel helpless as they watch yet another mass
murder take place, plus single interest activists whose entire efforts are devoted to their one cause. Panelists: Rabbi
Charles Briskin, Temple Beth El; Rev. Jon Gathje,
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church; President Mike Gazdik of our host congregation; and Rev. Paula Vukmanic, St. Francis Episcopal Church.
Free, 90 minute program.
For info—(310) 833-7008.

Please inquire of Paula+ or
Peter+ if you or a family
member would like Holy
Baptism, the full initiation into Christ’s Body the
Church, by water and the
Holy Spirit, welcomed into
our parish family of God!

Lenten Supper Series
What's in Your Spiritual Toolbox
Three Wednesdays remaining 6 pm (March 7, 14, 21)
Each Lent we gather together to build our life in Christ
and refurbish our faith. Like any building or improvement project, having the right tools, even the most basic
tools, can make a huge difference to how successful we'll
be. Have you ever wondered if you have the right tools
to build or improve your spiritual life? Have you ever
been caught in a moment when you need something to
carry through the day, or address a particular issue, only
to realize that you don't have - or have perhaps lost - the
right equipment?

We often associate Lent with fasting and
taking away. But Lent is also about adding to our spiritual toolbox so we can build
intimacy and closeness with God, and be better
followers of Jesus.

This year our Lenten Supper program is focused on our
path to the graces and promises of God. How might we
add to the tools we already have in order to notice and
experience God's graces and promises?

Come hear Peter+, Peter Marshall, Paula+, Holly Henebry,
Hank Gatlin, and Jude Lyons present and engage us in
building our spiritual toolbox!

In this four week series, speakers from St. Francis will
team up to lead these sessions of exploration of inward,
outward and group practices that will help us to grow in
our faith, together and on our own, so that we all add to
what is in our spiritual toolbox.

Week 2: March 7 Tools for Your Personal Spiritual Life
(Holly Henebry and Rev. Paula)

Week 3: March 14 Tools for Living an Engaged Life in the World
(Hank Gatlin and Rev. Paula)

Week 4: March 21 Tools to Deepen the Experience of Church
(Jude Lyons and Rev. Paula)
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Carl Jenkins’ Stabat Mater
Palm Sunday - 4:00pm
A special presentation by the St Francis’
Choir. Bring your Holy Week to life
through images and music.
See p. 13 for full details.

What is the Meaning of Holy Week?
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and the Great Easter
Vigil are three days in the church year when we physically
walk with Jesus from the table, to the cross, and to the
tomb. On Easter morning, we go with Mary Magdalene
and witness with her, Jesus risen from the dead.

Palm Sunday – March 25, 10am
ONE service only.

We start outside with a joyful procession, singing Hosannas, and waving palm branches, before reading the Gospel
of the Passion – reliving the transition from celebration, to
Jesus’ arrest and judgement by the authorities.
Palm Sunday – March 25, 4:00 pm St Francis Choir and
Orchestra present Karl Jenkins Stabat Mater

Holy Week Taize – March 27, 7pm,
Chapel

A contemplative service of chants, a reading from scripture, quiet reflective moments, and candles lit to illuminate our hearts as we move into the mystery of the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus..

Maundy Thursday – March 29, 6:30pm
- Light Dinner/Communion, Parish Hall

Come join us as the Parish Hall becomes for us the Upper
Room. After a simple supper, the short service includes
foot washing, Holy Communion, and dramatic readings of
Jesus' last evening with the disciples.

Good Friday – March 30

Stations of the Cross, 12:10pm, Church.
We walk our beautiful stained glass panels, hand-made by
members of our congregation from broken glass from our
windows, retrieved after the Northridge earthquake.
Service from Light to Darkness, 7:00pm, Chapel
On Ash Wednesday we received ashes as we began our
Lenten journey as a symbol of “repentance”. On this Good
Friday, in the midst of a service that will include scripture
readings of his death and burial, candles and music, we
will offer an anointing with holy oil as a symbol of our
baptismal covenant, followers of Jesus, hearing the words,
“Remember you are buried with Christ to rise with Christ.”

The Great Vigil of Easter – March 30,
7:30pm.

The new fire of Easter is started, outside on our patio, from
which the Paschal candle is lit. The dark sanctuary gives
way to the lighting of candles, and ringing of bells, with
Holy Eucharist, as the service celebrates the first Easters of
the early Christians, when new Christians were baptized
into the faith.

Easter Sunday – April 1, 8:00am, Chapel,
10:00am, Church
Alleluia! “Jesus Christ is risen today!”
The glorious music and resurrection readings of Easter Sunday are celebrated with full choir and organ. At 10am in the
church, a small ensemble joins organ and choir. The service
is followed by an Easter egg hunt for the kids while families
enjoy Easter refreshments.

Easter Day April 1

8am Rite I - Holy Communion
10am Rite II - Holy Communion with Full Choir.
Plus our traditional Easter Egg Hunt after 10am!
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At our Easter and Christmas services we share our joy and celebration with extra-special music and decorations of
At
Easter
and
Christmas
we sharebenefit
our joyfrom
and celebration
with extra-special
music
andour
decorations
ourour
Chapel
and
Church.
Bothservices
these Ministries
generous contributions,
over and
above
regular of
our
Chapel
and
Church.
Both
these
Ministries
benefit
from
generous
contributions,
over
and
above
our
pledge and plate collections. If you would like to be a part of this festive glory, please complete either orregular
both of
pledge
andbelow*,
plate collections.
If youinwould
like to beplate,
a part
this festive
glory,
please office.
complete either or both of
the forms
and place them
the collection
orof
return
them to
the church
the
below*,
and place
them
in the
plate,
or return them to the church office.
Andforms
remember,
flowers
on the
Altar
cancollection
be dedicated
year-round.
And remember, flowers on the Altar can be dedicated year-round.
*Note—if giving to both, please write separate checks.
*Note—if giving to both, please write separate checks.

We hope you enjoy the wonderful sights and sounds of our Easter celebrations,
We hope you enjoy
sightsour
andworship
soundsexperiences!
of our Easter celebrations,
whichthe
so wonderful
deeply enhance
which
so to
deeply
enhance
ourand
worship
With many
thanks
the Altar
Guild,
to ourexperiences!
Choir and Musicians!
With many thanks to the Altar Guild, and to our Choir and Musicians!

Deadline for inclusion in the Easter Sunday bulletin is Palm Sunday, March 25. Thank you.
Deadline for inclusion in the Easter Sunday bulletin is Palm Sunday, March 25. Thank you.

Note—if giving to both, please write separate checks.
Note—if giving to both, please write separate checks.
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Our 50th Antiques Show is Coming!
Our Next Planning Meeting:

Thursday, March 15 at 10am in the Boardroom!

P

reparations for another successful Antiques
Show are underway! We invite you to
contribute to this important ministry as you
can, which is the largest annual fundraiser supporting St. Francis and its many ministries. Here
are a number of ways you can contribute in addition to volunteering for the many open positions
during the Show.
Please don’t hesitate to contact Event Co-Chairs Jamie
Bellows (Bellows151@aol.com) or Wendy Pratt (wpratt@
earthlink.net)

Opening Night Preview Party
(a.k.a. Gala)
Wednesday May 30: 6:00pm to 9:00pm

•
•
•
•

Tickets for Opening Night are only $25 when
purchased in advance by Monday, May 21
OR $40 at the door
OR you can purchase five (5) Opening Night
tickets for a great deal of only $100!
Your Opening Night ticket is good for admission on all days of the Show.

Program Advertisements

Parishioners are encouraged to place ads in the Antiques
Show Program. Proceeds from ads help defray the printing costs. An ad can be personal in nature or for a business. Parishioners are also encouraged to obtain ads from
businesses they frequent in the South Bay. On the Volunteers’ Desk in the Church office, there will be letters to
parishioners and merchants explaining the ads and the
pricing. Ads obtained can be placed in the “Ads” box in
the Church office or by contacting Wendy Pratt (wpratt@
earthlink.net) or Karin Petersen (lapdogdesigns@cox.net).

Show and Sale

Thursday & Friday May 31 and June 1: 11am – 6pm
Saturday, June 2: 11am – 4pm
Tickets for the show are $10 or $8 with a $2 discount flyer.

Opening Night Silent Auction
Donations Needed
By Friday May 25 please!
It’s time to get excited and think about donating to the
upcoming Opening Night Silent Auction! Everyone knows
there are many amazing opportunities to participate in
this ministry, and We Would LOVE to have you donate
to the Opening Night SILENT AUCTION!! Gift baskets,
sports packages, vacation homes, wine packages, cigars,
art, gift certificates...the possibilities are endless!!! Have
fun being creative and Thank you for donating! Items can
be labeled and brought to the Church office by Friday,
May 25. To make asking for donations from local merchants easier, we have materials that you can provide to
them explaining our event and other details so please stop
by the Church office, pick up some materials, and contact
Gayle Taylor (gaylentaylor@gmail.com) (310) 375-7038) or
Hank Gatlin (hggatlin@gmail.com) , (310) 772-6094 if you
have any questions or need guidance.

Volunteer Opportunities During
Opening Night and the Show

We have a number of volunteer opportunities for you to
join and get to know each other while enhancing the reach
of our many ministries. Some volunteer needs include, but
not limited to kitchen help, parking lot/traffic control, food
servers, ticket takers, and many more. Please contact Elaine
Mistele (Elaine.Mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org) cochair of General Staffing, or Event co-chairs Jamie Bellows
(bellows151@aol.com) (310) 922-1689 or Wendy Pratt
(wpratt@earthlink.net) to let one of them know of your
interests in volunteering or you may leave them a message
in the Church office.
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Families and Kids Pre-K thru 5th Grade
Sunday School: Where and When

We begin at 9:55am. Please sign-in your child(ren) at the
age appropriate room.
We have two Godly Play rooms.
Children ages 3 to 5 ½ - meet in “level 1” on the left of
the Parish Hall stage.
Children ages 6 to 11 - meet in the “level 2” in the
center of the Parish Hall stage.

Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin,
Coordinator of Sunday School

Nursery Care ages 0-3 - meet in the NURSERY to the
left stage side - accessible from the back hallway

suzanne.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Preparations for
Easter!!

A

s is the entire church, in Godly
Play we are continuing to focus on
preparing for the great Mystery of
Easter during March.

Then, no joke, Easter comes on the first day of April.
There will be No Sunday School Easter morning but of
course there will be a lively Easter Egg Hunt after the
10:00 service with the Easter Bunny of course! There are
plastic eggs available in the church office if you would
like to fill some with wrapped candy or toys. Please
return them to the office by Sunday 3/25, Palm Sunday.
With blessings for Spring and joyful renewing of our
hearts through God and our children.

Sunday School
General Information
We will be coming in to
church after the Sermon,
usually during the Peace,
Announcements or Offertory. We continue to offer
the Sunday Paper which introduces the lectionary for
the day as well as crayons
and books. They are located
in the Narthex, to the left as
you enter church.
During Holy Communion, if you do not wish your
child(ren) to receive, they are welcome to receive a blessing instead by crossing both hands over their chest while
kneeling at the altar rail.

Suzanne Gatlin

Suzanne Gatlin, Coordinator of Sunday School

Middle and High School Youth Groups
CRASH! & eMERGE!

CRASH! - 6th-8th grade fellowship;
eMERGE! - 9th through 12th grades
All youth in 6th through 12th grades are invited to join
together to have fun, talk about stuff, and study God’s
word for our lives. We meet from 4:00-6:00pm on Sunday
afternoons for games, some kind of arts (music, drama,

dance, visual arts), Bible Study, and conversation. There
are lots of laughs! For our study and sharing we meet
in two groups - Crash! (6th-8th), and eMerge (9th-12th).
We usually begin in the lower parking lot and end in the
Parish Hall.
Contact: Dr Jeannie Cobb, (310) 375-4617, ext 228.
jeannie.cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org
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Sages Had a Great Time!

Our Sages had the best time recently in the Rolling Hills
Plaza. We started with a great talk on hummingbirds and
birds in our area at Wild Birds Unlimited and then went
next-door to the Bluff Cove Olive Oil Company for an
olive oil and balsamic vinegar tasting. We concluded our
outing with lunch at the brand new Stonefire Grill. We
highly recommend all three places! What fun!
Want more info about SAGES?
Send an email to hank.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Who is a ‘sage’? from late Latin “a person in possession of wisdom, judgment, and experience”.

Date for Confirmation
Here at St Francis
Sunday, March 3, 2019, 10am

Bishop John H, Taylor will celebrate Eucharist and administer
the sacrament of Confirmation here at St Francis.

Adults
If you are an adult who would like to be confirmed, please contact Paula+.
If you are a baptized adult but have not been confirmed you are invited to consider this sacramental rite in the Episcopal Church. Confirmation is a public affirmation of faith and commitment to the responsibilities of Baptism in the
presence of a bishop in which you receive the laying on of hands.
Paula+ would like to meet with any adults who would like to receive this sacrament for two sessions of preparation.
Dates TBA dependent on what is convenient for the adults.
Adults who have been confirmed in another denomination
If you received the sacrament of confirmation in the Roman Catholic Church or another mainline Church, such as
Lutheran, you can be “received” into the Episcopal Church by the bishop. Paula+ would like to include those who
want to be “received” into our church in a two session preparation program. Dates TBA dependent on what is convenient for the adults. Also, you may participate in the “reaffirmation of baptismal vows”

Teens
Confirmation is a choice! Confirmation is a “public affirmation and commitment to the responsibilities of
Baptism” and it is a renewal in a commitment to Jesus Christ. The teen Confirmation program at St Francis is simple;
it is an exploration of the Baptismal Covenant as it relates to the challenges we face being a Christian in the world
today. The teen program is rooted in understanding the impact of a Christian set of values. The tools of the program
are group discussions, reflection material, prayer, scripture, the Book of Common Prayer, and presentations …all in
an engaging, enjoyable process! Please contact Paula+ or Jeannie Cobb, our youth director,
Please contact Paula+, paula.vukmanic@stfrancispalosverdes.org if you have any questions or would like to register for
any of the above.
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Outreach at St. Francis

“Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”
St. Francis is very active in supporting several programs in our area, around the Diocese, and the world. The following pages gives news on some of the rograms we currently support. Please consider how you might be able to make a difference.

Gayle Taylor is our hepherd for Outreach! gaylentaylor@gmail.com

Donations - see the blue donation bin in the lower parking lot
Please...
•

St Luke’s (see below) - always needs mens and womens underwear. Any type - cheap
is fine. Just the more we can give the better. Online packs can be bought cheaply eg.
http://www.theadairgroup.com/underwear/assorted-colors-adult-boxer-briefs-p-304.
html offers packs of a dozen for $9.16 each.

•

No dirty or stained items; clean, unstained, and whole (not needing mending) items are
best;

•

Check expiration dates on canned and boxed foods; we don't want to run the risk of
making anyone ill;

•

Think about the weight of your donations; one large, heavy bag should be converted to two smaller (or less
full) bags so that we can transport it not only to our cars, but to the donee's location; in gentlest terms, we are a
small (but mighty), mostly older group doing the lugging!

•

Please contact Outreach Shepherd Gayle Taylor - gaylentaylor@gmail.com - if you have large or bulky items.

Last, but certainly not least, accept the heartfelt gratitude of the folks at St. Luke's, at Harbor Interfaith, and all
others, who receive your generosity.

Thank you!

Fruit Donations
at Family Service

On February 25th, we blessed some 300 pieces of fruit at
our Fourth Sunday Family Service at St. Francis!
Then later that day we picked 200 more pieces of fruit
and delivered the fruit Monday morning to Harbor Interfaith for distribution to those in need.
In the last half of February alone, we donated well over
1,600 pieces of fruit through our Diocese’s Seeds of Hope
Program!

And we are still picking!!!

If you have fruit that needs to be picked please email
hank.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org and arrange a
picking day and time.
We will pick what you tell us to pick, leave fruit you
need with you, and donate the rest. Since last summer,
we have donated over 4,000 pieces of fruit, primarily to
Harbor Interfaith and St. Luke’s ministry to the homeless. We also have planted 20 fruit trees on our church
property since last May, so we have that fruit to look
forward to in the future as well. Thank you to all who
picked and donated the fruit! Together we are making
a difference in the lives of others!
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Outreach at St. Francis “Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”
Designs for Dining 2018 is Friday, March 2!
10:00am - 4:00pm

Annual Fundraiser for the St Francis Scholarship Outreach Fund

Celebrity Speakers & Book Signing at Designs for Dining 2018
Friday, March 2 at 11:00 am at Designs for Dining
Designs for Dining will feature two celebrity speakers,
with book signings, at our event on March 2 at 11:00 a.m.
Save the Date!
Tim Street-Porter, a noted photographer of Los Angeles iconic architecture and design, will present photos
from his new book on Palm Springs Modernism and will
include in his discussion, some of his iconic Los Angeles
photos as well. Tim is one of the keynote speakers at
Modernism Week in Palm Springs this February. His latest book, Palm Springs: A Modernist Paradise, cover shown
below, will be released on February 6, 2018.

Both Tim and Annie are the authors of many books and
are featured in many publications. We are excited to have
these speakers volunteer their time and we would like the
event to be a big success.
We will have a book signing after their talks. If you are
interested in purchasing one of these books, even if you
are unable to attend the event, we will have it reserved
for you and signed by the authors, please contact Cheryl
Gutierrez, cacgmayday@aol.com, or call (310) 791-7038.
We will also feature two return speakers:

• Chef Robert Bell of Chef Melange “Entertaining 101”-1:15 pm.
• Lynn Chichi presenting
“Table Talk- Ultimate Challenge” 2:30 pm.
Invitations have been mailed, and are available for pickup in church, and in this Bellringer on the next page - p.11
We look forward to seeing you there, and thank you in
adavance for your generous support of our scholarship
students!

Reproduced with permisssion - Tim Street-Porter

His wife, Annie Kelly,
will discuss her latest
book, “Casa Mexico: At
Home in Merida and The
Yucatan”, see cover left. Annie will give an
insider tour of several
stunning properties in
this region and highlight
some of the latest Mexican design trends.

Reproduced with permisssion - Annie Kelly

Sign Up for Ralphs
Community Rewards!
Our outreach fund receives a % of what parishioners spend at Ralphs.
We can help you with the
sign up process.
Remember that Ralphs
special promotions may
offer great deals on items
you need - and you can help Scholarship Outreach at the
same time!
Contact: Cheryl Gutierrez cacgmayday@aol.com (310)
791-7038 for instructions on how to sign up.
It’s easy and free!
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Designs for Dining - 2018

Friday March 2, 10:00am - 4:00pm
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Episcopal Church Women (ECW)
All St Francis Women are Automatically
Members of the ECW

Among other events, the ECW sponsors the Annual St
Francis Antique Show. As in any Episcopal church, all
women of the parish are automatically a member.
In addition, many of us are members of one or more of the
Guilds, which are smaller groups who meet for social fellowship and also to support various outreach or charitable
causes.

How Do I Join?
We would love to see you at any of our events or meetings
- just come along! Check out our Website Guilds page, and
if any one or more appeals to you, contact the Chair for
more information.

March News!
CPR class
This year the ECW is looking forward hosting another
CPR class. No date yet, probably later this spring.
Antique Show Preserves and Pickles
The Antiques show needs jams and preserves from your
kitchens. There will be a “pickle day” for us to make our
famous Bread and Butter pickles. Watch for the date or if
you have questions, contact Gloria Jones (310 375-8916).
Meet the Women of the Parish
I hope you are enjoying the Meet the Women of the Parish
section. My personal thanks to those who have shared
themselves with you. If you would like to do the same,
let me know.
Anna Eakins, ECW co-President
Contact via the church office on - 310 375 4617.

Meet The Women of the Parish - Suzanne Miller

I

‘m a recent addition to the parish,
having begun attending services here
about 1½ years ago.

I’m a lifelong Episcopalian, confirmed in college in Virginia. I was born into and grew up in a loving Christian family in that state, with deep roots in the Episcopal Church
and Virginia history on my dad’s side, and Quaker belief
and practice on my mom’s side.
I’ve spent 26 years as a Naval officer, with a lifetime of
service in defense, Intelligence and aerospace, as an engineer and scientist, an aerospace executive, a government
official, and president of my own consulting company.
I’m also the author of two books on human spirituality,
and was trained as a Jungian therapist. I abandoned that
pursuit after becoming convinced that good religion was
more effective than talk therapy in helping people heal
broken lives.
For many years I have split my time between coasts,
having fallen into that habit by being moved by employers back and forth between coasts to either work directly
with the government (where all the money and power is)
or with the highly skilled engineers and scientists which
are so plentiful on the West coast, and who actually know
how to do cool things.
I first came to the Los Angeles area in 1990, as head of
Special Programs at TRW, having previously lived and
worked for extended periods of time in Northern California.

I quickly fell in love with the
wonderful people of Southern
California.
I have a bachelor’s degree in
engineering from the University of Virginia, and a master’s
degree in engineering administration, and completed all the
course work for a doctorate in
applied mathematics at The
George Washington University.
After TRW, I attended seminary
at Bloy house, one year behind
bishop Taylor. Being unable to get ordained on either
coast during what I call the “clergy wars” of the early
1990’s, I was licensed and placed in a working-class parish
in Baltimore by the Bishop of Maryland as its Lay Vicar,
where I served for a glorious 5 years of my life.
I was divorced in 1980, after 20 years of marriage, and
have two sons who reside on the East coast.
I’ve suffered all my life from an undiagnosed autoimmune
disorder, which had many effects, including a loss of my
singing voice, a severe heart attack, and disability. By the
grace of God, modern medicine was able to heal my heart
and finally correctly diagnose and treat my autoimmune
disorder. It gave me back all my old energy as well as my
singing voice.
Contd. on page...13
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St Francis Choir
presents Stabat Mater
by Karl Jenkins

Palm Sunday, March 25, 4:00pm
Written by contemporary Welsh composer Karl Jenkins,
the beautiful and dramatic Stabat Mater brings us to the
foot of the cross to stand with Mary, the mother of Jesus.
Jenkins uses the traditional 500-year-old text of the Stabat
Mater (in Latin) along with other texts in English, Hebrew,
Aramaic, and Greek.
We will have texts shone onto a screen above the choir to
help with understanding, plus artwork to bring the words
to life. We are presenting this as part of our Holy Week
journey because it so vividly brings into focus the sacrifice
of Jesus, and the adoration of all who love him. There is
no admission fee. A free-will offering will be received to
offset the cost of this program.
Come experience this event with us.

Contd. from page 12

Meet The Women of the
Parish - Suzanne Miller
I have responded to these blessings by engaging in an active, joyous life, having let out my “girlie” side, and have
resumed my delayed singing avocation, both in the parish
choir and as a member of the Episcopal Choral Society of
Los Angeles.
My Christian faith, in its Episcopal realization, has been
the bedrock that has kept me going through the many
adversities of my life.

"Understanding the Stabat
Mater" Class
Sunday, March 18, 11:30-12:30pm
Board Room

Jeannie Cobb will give a preview of the dramatic Stabat
Mater that the choir will present on Sunday, March 25 at
4:00. Come learn about the composer, the texts he uses,
and the art presentation that helps bring it all to life.

Crafters or Wanna-be's:

Friday, March 16, or Saturday April 7,
9:00 to noon.
Do you work with yarn, paper, fabric or paint? Do you
want to be able to come together with others who do the
same or to expand your knowledge?
Friday, March 16 and Saturday, April 7, are trial dates
anyone who would like to meet in the board room to
take advantage of the long tables, good lighting and quiet
setting. See what projects others have and share yours.
Come one or both days 9:00 am until noon.If you are
interested but can't make either date, please call or text
Anna Eakins (310 297-0701).
Hope to see you there!

Parish Calendar— Recurring Events - March 2018
Day

Time/Location

Day

Holy Eucharist Rite I

8am Chapel

Yoga

Sunday School
Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:55am / Follow Sign information
10am Main Church

Tuesdays

AA meeting

7pm Board Room

Thursdays

Wednesdays
Holy Eucharist Rite I

Time/Location

Mondays

Sundays

12:10pm/Chapel

Education for Ministry

9:30am Board Room
6:30pm Board Room

Choir Rehearsal

7:30pm - 9pm Choir Room

Alcoholic Anon-Al-Anon

7:30pm/Board Room/Library
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Parish Calendar — March 2018
Event

Date

Time

Location

Designs for Dining

3/2/2018

10:00 AM

Parish Hall & Board Room

Adult Education Series - Anglican Spiritual Writers

3/4/2018

9:00 AM

Board Room

Adult Education Series - Anglican Spiritual Writers

3/4/2018

11:30 AM

Board Room

CRASH! & eMERGE Meeting

3/4/2018

4:00 PM

Carpet Cleaning - Board Room

3/6/2018

Altar Guild Meeting

3/7/2018

9:00 AM

Board Room

Lenten Supper Series

3/7/2018

6:00 PM

Church

Adult Education Series - Anglican Spiritual Writers

3/11/2018

9:00 AM

Board Room

Adult Education Series - Anglican Spiritual Writers

3/11/2018

11:30 AM

Board Room

CRASH! & eMERGE Meeting

3/11/2018

4:00 PM

Clergy Gathering - Deanery 8

3/13/2018

11:30 AM

Board Room

Lenten Supper Series

3/14/2018

6:00 PM

Church

ANTIQUE Show Planning Meeting

3/15/2018

10:00 AM

Board Room

Craft Day - Eakins

3/16/2018

9:00 AM

Board Room

CRASH! & eMERGE Great Egg Boil

3/16/2018

6:00 PM

Kitchen, Board Room and Par-

St. Luke's Homeless Breakfast

3/17/2018

7:00 AM

St. Luke's - Long Beach

Adult Education Series - Presentation - Background on "Stabat

3/18/2018

11:30 AM

Board Room

CRASH! & eMERGE Meeting

3/18/2018

4:00 PM

Finance Meeting

3/20/2018

6:00 PM

Paula's Office

Lenten Supper Series

3/21/2018

6:00 PM

Church

PALM SUNDAY --- Rite II - ONE SERVICE ONLY

3/25/2018

10:00 AM

Church

Canceled - CRASH! & eMERGE Meeting

3/25/2018

4:00 PM

Choir & Orchestra presents Karl Jenkins' Stabat Mater

3/25/2018

4:00 PM

Church & Choir Room

Taizé - Holy Week Service of Healing & Wholeness

3/27/2018

7:00 PM

Chapel

Maundy Thursday

3/29/2018

6:30 PM

Parish Hall

Good Friday - Stations of the Cross

3/30/2018

12:00 PM

Church

Good Friday - Service of Light to Darkness

3/30/2018

7:00 PM

Chapel

The Great Easter Vigil

3/31/2018

7:00 PM

Chapel

Easter Sunday - Holy Eucharist - Rite I

4/1/2018

8:00 AM

Chapel

Easter Sunday - Holy Eucharist - Rite II

4/1/2018

10:00 AM

Church
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Holy Week
TaizÉ SErvice
Tuesday March 27

St. Francis Episcopal Church
2200 Via Rosa (At Palos Verdes Blvd)
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org		
310-375-4617/ FAX 310-791-2740

The Very Rev. Paula Vukmanic, Rector and Dean of Deanery 8
The Rev. Peter Huang, Associate Rector
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury
Judith Lyons, Seminarian, Field Ed Intern
Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin, Sunday School and Family Ministries’ Coordinator
Dr. Jeannie Cobb, Director of Music, Youth and the Arts
Canon Hank Gatlin, Coordinator of Shared Ministries
Dr. Hyunju Hwang, Organist		
Dr. Susan Marshall, Communications Specialist
Joel Miranda, Sexton
Elaine Mistele, Business Manager
Mary Sanchez, Office Administrator

Articles and comments are welcome.
Submit to publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org,
or to the church office By the 15th of each month

Change service requested
Time dated material
No Longer Attending St Francis?

If you would like to stop receiving the Bellringer, please help us save costs by contacting the Parish Office —
Phone: 310-375-4617, Email: mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org or FAX 310-791-2740. THANK YOU!
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