
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to St. Francis Church 
 

We are glad you are here.   
Newcomers and visitors, please see page 3 for information to help you get acquainted with St. Francis. 

It is our parish custom to observe silence in the Church prior to the start of the Eucharist. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONES.  THANK YOU. 
 
 

8:00 A.M. - THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE I 
Celebrant: ..................................................................................................................................... The Rev. Peter Huang  
Deacon/Preacher: ....................................................................................................... The Very Rev. Paula Vukmanic 

Prelude: Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645 (Sleepers Awake, calls the voice to us) ............................. J.S. Bach 
 

Processional Hymn—Prepare the Way, O Zion .................................................................................... Hymnal #65 

The Opening Acclamation ..................................................................................................................................... p. 323  
(this and all similar page refs. refer to Book of Common Prayer) 

The Collect of the Day ............................................................................................................................................ p. 159 
 

Prayers for the Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Leader:   Today we light the first, second and third candles of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning.   
 This first candle is HOPE. The second candle is PEACE, and the third candle is JOY.  
(Acolyte:  The candles are lit)  
 

Leader: “You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before 
you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.” (Isaiah 55:12) 

People:  Gracious God, you came to us in human flesh and you abide with us in the Holy Spirit.   
  Fill us with your joy, and help us shine as a light to the world.  
  Through Jesus Christ, who makes our joy complete. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson .................................................................................................................................. Isaiah 61:1‐4, 8‐11 
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The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners; 

to proclaim the year of the Lordʹs favor, 
and the day of vengeance of our God;  
to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations. 

For I the Lord love justice, 
I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
and their offspring among the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge 
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations.  
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The Response: Psalm 126, In convertendo ................................................................................................. p. 782 
The Epistle ..................................................................................................................... 1 Thessalonians 5:16‐24 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test every‐

thing; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept 

sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he 

will do this.  

Gospel Procession: O Come, Emmanuel ............................................................................. Iona Community 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Holy Gospel ........................................................................................................................ John 1:6‐8,19‐28   

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light,  

so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 

“Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they 

asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, 

“No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do 

you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight 

the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They 

asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 

John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one 

who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany 

across the Jordan where John was baptizing.  
 

Please join in singing O Come, Emmanuel. 
 

The Sermon ..................................................................................................... The Very Rev. Paula Vukmanic  
The Nicene Creed  ....................................................................................................................................... p. 327 
The Prayers of the People  ......................................................................................................................... p. 328 
The Confession ............................................................................................................................................ p. 330 
Welcome and Announcements 
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Offertory Hymn—Jesus Came, Adored by Angels ....................................................................... PICARDY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Offertory Prayer                  All things come of thee O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee      

The Great Thanksgiving ............................................................................................................................ p. 333 
The clergy will carry the Sacrament to anyone in the congregation who is unable to come forward  
for Holy Communion.  Please inform one of the ushers if you would like to be served at your seat.  

Gluten‐free Communion wafers are now carried alongside regular wafers at Holy Communion.  
If you require one of these, simply ask at the Altar rail. 

 

Post Communion Prayer ........................................................................................................................... p. 339 
Blessing and Sending Forth  ...................................................................................................................... p. 339 

Closing Hymn—O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ............................................................ Hymnal #56 vv 1‐4 
 
Postlude: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 599 .............................................................................. J.S. Bach 
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WELCOME 

If you are new to our parish community, here are a few notes to help you get acquainted. 
 
 
 

1. PLEASE TAKE A “WELCOME” CARD from the pew rack in front of you, fill it out, and place 
it in the offering plate or hand it to one of our clergy after the service. We will be happy to con‐
tact you in the week ahead and help you however we can. 
 

2. JOIN US AFTER THE SERVICE FOR COFFEE and other refreshments so we can welcome 
you more personally. Coffee hour is on the Chapel Patio (turn right as you exit the Chapel).  
We promise we won’t leave you standing in the corner, staring at your shoes! When raining   
or cold, we gather in the Parish Hall (turn left when you exit the Chapel and head for the  
green doors).  
 

3. STOP BY THE WELCOME TABLE at the Chapel doors or the rolling bulletin board near the 
Main Church entrance, browse the information there, and pick up our most recent “Get Con‐
nected” brochure. This brochure contains information about becoming a member, details about 
our outreach, ministries, classes, groups, and events. It provides a one‐stop guide to help you 
“get connected” – to God, to the inclusive community that is St. Francis, and to many opportu‐
nities to make a difference in the world. 
 

4. IF YOU HAVE COME WITH CHILDREN, please know that children of any age are always 
welcome to stay with you during the worship service. We have found that sitting toward the 
front helps children feel they are more “a part of the action”.  Pew bags are available at the 
Chapel doors with child‐friendly worship aids. Professional care is available for infants and 
toddlers, if desired. Please ask an usher to direct you. 

 
 

PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
 

We pray for all those who serve in the armed and foreign services, and for their families,  
especially Drew Deley, Kelly Hall, Mark Kappelmann, TJ Malzahn, Scott Ruston, Michael Strong, 

Jonathan Zimmerman and Steve, that they may be kept from harm’s way. 
 

Those who are ill or recovering from surgery: Andrea, Howard Dale, Ceri Falk, Dato Family  
(Kelly Lynch’s sister), Rob Fitting, Hector Gutierrez, Mama Hill, Elizabeth Hodgson,  

Chong‐Kyun Kim, Marjorie Morris, Munoz Family, James and Reiko, Jerry Rosenthal,  
Anne Shepherd, Steve Smith, Hayward and Phyllis Thomas, and Joan Whitmore, 

that they may know your healing power. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St Francis Episcopal Church, 2200 Via Rosa, Palos Verdes, CA 90274, 310 375‐4617. 
 www.stfrancispalosverdes.org 


