St. Francis Episcopal Church
Palos Verdes Estates, California

February 2018

O

nly a few weeks into
the year and it is hard
to fathom that Lent is
almost upon us.

From Mo. Paula
The Very Rev.
Paula Vukmanic,

Just a few weeks ago I put away all my
Christmas ornaments and lights! Obviously Lent is early this year so let us gear
up for Lent, another season for spiritual
growth and renewal. Nothing to decorate
in our homes and just the opposite in our
souls. Lent is like a spiritual spring cleaning. Yes, we never seem to get to settle in
as Christians. God is always calling us to
become, more and more, the fully realized
persons we have been created to be, to experience the fullness of life here, the power
of love, the kingdom of God on earth, to
appreciate the witness that Jesus was in
this human adventure.

paula.vukmanic@
stfrancispalosverdes.org

310 375 4617 ext 223

Lent is traditionally described as lasting
for forty days, in commemoration of the
forty days Jesus spent fasting in the desert
before beginning his public ministry. In
his wild, desert experience Jesus endured
temptation by Satan and in the process became clear in his call and set out to be the
love of God in the world no matter what.
How are you doing as God’s love in the
world as you? Lent is a time to examine
how it is going as a Christian, a follower of
Jesus.
Lent is an opportunity for a spiritual tuneup by embracing certain disciplines

for the sake of paying attention to the
deepest core of who you are, made in the
image and likeness of God. So hang in
there and hang on! We are here to help
you. We will provide something for everyone so your spiritual tune-up fits you!
In this Bellringer and in our weekly announcements you will hear details about
the following Lenten opportunities:
•

on Ash Wednesday February 14
(we didn’t decide that Lent starts on
Valentine’s Day!) we have a 12:10 and
7pm Distribution of Ashes and Holy
Communion (by the way, Bishop
Diane will be preaching at the 7pm
service!).

•

Our Lenten Quiet Day will also be on
February 14, from 9:30am to 12 noon
featuring our Labyrinth.

•

Between 2:00pm and 4:00pm on Ash
Wednesday we will have our third annual “Ashes to Go!” at Malaga Cove.

•

During Lent we shall build on last
year’s Anglican Spiritual Writers.

•

The popular Lenten Supper Series
will be Wednesday nights, 6-8:30pm,
February 21, March 7, 14, 21.

•

We are going to have a special performance of Karl Jenkins’ Stabat Mater
on Palm Sunday evening at 4:00pm,
performed by our choir. A class to
help us understand this unique choral
piece will be offered the Sunday
before.

So hang in there and hang on! Lent is
meant to be a time of awakening the core
of who you are to awaken you to you!
May the poem on the next page, by
Edward Hays inspire possibilities and
awaken you…
With love and care for each of you,

Paula+

2018
December 2017 & February
January 2018
Worship!
Sundays
8 a.m. Rite I in the
Chapel
9:55am Children’s
Christian formation
programs
10 a.m. Rite II in the
Church

Private Prayer
The Baptistry of the
Chapel, and the Nason
Prayer Chapel in the
Main Church are always
available for private
prayer between services.

Wednesdays
12:10 pm
Bring your lunch, if
you’d like. Following a
brief informal service
in the Chapel, you are
invited to eat and enjoy
informal conversation
with St. Francis’ clergy
and staff.

Find out what’s on...
Go to
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Calendar.

This online calendar
serves as our master
calendar for the parish.
Printed copies of the
current and upcoming
week are available in
our weekly worship
bulletin.

Full Calendar

See inside final page(s).

Sunday Sermons
Online
Missed a Sunday, or
want to hear the sermon
again?

Anglican & Episcopal
Spiritual Writers
Three week Adult Formation series
presented by lay leaders,

Sundays, February 18, 25 and March 11
You may or may not know that there are many wellknown writers in history who were devoted Anglicans
and Episcopalians. Come and out more about their lives,
their writings, and their faith journeys. We hope you will
be inspired by their lives and inspired to read their works.
Each week's class will be presented by a different leader
and will feature a different writer.

February 18 - Nora Gallagher (Jude Lyons)
“Doubt is to me the handmaiden to faith, its cop, the
one that keeps faith straight.
To doubt is an indication of
freedom and a guard against
fanaticism.”
February 25 - George Orwell (Gayle Taylor)

Find them at:
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Sermons online.
March 11 - Dorothy Sayers (Peter Marshall)
“First I believe it to be a grave
mistake to present Christianity as
something charming and popular
with no offense in it.”

Bellringer
Submissions
The deadline for submissions is the 15th of each
month.
Please email to
publications
@stfrancispalosverdes.org
or deliver to the Publications box in the Parish
Office.

Like us on Facebook - St Francis Palos Verdes,
and Twitter: @stfrancispalosverdes

Mailing List

Photography

We are always looking for photographs of the people and
places of St Francis church. If you have photos you would
be happy for us to use in our published materials, please
feel free to send them to Susan Marshall at: publications@
stfrancispalosverdes.org.
Note - if you would prefer that photos of yourself (other
than unidentified in large group shots), and/or photos of
your minor children, not be used, please contact the church
office - mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org.
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“Lenten Psalm of Awakening”
Come, O Life-giving Creator,
and rattle the door latch
of my slumbering heart.
Awaken me as you breathe upon
a winter-wrapped earth,
gently calling to life virgin Spring.
Awaken in these fortified days
of Lenten prayer and discipline
my youthful dream of holiness.
Call me forth from the prison camp
of my numerous past defeats
and my narrow pattern of being
to make my ordinary life extra-ordinarily alive,
through the passion of my love.

Show me during these Lenten days
how to take the daily things of life
and by submerging them in the sacred,
to infuse them with a great love
for you, O God, and for others.
Guide me to perform simple acts of love and prayer,
the real works of reform and renewal
of this overture to the spring of the Spirit.
O Father of Jesus, Mother of Christ,
help me not to waste
these precious Lenten days
of my soul’s spiritual springtime.
~by Fr. Edward Hays~ “Lenten Psalm of Awakening”
in Prayers for a Planetary Pilgrim

Lenten Supper Series
What's in Your Spiritual Toolbox
Four Wednesdays 6 pm (Feb 21, March 7, 14, 21)
Each Lent we gather together to build our life in Christ
and refurbish our faith. Like any building or improvement project, having the right tools, even the most basic
tools, can make a huge difference to how successful we'll
be. Have you ever wondered if you have the right tools
to build or improve your spiritual life? Have you ever
been caught in a moment when you need something to
carry through the day, or address a particular issue, only
to realize that you don't have - or have perhaps lost - the
right equipment?

We often associate Lent with fasting and
taking away. But Lent is also about adding to our spiritual toolbox so we can build
intimacy and closeness with God, and be better
followers of Jesus.

This year our Lenten Supper program is focused on our
path to the graces and promises of God. How might we
add to the tools we already have in order to notice and
experience God's graces and promises?

Come hear Peter+, Peter Marshall, Paula+, Holly Henebry,
Hank Gatlin, and Jude Lyons present and engage us in
building our spiritual toolbox!

In this four week series, speakers from St. Francis will
team up to lead these sessions of exploration of inward,
outward and group practices that will help us to grow in
our faith, together and on our own, so that we all add to
what is in our spiritual toolbox.

Week 1: February 21 What's in Your Spiritual Toolbox?
(Peter Marshall and Rev. Peter)

Week 2: March 7 Tools for Your Personal Spiritual Life
(Holly Henebry and Rev. Paula)

Week 3: March 14 Tools for Living an Engaged Life in the World
(Hank Gatlin and Rev. Paula)

Week 4: March 21 Tools to Deepen the Experience of Church
(Jude Lyons and Rev. Paula)
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Our Pathway to the Promises
and Graces of God

Your Guide to Lent at St Francis

Sunday February 11
•
•

Mardi Gras breakfast after both services.
Lenten Devotionals - daily scripture readings and reflections, written by members of our own
congregation and clergy! Booklets will be available for collection today, on Ash Wednesday,
and also via a downloadable pdf.

Ash Wednesday—February 14
•
•
•

Holy Communion with Ashes—12:10pm &  7:00pm
Lent Quiet Day— Ash Wednesday, 9:30am - noon.
Ashes to Go! - Ash Wednesday, Feb14,  Malaga Cove, 2:00-4:00pm, in front of the market.

Lenten Supper Series - what’s in your spiritual toolbox?
Wednesdays—February 21, March 7, 14 & 21.

Anglican & Episcopal Spiritual Writers
Three week adult formation series led by our lay leaders - Sundays, February 18, 25 & March 11.

Lenten Quiet Day:
Exploring The Labyrinth

Ash Wednesday, February 14, 9:30am
Parish Hall
The use of the Labyrinth for spiritual purposes, dates back 4000
years! Come spend a quiet morning
learning about labyrinths worldwide, and then enjoy the silence
of walking or drawing or writing
or meditating in preparation for
the Ash Wednesday Eucharist to
follow. The quiet day will conclude
in the chapel, in time for the 12:10
service.

Mardi Gras Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, February 11, after both services

Our youth will serve the St Francis family pancakes,
bacon, sausage and all the trimmings as a recognition of
Mardi Gras. "Mardi Gras" ("Fat Tuesday") evolved as a day
to use up extravagant food in the house to get ready for
the fast of Lent. This year Ash Wednesday is February 14,
so this Sunday is the last Sunday before Lent. (Perhaps we
should call it Mardi Dimanche, which is "Sunday"
in French.) Whatever you
call it, come join the fun.
Masks for children and silly
pancake races finish off the
morning. Your free-will
donations will help cover
the costs. See you there!

Once again the St Francis Labyrinth will be set up in the Parish Hall for use during Lent.
Come take advantage of the quiet atmosphere as a time for prayer and meditation. The Labyrinth will be
available whenever the office is open, and also during scheduled evening activities and on Sundays.
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A Message from your 2016-17 Senior Warden!
Jennifer Sams - ajsams@verizon.net

I just wanted to take this time to
say “Thank You” for letting me
be your Senior Warden for these
past two years.
It was such a privilege for me to work alongside Mother Paula, Father Peter, the office
staff, and all my friends on the Vestry.As a
group, we listened, shared, discussed, made
decisions, laughed, prayed, and got the chance to know
each other better.It really was a joy to be together once a
month for a two hour period.At one time, Paula told me
that my gift was that I was a cheerleader, and was just what
was needed these past two years. I hope you could tell that
I was your cheerleader, too.I love this church, and that is
because you all are in it.

I will really miss being a part of Vestry, and I hope that
one day, you can find the time and desire to give it a try.I
promise you won’t be disappointed.You will learn so
much about our church as you work together to envision
the needs and future of our parish.I am excited about our
new group of Vestry members and I know they will feel
welcomed.Your new Senior Warden comes with much
wisdom, compassion, and insightfulness, and will be the
perfect fit for this new Vestry.
I look forward to my retirement, but I will be seeing you
all on Sundays, and at all the fun and fellowship events
we have here at St. Francis.As Paula says, what a blessing
it is to be in this together.
With Love, Jennifer Sams
Senior Warden, 2016 - 2017
		

News from the 2017 Annual Meeting!

First of all, thank you to Sue and Jack Ferme
for organizing the pot luck portion of our
Annual Meeting. Thank you to all the parishioners who contributed to the pot luck.

Congratulations to the new vestry class voted in to serve through 2020.
Left to right - Christine Budzowski, Richard Egan, Sue Ferme, Alex Sams.

• Our new Senior Warden is Tim Coleman.
• Our new Junior Warden is John Henebry.
Congratulations to our delegates to the
Diocesan Convention: Hank and Suzanne
Gatlin and alternates Albert and Susie
Zimmerman.
May God deepen what God is doing in our
midst! Paula+

You can find the Annual Report on our website at
http://stfrancispalosverdes.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2017-Annual-Report-issued-Jan-28th-2018.pdf

Our 50th Antiques Show is Coming!
Antique Show Planning Meeting:

Sunday, February 11 at noon in the Library.
Preparations for another successful Antiques Show are
underway and we welcome you to join in the planning!
We will be celebrating our 50th show this year which in
itself is a major accomplishment. We welcome you to contribute to this ministry as you can.
The Antiques Show is the largest annual fundraiser supporting St. Francis and its many ministries and outreach.
In the coming weeks we will be giving you more information on ways you can volunteer and help.
Please don’t hesitate to contact Event Co-Chairs Jamie
Bellows (Bellows151@aol.com) or Wendy Pratt (wpratt@
earthlink.net)

Opening Night “Golden Jubilee” Party
Wednesday, May 30: 6:00pm to 9:00pm

Show and Sale

Thursday & Friday, May 31 & June 1: 11am – 6pm
Saturday, June 2: 11am – 4pm
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Families and Kids Pre-K thru 5th Grade
Sunday School: Where and When

We begin at 9:55am. Please sign-in your child(ren) at the
age appropriate room.
We have two Godly Play rooms.
Children ages 3 to 5 ½ - meet in “level 1” on the left of
the Parish Hall stage.
Children ages 6 to 11 - meet in the “level 2” in the
center of the Parish Hall stage.

Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin,
Coordinator of Sunday School

Nursery Care ages 0-3 - meet in the NURSERY to the
left stage side - accessible from the back hallway

suzanne.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Cheers to 2018
St. Francis Families!!

I

t is amazingly fun to see “our children“
at the beginning of this year and stand
back to see how much they each have
grown and changed since September!
What a blessing! You really do have amazing kids! I continually pray that we in Godly Play and we as a church family
lift them up in love, fellowship and God’s word in such a
way that when they walk away on Sunday they know that
they have a family in Christian fellowship who holds them
in their hearts throughout the week ahead.
May 2018 be a blessed year for you all.
Looking at the calendar, the Youth will hold a Mardi Gras
Pancake breakfast after the 10:00 service on February 11th.
Yummm!

Sunday School
General Information
We will be coming in to
church after the Sermon,
usually during the Peace,
Announcements or Offertory. We continue to offer
the Sunday Paper which introduces the lectionary for
the day as well as crayons
and books. They are located
in the Narthex, to the left as
you enter church.
During Holy Communion, if you do not wish your
child(ren) to receive, they are welcome to receive a blessing instead by crossing both hands over their chest while
kneeling at the altar rail.

And February 4th Sunday, February 25th, coffee hour is
“Beat the Chill” with fun and fancy hot chocolate; lots of toppings!! Wear a fun scarf !

Suzanne Gatlin, Coordinator of Sunday School

Middle and High School Youth Groups
CRASH! & eMERGE!

CRASH! - 6th-8th grade fellowship;
eMERGE! - 9th through 12th grades
All youth in 6th through 12th grades are invited to join
together to have fun, talk about stuff, and study God’s
word for our lives. We meet from 4:00-6:00pm on Sunday
afternoons for games, some kind of arts (music, drama,

dance, visual arts), Bible Study, and conversation. There
are lots of laughs! For our study and sharing we meet
in two groups - Crash! (6th-8th), and eMerge (9th-12th).
We usually begin in the lower parking lot and end in the
Parish Hall.
Contact: Dr Jeannie Cobb, (310) 375-4617, ext 228.
jeannie.cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Page 6

February 2018
2018 is the Year to Join the Choir!

C

ould your voice be one God is calling?

We would like to increase each choir section by 3
people so we stay strong when members are away.
We are a wonderful circle of hearts & voices that supports
one another and helps lead worship and use our gifts to
the glory of God. Not everyone reads music, not everyone
has a solo-quality voice. What we do have is a love of music and a willingness to learn.
•

Regular Choir—Thurs nights 7:15-9:00, & Sun mornings 9:00am through the end of the 10:00 service.

•

“Super Singers” - special events.

Next Super Singers event is Palm Sunday evening - Karl
Jenkins’ Stabat Mater, a dramatic work telling the story of
Mary, mother of Jesus, at the foot of the cross - see p. 14 for
more....Call or email Jeannie Cobb with any questions. 310
375-4617 x228, Jeannie.cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Date for Confirmation
Here at St Francis
Sunday, March 3, 2019, 10am

Bishop John H, Taylor will celebrate Eucharist and administer
the sacrament of Confirmation here at St Francis.

Adults
If you are an adult who would like to be confirmed, please contact Paula+.
If you are a baptized adult but have not been confirmed you are invited to consider this sacramental rite in the Episcopal Church. Confirmation is a public affirmation of faith and commitment to the responsibilities of Baptism in the
presence of a bishop in which you receive the laying on of hands.
Paula+ would like to meet with any adults who would like to receive this sacrament for two sessions of preparation.
Dates TBA dependent on what is convenient for the adults.
Adults who have been confirmed in another denomination
If you received the sacrament of confirmation in the Roman Catholic Church or another mainline Church, such as
Lutheran, you can be “received” into the Episcopal Church by the bishop. Paula+ would like to include those who
want to be “received” into our church in a two session preparation program. Dates TBA dependent on what is convenient for the adults. Also, you may participate in the “reaffirmation of baptismal vows”

Teens
Confirmation is a choice! Confirmation is a “public affirmation and commitment to the responsibilities of
Baptism” and it is a renewal in a commitment to Jesus Christ. The teen Confirmation program at St Francis is simple;
it is an exploration of the Baptismal Covenant as it relates to the challenges we face being a Christian in the world
today. The teen program is rooted in understanding the impact of a Christian set of values. The tools of the program
are group discussions, reflection material, prayer, scripture, the Book of Common Prayer, and presentations …all in
an engaging, enjoyable process! Please contact Paula+ or Jeannie Cobb, our youth director,
Please contact Paula+, paula.vukmanic@stfrancispalosverdes.org if you have any questions or would like to register for
any of the above.
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Outreach at St. Francis

“Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”
Our St. Francis family is very active in supporting several programs in our area, around the Diocese, and the world. To see
details and pictures of each area, please visit us on the web at www.stfrancispalosverdes.org/outreach.
The following pages give details of the programs we currently support and their immediate needs. Please consider how
you might be able to make a difference.

New Outreach Shepherd!

The Ministry Council is pleased to announce that Gayle Taylor is our new Shepherd for
Outreach! Thank you Gayle! You can contact Gayle via gaylentaylor@gmail.com

G

ayle has been a member of St. Francis since 1985, and
has served on the vestry, as an usher, as a member of
the Building and Grounds Committee, and as a volunteer
at the Breakfast/Showers Program at St. Luke’s in Long
Beach.
She treasures her interactions with all the members of the
St. Francis family and is looking forward to this new role
in Outreach. She believes that we are blessed by being
able to work with people in need and that creative outreach answers the command to “Love God, Love Others,
Serve the World.” She is happy to listen to, and consider
suggestions for outreach projects.
When she is not at church, Gayle teaches English at Rolling Hills Prep School and spends leisure time hiking,
going to plays and museums, and cooking. One of her
ambitions in life is to make a perfect pizza.
Redondo Beach Homeless Count
Gayle jumped right
in to her new role
by taking part in
the Annual Homeless Count the night
of January 24th in
Redondo Beach,
sponsored by the
Los Angeles Homeless Service Authority (LAHSA). She
is pictured in this
Hank Gatlin with new Outreach photo alongside,
along with Hank
Shepherd: Gayle Taylor gaylentaylor@gmail.com
Gatlin, receiving
LAHSA training before taking part in the Homeless Count. Gayle and Hank
were accompanied by a Redondo Beach Police Lieutenant and found the experience to be extremely enlightening and worthwhile.

This count is important in tracking the homeless trend
in the South Bay and is used to obtain vital funding,
services, and housing to assist the homeless.
During our portion of the Homeless Count, the Police
Lieutenant, who has been a policeman for 26 years said
that over the years our community has become more
sensitive in dealing with those who are homeless and he
praised the efforts of organizations like Harbor Interfaith, whose mission it is to empower the homeless and
working poor to achieve self-sufficiency by providing
support services including shelter, transitional housing,
food, job placement, advocacy, childcare, education, and
life-skills training.
Harbor Interfaith
During this past year, St.
Francis once again has become actively involved with
Harbor Interfaith by donating 100’s of bags of clothing
from our Blue Bin, some
2,000 pieces of fruit from
our parishioners’ trees, turkeys and all the fixings plus
money at Thanksgiving and hams, food, toys, gift cards,
and money at Christmas. Our involvement and support
is greatly appreciated and needed.
Therefore, we are asking our parishioners to bring in
non-perishable foods whenever possible and donate
them for Harbor Interfaith by placing them in the wicker
basket at the entrance to the sanctuary of the main
church or in the orange metal bucket in the church office. Thank you for your continued generosity. Together
we are making a difference in the lives of those in our
community!
Jesus said, “...Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”

Matthew 25:40
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Donations - see the blue donation bin in the lower parking lot
Please...
•

St Luke’s (see below) - always needs mens and womens underwear. Any type
- cheap is fine. Just the more we can give the better. Online packs can be bought
cheaply eg. http://www.theadairgroup.com/underwear/assorted-colors-adultboxer-briefs-p-304.html offers packs of a dozen for $9.16 each.

•

No dirty or stained items; clean, unstained, and whole (not needing mending)
items are best;

•

Check expiration dates on canned and boxed foods; we don't want to run the risk
of making anyone ill;

•

Think about the weight of your donations; one large, heavy bag should be converted to two smaller (or less
full) bags so that we can transport it not only to our cars, but to the donee's location; in gentlest terms, we are a
small (but mighty), mostly older group doing the lugging!

•

Please contact Outreach Shepherd Gayle Taylor - gaylentaylor@gmail.com - if you have large or bulky items.

Last, but certainly not least, accept the heartfelt gratitude of the folks at St. Luke's, at Harbor Interfaith, and all
others, who receive your generosity.

Thank you! Blessings and peace, Jayne, Marcia Schoettle, Richard and Sue Egan and John Henebry.
Thank you to our regular Blue Bin Volunteers who sort, bag and deliver your donations!

Love God
Love Others,
Serve the World
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Outreach at St. Francis “Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”
Designs for Dining 2018 is Friday, March 2!
10:00am - 4:00pm

Annual Fundraiser for the St Francis Scholarship Outreach Fund

Celebrity Speakers & Book Signing at Designs for Dining 2018
Friday, March 2 at 11:00 am at Designs for Dining
Designs for Dining will feature two celebrity speakers,
with book signings, at our event on March 2 at 11:00 a.m.
Save the Date!
Tim Street-Porter, a noted photographer of Los Angeles iconic architecture and design, will present photos
from his new book on Palm Springs Modernism and will
include in his discussion, some of his iconic Los Angeles
photos as well. Tim is one of the keynote speakers at
Modernism Week in Palm Springs this February. His latest book, Palm Springs: A Modernist Paradise, cover shown
below, will be released on February 6, 2018.

Both Tim and Annie are the authors of many books and
are featured in many publications. We are excited to have
these speakers volunteer their time and we would like the
event to be a big success.
We will have a book signing after their talks. If you are
interested in purchasing one of these books, even if you
are unable to attend the event, we will have it reserved
for you and signed by the authors, please contact Cheryl
Gutierrez, cacgmayday@aol.com, or call (310) 791-7038.
We will also feature two return speakers:

• Chef Robert Bell of Chef Melange “Entertaining 101”-1:15 pm.
• Lynn Chichi presenting
“Table Talk- Ultimate Challenge” 2:30 pm.
Invitations have been mailed, and are available for pickup in church, and in this Bellringer on the next page - p.11
We look forward to seeing you there, and thank you in
adavance for your generous support of our scholarship
students!

Reproduced with permisssion - Tim Street-Porter

His wife, Annie Kelly,
will discuss her latest
book, “Casa Mexico: At
Home in Merida and The
Yucatan”, see cover left. Annie will give an
insider tour of several
stunning properties in
this region and highlight
some of the latest Mexican design trends.

Reproduced with permisssion - Annie Kelly

Sign Up for Ralphs
Community Rewards!
Our outreach fund receives a % of what parishioners spend at Ralphs.
We can help you with the
sign up process.
Remember that Ralphs
special promotions may
offer great deals on items
you need - and you can help Scholarship Outreach at the
same time!
Contact: Cheryl Gutierrez cacgmayday@aol.com (310)
791-7038 for instructions on how to sign up.
It’s easy and free!
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tablescapes

¥

speakers

¥

boutiques

¥

silent auction

SCHEDULE OF THE DAY
11:00 a.m. Tim Street-Porter discusses his new book, “Palm Springs: A Modernist
Paradise” and additional iconic Los Angeles Photographs. Book Signing.
timstreetporter.com

$35 ADVANCE TICKET PRICE ($40 at-the-door)

refreshments and light lunch included in the ticket price

FRIDAY, MARCH 2 · 10 A.M. TO 4 P.M.

Friday March 2, 10:00am - 4:00pm

2018 DESIGNS FOR DINING
ST. FRANCIS EPISCOPAL CHURCH · 2200 VIA ROSA · PALOS VERDES ESTATES, CA · 310·375·4617

Designs for Dining - 2018

C R E AT I V E T R E N D S I N E N T E R TA I N I N G

Annie Kelly discusses her book, “Casa Mexico: At Home in Mérida and
the Yucatán”. An inside tour of fifteen stunning properties in this region
of Mexico. anniekelly.net
1:15 p.m. “Entertaining 101”. Chef Robert Bell of Chez Melange and Mama
Terano. chezmelange.com mamaterano.com
2:30 p.m. Chichi’s “Table Talk the Ultimate Challenge”. Lynn creates table designs
from surprise items provided by the Designs for Dining Committee.
chichistabletalk.com
Special Drawing

Catered Dinner with
Wine for Twelve
Prepared in Your Home
or at Chez Melange
(Private Room)
by Chef Bell & Staff
(see Enclosed Tickets)

Silent Auction

Unique Offering
African Safari

The St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund (SFOSF) was founded in 1998 by parishioner,
Joni McIntyre. Her dream of helping just one promising youth to attain a college education
has resulted in the fund to date helping over 20 students.
All proceeds of Designs for Dining will benefit SFOSF.
St. Francis Episcopal Church and the SFOSF would like to extend special thanks to
Chef Robert Bell of Chez Melange Restaurant, Redondo Beach, for his enthusiastic support
of the event and this charity every year since 2008.
Cheryl Gutierrez and Robin Pano - Co-Chairs.

Front - “Casa Mexico Table Setting”, photographer Tim Street-Porter ©2017
Invitation Designer LapDogDesigns

Printer Sonshine Print Shop
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Attention!
We are packing boxes for Military Outreach!
Saturday, February 24, 2018, 9am - noon
(or until finished!)
Where: St.Lawrence Martyr Parish Hall, upstairs in the
St. Francis Room.
Bring: yourselves, friends, and your children. It is truly a
family affair!
We will be sending Girl Scout cookies, as well as the usual
morale boosters.
Chocolate is OK.
The list of items for donation is in the church office, and on our website at http://stfrancispalosverdes.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/MILITARY-PACKING-LIST-FOR-NOVEMBER-12-2017.pdf (same list as for November 2017).
Thank you for your support, Susie and Julie
Susie Zimmerman, and Julie McGovern

Update on St Luke’s Breakfasts Calling All Fruit Tree
Another successful event with NEW HIGHS…..Who
Parishioners and Pickers
would have thought, there was a higher bar than we have
already reached….BUT there was this past Saturday.

Besides the normal 12 gallons of soup, 8 gallons of hot
chocolate, 400 eggs, 6 gallons of coffee, countless muffins
and banana bread, 80 pounds of Bananas, 150 bottles of
water, saltines, hot sauce, fruit cocktail, 9 cans of whipped
cream….and on and on……

WE ALSO:
•

gave aways over 200 Tangelos and oranges,

•

had 6 FIRST TIME VOLUNTEERS

•

and had an all time record of 20 dedicated,
hard working, spiritual, unselfish St. Franciscans…..WAY TO GO.

Thanks for all you do.
Next St. Luke’s event is 3/17…St Patrick’s day
Contact: John Henebry - john@pacificinspectionsinc.com

Saturday, Feburary 24, 9:00am - meet at St Francis for
allocations for picking
Sunday, February 25 - blessing of fruit for donation
On Saturday, February 24th, all fruit tree
picking volunteers
will meet at the
church at 09:00AM to
split into teams and
go to the homes of
our parishioners, who
have fruit trees, to
pick ripe fruit.
Finish at Hank and Suzanne Gatlin’s house for more fruit
picking and a group cookout. On Sunday the 25th, we
will bless the fruit at the altar and on the 26th we will donate the fruit to places like Harbor Interfaith to help feed
the poor in our community.
Please sign up in the church office or send an email to:
hank.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org if you would like
to volunteer to pick fruit and/or have a fruit picking team
come to your house. We will pick only what you tell us
we can pick and we will leave whatever fruit you would
like and we will donate the rest. We can make a difference
in the lives of others!
Contact: Hank Gatlin
hank.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org
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Episcopal Church Women (ECW)
All St Francis Women are Automatically
Members of the ECW

Among other events, the ECW sponsors the Annual St
Francis Antique Show.
As in any Episcopal church, all women of the parish are
automatically a member.
In addition, many of us are members of one or more of the
Guilds, which are smaller groups who meet for social fellowship and also to support various outreach or charitable
causes.

How Do I Join?
We would love to see you at any of our events or meetings
- just come along! Check out our Website Guilds page, and
if any one or more appeals to you, contact the Chair for
more information.

February News! Distribution of Funds!
We begin this new year with many wishes and dreams.
I know mine include peace and happiness. As the ECW
board worked on distributing the monetary gifts for the
season, I know my wish was to have more to give. We
were able to give over $20,000 to our parish and groups
and individuals within our parish. New this year, we gave
to and organization that helps to educate girls in Syria.
The monies we distribute come from the profits of our
annual Antiques show. For you new to the parish, this is
an opportunity for the ECW to stand for Episcopal Church
Workers! Plans are being made for our next show, the
50th. It is time now to consider what you can do to help
make it a success!
Anna Eakins, ECW co-President
Contact via the church office on - 310 375 4617.

Meet The Women of the Parish - Joanne Shultz

I

have been fortunate to lead a very
blessed life, beginning in Minnesota,
then moving to Wisconsin, and finally
landing in California in 1957.
My parents, sister, brother, and I were active members of
the Lutheran church in those places and I was the Sunday
School piano player from junior high through high school
at those churches.
I left home to attend college at UC Berkeley from which I
graduated in 1966 and then stayed and received a teaching credential in 1967. The best thing to happen to me at
Berkeley was meeting my husband, John, who was in law
school there.
After college I returned to San Diego and taught in the
SDUSD for one year, after which John and I got married
and started our new life together in New York City!
I taught at The Chapin School, a private girls school in
Manhattan while John worked at a Wall Street law firm.
Six years later our first son was born and my teaching
career ended for the time being. Our second son was born
2 years later and I became a full time stay-at-home Mom.
We returned to California in 1977. I didn’t stay at home all
the time! PV Juniors, Las Candalistas, Luminaries (a support group for Torrance Hospital) and PTA occupied my
free time. The boys’ sports were also important to me.

A perfect job for me, as
I got to work with the
students without any responsibilities! When those
positions were eliminated
I volunteered with the
Kindergarten teacher I had
worked with for another 10
years.
We became members of St.
Francis in about 1996 and
now I am happy to have
some responsibilities here.
I have been Director of the Altar Guild for 4 years and
have just passed that position on to Liz Cook. I will still
be on the guild, as well as active in St. Anne’s , and helping Elaine Mistele in the office every Monday morning.
I volunteer at Torrance Memorial Medical Center every
Friday and have added 2 new learning experiences to my
life – yoga with Jill Fenske and flute playing with Grace
Buchen. Both are WONDERFUL teachers!
John and I love to travel and have been fortunate to be
able to go to many far-off places. We love to visit our
children and our 4 grandchildren who live in Morro Bay
and Santa Fe. And this June we will celebrate our 50th
wedding anniversary!
What a wonderful life!

When our younger son went off to college I went back to
their elementary school and became a teacher’s aide.
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St Francis Choir
presents Stabat Mater
by Karl Jenkins

Palm Sunday, March 25, 4:00pm

This work for choir, soloists, and orchestra is stunning!
Combining ancient texts in several languages with contemporary music, it brings to life the emotional story
of Mary, the mother of Jesus, standing at the foot of the
cross. In addition to the music, artwork will enhance our
perception. There is no admission charge for this powerful
experience. A free-will offering will be received. Come join
us for this Holy Week experience.

"Understanding the Stabat
Mater" Class
Sunday, March 18, 11:30-12:30pm

Here is a chance to look ahead to the beautiful music of
Karl Jenkins' Stabat Mater, which our choir will perform
on March 25. The mixture of ancient texts, and even the
artwork chosen to accompany the music will open your
hearts and minds to the experience of standing with Mary
at the foot of the cross.

And the Mother did weep

Small Group Class Open For New Members
St. Francis has many small groups. Some are groups to get
to know each other, some are guilds, and one is a class.
This class is Education for Ministry. It is a class for people
who are longing to go deeper into their faith, find answers
to questions, and fulfill their search for their ministry.
Our Diocese and Bishop John Taylor sponsors those who
choose to take this small group class.
The school of Theology in Sewanee, Tennessee has developed a framework of study for those wanting to study the
Bible, their faith, and how they are meant to serve God.
All of us may not find it possible to travel to that theological Seminary to take this course designed for those who
are curious, but not wanting to become a priest.
This class was designed for those who want to know more
about faith, how the Bible was written, church history,
and what God has opened for us to do in this world.
We can take it right at St. Francis. Here are some reasons
current students chose to take the class:
First year student, Susie Willigrod
“I wanted to learn - more about the Bible and more about
why churches do what they do. I knew that EFM included
many other things, but those were the aspects that
drew me.”

Second year student, Shelly Crilly-Benner
“I wanted to learn more about the Bible and deepen my
faith. I learned things I did not expect to learn and enjoy
the class community. My faith is deeper now, and is getting deeper every day.”
Returning student, Albert, Zimmerman
“I enjoyed the classes I took in religion and philosophy
in college, but science captured my heart. Years later, I
saw Education for Ministry class as a way to return to the
study of history and the philosophy of all humanity. That
is to say, revisit the world of the heart more deeply”.
Curious?
When does the class start?, etc
Please talk to any of these students to find out more. We have
room for you in our current class
to search for your answers about
our Bible, answering your questions, and growing your faith. We
welcome you to join this journey
with us.
For more information, contact
Susie Zimmerman, Mentor
susiehzimmerman@gmail.com
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The Saintly Smackdown is Back!

By now you’ve heard that Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s
Day coincide this year. The real Lenten love, however,
kicks off the next day on February 15. Why? Because for
the ninth year running, people of faith are gearing up for
Lent Madness, the beloved “saintly smackdown!”
If you’re looking for a Lenten discipline that is fun, educational, occasionally goofy, and always joyful, join the Lent
Madness journey. Lent needn’t be all doom and gloom.
After all, what could be more joyful than a season specifically set aside to get closer to Jesus Christ?

With its unique blend of competition, learning, and humor, Lent Madness allows participants to be inspired by
the ways in which God has worked through the lives of
saintly souls across generations and cultures. Throughout
Lent, thirty-two saints will do battle to win the coveted
Golden Halo. Based loosely on the NCAA basketball tournament of a similar name, this online devotion pits saints
against one another in a bracket as voters choose their
favorites throughout this penitential season.
Here’s how to participate: on the weekdays of Lent, information is posted at www.lentmadness.org about two
different saints. Each pairing remains open for 24 hours as
participants read about and then vote to determine which
saint moves on to the next round. Sixteen saints make it
to the Round of the Saintly Sixteen; eight advance to the
Round of the Elate Eight; four make it to the Faithful Four;
two to the Championship; and the winner is awarded the
coveted Golden Halo.
www.lentmadness.org

Sages On The Move
Thursday, February 8, 10:30am
Calling all SAGES of many ages! We are going on a “Just
For The Fun Of It” outing!!!
On Thursday, February 8th, we are hitting the trifecta in
Rolling Hills Plaza...Shop for your winter birds and learn
more about our beautiful hummingbirds at Wild Birds
Unlimited (25416 Crenshaw Blvd, Torrance, just north
of PCH). Then we will head next door to experience the
Ultimate in olive oil tastings from around the world at the
Bluff Cove Olive Oil Company; Finally, we will enjoy a
casual lunch (on your own $) at the brand new Stonefire
Grill just a short walk away!
We even have a SAGES door prize for this fun kickoff for
2018!!

We will meet at Wild Birds Unlimited at 10:30AM on February 8th. If there is interest in carpooling, we will meet
at the church at 10:00AM at the parking lot at the top of
Via Rosa next to Palos Verdes Drive.
Sign up at the parish office today or send an email to
hank.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Who is a ‘sage’?from late Latin “a person in possession of wisdom,
judgment, and experience”.

Parish Calendar— Recurring Events - December 2017 & January 2018
Day

Time/Location

Day

Holy Eucharist Rite I

8am Chapel

Yoga

Sunday School
Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:55am / Follow Sign information
10am Main Church

Tuesdays

AA meeting

7pm Board Room

Thursdays

Wednesdays
Holy Eucharist Rite I

Time/Location

Mondays

Sundays

12:10pm/Chapel

Education for Ministry

9:30am Board Room
6:30pm Board Room

Choir Rehearsal

7:30pm - 9pm Choir Room

Alcoholic Anon-Al-Anon

7:30pm/Board Room/Library
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Parish Calendar — February 2018
Event
Pastoral Care - Yoga
Altar Guild Meeting
Ministry Council
ECW Meeting
SAGES - "Wild Birds Unlimited" + Lunch

Date
2/5/2018
2/7/2018
2/7/2018
2/8/2018
2/8/2018

Time
9:30 AM
9:00 AM
6:30 PM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM

Jeff & Robert's Wedding
Pancake Breakfast
Pancake Breakfast
ANTIQUE Show Planning Meeting
Pastoral Care - Yoga
Lenten Quiet Day
ASH Wednesday
Ashes to Go
Choir Call - Ash Wed. Service
Ash Wednesday Service - 7:00 PM Service
VALENTINE'S DAY
Adult Education Series - Anglican Spiritual
Writers - Nora Gallagher
Adult Education Series - Anglican Spiritual
Writers - Nora Gallagher
CRASH! & eMERGE Meeting
Pastoral Care - Yoga
OFFICE CLOSED - PRESIDENTS' DAY
Finance Meeting
Vestry
Lenten Supper Series
Azure Verde Meeting
Christine Pasquariello Memorial Service Susan Klein Officiating
Adult Education Series - Anglican Spiritual
Writers - George Orwell
Family Eucharist - Rite II
Adult Education Series - Anglican Spiritual
Writers - George Orwell
CRASH! & eMERGE Meeting
St. Anne's Meeting
Designs For Dining - Ironing
Taizé - Service of Healing & Wholeness
Setup - Designs for Dining
Setup - Designs for Dining
Designs for Dining
Vestry Retreat
Vestry Retreat

2/10/2018
2/11/2018
2/11/2018
2/11/2018
2/12/2018
2/14/2018
2/14/2018
2/14/2018
2/14/2018
2/14/2018
2/14/2018
2/18/2018

4:00 PM
9:00 AM
11:15 AM
12:00 PM
9:30 AM
9:30 AM
12:10 PM
2:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Library
Board Room
Board Room
Chapel
Malaga Cove Plaza
Choir Room & Church
Church

9:00 AM

Board Room

2/18/2018

11:30 AM

Board Room

2/18/2018
2/19/2018
2/19/2018
2/20/2018
2/20/2018
2/21/2018
2/22/2018
2/24/2018

4:00 PM
9:30 AM

Board Room

6:00 PM
7:00 PM
6:00 PM
9:00 AM
11:00 AM

Paula's Office
Board Room
Church
Board Room
Chapel

2/25/2018

9:00 AM

Board Room

2/25/2018
2/25/2018

10:00 AM
11:30 AM

Church
Board Room

2/25/2018
2/26/2018
2/27/2018
2/27/2018
2/28/2018
3/1/2018
3/2/2018
3/2/2018
3/3/2018

4:00 PM
6:30 PM
9:00 AM
7:00 PM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
6:00 PM
8:30 AM

Location
Board Room
Board Room
Library
Board Room
Wild Birds Unlimited - Crenshaw
and PCH -Rolling Hills Plaza
Chapel

Board Room
Board Room
Chapel
Parish Hall & Board Room
Parish Hall & Board Room
Parish Hall & Board Room
Tim Coleman's Home
Library
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TaizÉ SErvice
of
Healing and Wholeness

Tuesday February 27

St. Francis Episcopal Church
2200 Via Rosa (At Palos Verdes Blvd)
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org		
310-375-4617/ FAX 310-791-2740

The Very Rev. Paula Vukmanic, Rector and Dean of Deanery 8
The Rev. Peter Huang, Associate Rector
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury
Judith Lyons, Seminarian, Field Ed Intern
Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin, Sunday School and Family Ministries’ Coordinator
Dr. Jeannie Cobb, Director of Music, Youth and the Arts
Canon Hank Gatlin, Coordinator of Shared Ministries
Dr. Hyunju Hwang, Organist		
Dr. Susan Marshall, Communications Specialist
Joel Miranda, Sexton
Elaine Mistele, Business Manager
Mary Sanchez, Office Administrator

Articles and comments are welcome.
Submit to publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org,
or to the church office By the 15th of each month

Change service requested
Time dated material
No Longer Attending St Francis?

If you would like to stop receiving the Bellringer, please help us save costs by contacting the Parish Office —
Phone: 310-375-4617, Email: mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org or FAX 310-791-2740. THANK YOU!
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