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From Mo. Paula
The Very Rev. 
Paula Vukmanic, 

paula.vukmanic@ 
stfrancispalosverdes.org 

310 375 4617 ext 223

This issue of the Bellring-
er is for December and 
January! 

I wish you a double Happy New Year as 
we begin a new Church Calendar year of 
lectionary readings on December 3, and, 
welcome 2018, a new year of promise and 
hope!
December is the beautiful season of Ad-
vent. And in the first Sunday of Advent 
we are invited to be alert, stay awake and 
pay attention for Jesus who breaks into 
our time and space. The season of Advent 
is built on hope and expectation that Jesus 
is here with us now. Yet, Jesus is fully be-
coming too as we grow in our awareness 
of the presence and power of God with us, 
Emmanuel.
To help us celebrate this season of hope 
and expectation we are no longer using 
purple as we do in Lent and had been for 
Advent. Advent is not a mini-Lent and 
has a different spiritual hue! It truly is a 
unique season filled with anticipation and 
excitement as we prepare for Christmas. 
Therefore, like many churches have been 
for years, we are using a rich blue during 
Advent to symbolize the color of the sky 
before dawn, that time when deepest dark 
surrenders to light, to dramatize the Ad-
vent season with a hint of expectation and 
anticipation of the dawn of Christ. 
Blue holds the promise that 
the sun will rise and break 
forth through the darkness. 
Blue is the color of hope 
when all seems lost, when 
promises feel broken, when 
life feels bleak or cold. 
Christ is our hope!
Advent blue will give way 
to the glories of Christmas 
and white and gold will 
call us to rejoice in the birth 
of the One who makes all 
things new. In Christmas 

Day will celebrate the birth of Jesus, God 
who became one of us and is the same yes-
terday, today and forever!
Christmas leads into January with spe-
cial liturgical moments, the Feast of the 
Epiphany, that Jesus is the light for the 
whole world. Like the star, Jesus draws 
all people to search and find the gift and 
power of Love. And then we continue the 
cycle of remembering the life of Christ and 
our life in him with the Baptism of our Lord 
on January 7. We engage the life of Jesus, 
God’s story with us, throughout the year, 
Sunday after Sunday
Every year we cycle through days and sea-
sons that call us to deepen our understand-
ing of the presence and power of God with 
us and in us. 
It is that simple, my friends, and that chal-
lenging…let the message of Advent guide 
you always…to be awake and alert to God 
in all and through all. In the seasons of your 
life let us journey together, let us support 
one another as we let go and let God be 
God through us! May we experience that 
we are one in the family of God now more 
than ever!
Happy Advent, Christmas Blessings and 
Happy New Year! 
With love and care for each of you,

Paula+
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Sunday Sermons
Online 

Missed a Sunday, or 
want to hear the sermon 
again? 
Find them at:
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Sermons online.

Find out what’s on...
Go to 
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Calendar. 
This online calendar 
serves as our master 
calendar for the parish. 
Printed copies of the 
current and upcoming 
week are available in 
our weekly worship 
bulletin. 

Full Calendar 
See inside final page(s).

Bellringer 
Submissions
The deadline for submis-
sions is the 15th of each 
month. 
Please email to 
publications
@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
or deliver to the Publica-
tions box in the Parish 
Office. 

Worship!
Sundays

8 a.m. Rite I in the 
Chapel
9:55am Children’s 
Christian formation 
programs
10 a.m. Rite II in the 
Church

Private Prayer
The Baptistry of the 
Chapel, and the Nason 
Prayer Chapel in the 
Main Church are always 
available for private 
prayer between services.

Wednesdays
12:10 pm 
Bring your lunch, if 
you’d like. Following a 
brief informal service 
in the Chapel, you are 
invited to eat and enjoy 
informal conversation 
with St. Francis’ clergy 
and staff.

PhotograPhy
We are always looking for photographs of the people and 
places of St Francis church. If you have photos you would 
be happy for us to use in our published materials, please 
feel free to send them to Susan Marshall at: publications@
stfrancispalosverdes.org.
Note - if you would prefer that photos of yourself (other 
than unidentified in large group shots), and/or photos of 
your minor children, not be used, please contact the church 
office - mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org.

Like us on Facebook - St Francis Palos Verdes, 
and Twitter: @stfrancispalosverdes

Mailing List

December 2017 & January 2018

The Gospel of Mark: 
Sunday, Dec 10, 
Board Room after Both Services 
With the season of Advent, we begin the new liturgical 
year with readings from the Gospel of Mark. Come learn 
more about the style and characteristics unique to this 
Gospel and ways to understand this Gospel for your own 
reading and studying of Mark. This class will include 
videos from Church Next and be facilitated by Peter+ and 
Judith Lyons.

Christmas Spirit at Pottery Barn
Join us Friday morning, Decem-
ber 8, 9 a.m. at the Pottery Barn 
in Rolling Hills Estates for a fun 
Christmas shopping event. This 
is before the store is open to the 
public.
The store will provide coffee and 
pastries and a demonstration of 
their holiday items for this year. 
A 20% off discount will apply to 
all items in the store.

For questions please contact Cheryl Gutierrez, cacgmay-
day@gmail.com or phone (310) 791-7038.
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Season of Hope and Joy
Calendar of Advent and Christmas at St Francis 

Advent Wreaths & Devotionals 
Pick up one of our candle-lighting Advent Devotionals - 
for individuals and families - with a separate version for 
those with younger children. Or watch out in our weekly 
enews for download links.

Christmas Toys and Food for Harbor 
Interfaith - Share the Holiday Spirit - 
now to Dec 17
Bring unwrapped toys, food or gift cards for Harbor 
Interfaith. Collection box in the office (or Narthex on 
Sundays). All Ages - 1 month to 18yrs, especially toys for 
8 - 12 yr olds. 
see p. 10 for details.

Sages (Senior Adult Group of Episcopalians)

Banning House Christmas Tour 
Tuesday • December 19, 11:00am
Ninety-minute guided tour of the historic Banning 
House, Barn, Museum, and Grounds, complete with 19th 
century Christmas decorations.  $5 pp. One flight of 
steps, but the rest of the buildings are handicap acces-
sible.  Lunch at the Gatlins’ home. 
Please sign-up in the office or contact 
hank.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes. org asap. 
see p. 4 for details.

Gospel of Mark
Sunday • December 10 after both services
Board Room
Led by Rev. Peter and Judith Lyons. The characteristics 
and history of Mark’s Gospel to help you in your own 
reading and studying. 
see p. 2 for details.

Christmas Cookie Sunday
Sunday • December 17, 10Am Coffee Hour 
Bring a plate of your family’s favorite Christmas cookies 
to share with your St. Francis friends!

Christmas Caroling &  Ornaments!
Sunday • December 10, 6:00 pm
An evening of Christmas caroling around a fire pit...
as well as hot chocolate,  and a kid-friendly dinner.  
All ages. Sign up in church office for food.

Advent Taizé - one week early
Tuesday • December 19, 7:00 pm
A moment of peace, candles and gentle  musical chants.

Calling Children Ages 4 & up
Christmas Eve Pageant
Sunday • December 24 - 4:00 pm
Grab a costume, come to a rehearsal, get ready to sing 
and worship on a journey to Bethlehem!
Costumes for children (angels, shepherds, some animals) 
available now in the Parish Hall. 
Contact - donna.paine@stfrancispalosverdes.org 
see p. 8 for details.

Christmas Worship
  Sunday • December 24 - Christmas Eve

10:00am - Rite II, Fourth Sunday in Advent 
(no 8am service)

4:00pm - Family Christmas Service & Pageant

8:30pm - Choral Prelude and Carol Sing

9:00pm - Christmas Eucharist with full choir

  Monday • December 25 - Christmas Day
10:00am - Rite II (no 8am service)

See Sunday bulletins and our weekly enews and or Bellringer for full details of all events.
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Christmas 
Carols And 
Ornaments
Sunday, 
December 10, 
6:00 pm, All Ages!
An evening of Christmas 
caroling around a fire 
pit…..as well as hot choco-
late, and a kid-friendly 
dinner. Dress warmly, 
bring an outdoor chair and 
enjoy fellowship during 
Advent. 
Please sign up in the 
church office for food.  

Christmas Carolling!!!

Sages - Banning House 
Christmas Tour - sign up now!
Tuesday, December 19h, at 11:00m
Our SAGES group has reserved a 90-minute guided 
tour of the historic Banning House, Barn, Museum, and 
Grounds, complete with 19th century Christmas decora-
tions. The cost is $5 apiece and we are limited to no more 
than 30. 
Please note that there is a flight of steps up to the Banning 
House proper. We are told that the rest of the buildings 
are handicap accessible. After our tour we will have 
lunch at the home of the Gatlins. What a great way to 
celebrate the Christmas season! Please add your name to 
the sign-up sheet in the office, or contact hank.gatlin@
stfrancispalosverdes.org as soon as possible. Thank you! 

Who is a ‘sage’?
from late Latin - 

“a person in possession of wisdom, 
judgment, and experience”.
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Welcome to the Senior Warden Corner! 
Jennifer Sams - Senior Warden, ajsams@verizon.net

I just love this time 
of year! 
It seems to me that the minute Halloween 
is over, things change right before our eyes. 
The Halloween candy at the store is gone, 
and in its place is red and green foil Hershey 
kisses and candy canes. The weather finally 

gets crisp and we can begin to wear a scarf and hat with our 
flip flops. We gain an extra hour and the Christmas music 
begins somewhere around November 10. It’s the time of 
pumpkin pie and Christmas trees; of friends and family; 
traffic and long lines; advent calendars and cookies: to be 
thankful and excited; and waiting for the peace of Jesus. As 
the song says, “It’s the most wonderful time of year!”
Things at St. Francis are wonderful too. When I look around 
I see green grass, thriving plants and new trees, the smell of 
mulch, and a rejuvenated fountain. Our sump pumps are 
working, the toilets are flushing, the lights and heat are on, 
and the concrete steps are being fixed. As much as I have 
enjoyed the piano music, our organ repairs are on track, 
and it should be up and running very soon. We had an 
extremely fun Holy Hoedown that appealed to all ages and 
net about $6,000 which was way over our goal for a fellow-
ship event. 

Mother Paula and 
her fellow clergy 
from the South Bay 
hosted a commu-
nity event about 
gun violence. There 
were about 150 
people from differ-

ent faith communities that came together peacefully for a 
non-political discussion on finding common ground about 

gun safety. It was a very welcoming and peaceful time of 
togetherness. 
At Ingathering Sunday we said thank you to all of you 
for your support, love, hard work, and pledge as we go 
into 2018. Although the totals have not yet been calcu-
lated, we know it will be another positive year in the life 
of our church. We hope you will now join Rev. Peter and 
the committee for the Visioning of our Future. A parish 
conversation has already taken place and together we will 
create new Vi-
sion and Mission 
statements to 
reflect who we 
are and where 
we want to go. 
This is truly an 
exciting time for 
all of us. 
It is that time of year when your Vestry would love for 
you to take a moment and see if you would like to take 
a turn on Vestry. We can promise you that it will be a 
rewarding experience. We come together once a month 
to pray, have a short Bible study, have discussions about 
what is happening at church, and make decisions. It’s 
actually quite interesting and fun. You will get a chance to 
learn more about St. Francis Church make friendships and 
connections with new people. Take a moment to see if it is 
right for you. I know you won’t be disappointed.
Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year to all of you. 
May you be blessed with peace, kindness, love, and hope 
this holiday season! 
Love, Jennifer Sams
Senior Warden
  

No, that is not a typo, I am in fact raising the topic of Lent at this moment 
though the season of Advent is upon us. Why? Because the response we 
received to our 2017 Lenten Devotional Booklet was so overwhelmingly posi-
tive, Peter Huang and I are heading up the creation of a similar booklet for 
2018 and ask that you prayerfully consider writing a reflection for it.
The booklet will be a collection of daily reflections written by our very own 
parish family for the use of our parish family for each day in Lent, with the 
reflections inspired by the scripture readings for the day. No writing experi-
ence necessary!! All you need is a willing heart to try something new… 
If this invitation has piqued your interest, please do not hesitate to contact 
me, Kristina Pelá, via e-mail (krab3@yahoo.com) or text (310-941-2498) or 
home phone (310-375-9823) for details answering any questions you may have.

Might You Be Moved To Write A Reflection For Lent??
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Here’s an update on projects we completed 
since my September Bellringer update.

Recent Projects
We converted the planting area in the for-
mer fountain enclosure back to a fountain. 
The fountain is now fully operational, with a 
brand new pineapple in the center. Not only 
does the fountain beautify the area behind 

the Main Church, but the conversion solves the flooding 
problem we had when the fountain enclosure was used as 
a planter.
We repaired a number of badly damaged steps between 
the back of the Main Church and the parking lot. These 
repairs go well beyond the patching done in the past, and 
the newly repaired steps should last for years to come.
We replaced the system that pumps waste from the Main 
Church and Office bathrooms to the sewer system. The old 
sump pump was an original — installed when the Main 
Church was built in the 1960s; it required frequent mainte-
nance and had become undependable.
We enhanced the structural integrity of the cantilevered 
deck on the rear of the Education Building by resealing and 
waterproofing it, and we had the adjoining decks painted 
the same color and finished with an anti-slip texture.
We replaced the entry mats for the Parish Hall, Main 
Church, and Chapel; and we repaired sprinkler heads on 
the hillside across from the Main Church.

Buildings and Grounds (B&G)Update, 
Clint Alley - Junior Warden - 703-978-8778 / clinton.alley@gmail.com 

Thanks
A big thank-you to Gloria Jones and St. Motley’s Crew for 
raising the money (through their annual rummage sales) 
needed for restoring our beautiful fountain, replacing the 
sump pump, and repairing the steps down to the parking 
lot. Thanks also to John Henebry and Jack Ferme for the 
sprinkler head repairs, and for continuing to make repairs 
to the irrigation system as needs develop.

Things to Fix & New Projects
If you notice something that needs repairing, or if you 
have an idea for a new project, please don’t hesitate to let 
me — or one of he members of the Buildings and Grounds 
(B&G) Committee — know about it. B&G Committee 
members include Bud Allen, Gerry Amarel, Laurie Ander- 
son, Wally Christmas, Colette Furbush, David Harper, 
Elaine Mistele, Robin Pano, Gayle Taylor, Tom Tenney, 
and Tina van der Velden. Thanks to the Committee 
members for reviewing new projects and making priority 
recommendations to the Vestry.
My term on the Vestry ends in January, so this is my last Bell-
ringer Update. At the annual Parish meeting on January 28th, 
I’ll provide my final report, covering buildings and grounds 
activities in 2017. Meanwhile, a complete list of B&G projects 
is available for your review in the Church office.
Clint Alley, Junior Warden

WARNING……WARNING: ADVENT VIRUS
Be on the alert for symptoms of inner Hope, Peace, Joy 
and Love. The hearts of a great many have already been 
exposed to this virus and it is possible that people every-
where could come down with it in epidemic proportions. 
This could pose a serious threat to what has, up to now, 
been a fairly stable condition of conflict in the world.
Some signs and symptoms of The Advent Virus:
• A tendency to think and act spontaneously rather than 

on fears based on past experiences.
• An unmistakable ability to enjoy each moment.
• A loss of interest in judging other people.
• A loss of interest in interpreting the actions of others.
• A loss of interest in conflict.

• A loss of the ability to worry. (This is a very serious 
symptom.) Frequent, overwhelming episodes of ap-
preciation.

• Contented feelings of connectedness with others and 
nature.

• Frequent attacks of smiling.
• An increasing tendency to let things happen rather 

than make them happen.
• An increased susceptibility to the love extended by 

others as well as the uncontrollable urge to extend it.
Please send this warning out to all your friends. This 
virus can and has affected many systems. Some sys-
tems have been completely cleaned out because of it. 
With love and care for each of you,

Paula+

Dear friends,
I included this last year for Advent and couldn’t resist doing it again:
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Families and Kids Pre-K thru 5th Grade

Middle and High School Youth Groups
CRASH! & eMERGE! 
CRASH! - 6th-8th grade fellowship; 
eMeRGe! - 9th through 12th grades

All youth in 6th through 12th grades are invited to join 
together to have fun, talk about stuff, and study God’s 
word for our lives. We meet from 4:00-6:00pm on Sunday 
afternoons for games, some kind of arts (music, drama, 

dance, visual arts), Bible Study, and conversation. There 
are lots of laughs! For our study and sharing we meet 
in two groups - Crash! (6th-8th), and eMerge (9th-12th). 
We usually begin in the lower parking lot and end in the 
Parish Hall. 
Contact: Dr Jeannie Cobb, (310) 375-4617, ext 228.
jeannie.cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin, 
Coordinator of Sunday School
suzanne.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Sunday School News

Sunday School: Where and When 
We begin at 9:55am. Please sign-in your child(ren) at the 
age appropriate room.
We have two Godly Play rooms.

Children ages 3 to 5 ½ - meet in “level 1” on the left of 
the Parish Hall stage.
Children ages 6 to 11 - meet in the “level 2” in the 
center of the Parish Hall stage.
Nursery Care ages 0-3 - meet in the NURSERY to the 
left stage side - accessible from the back hallway 

Sunday School 
General Information
We will be coming in to 
church after the Sermon, 
usually during the Peace, 
Announcements or Offer-
tory. We continue to offer 
the Sunday Paper which in-
troduces the lectionary for 
the day as well as crayons 
and books. They are located 
in the Narthex, to the left as 
you enter church.
During Holy Communion, if you do not wish your 
child(ren) to receive, they are welcome to receive a bless-
ing instead by crossing both hands over their chest while 
kneeling at the altar rail.

Journey to Bethlehem:
Waiting for the Christ child.

This year in addition to making Advent Wreaths, and fam-
ily Advent topics we have Advent calendars with scripture 
to use when lighting your Advent candles.
On the first Sunday in Advent, we hope you enjoyed the 
“Journey to Bethlehem Experience” on your way to the par-
ish hall.
What must it have been like for this young couple, Mary 
and Joseph, ready to have a baby, to journey to Bethlehem 
to enroll themselves with crowds of other people?! And 
then....WAIT....with blessed anticipation for the birth of 
Jesus...
Take time this Advent to anticipate and Wait for Christ-
mas... thinking of what that time meant for Mary and 
Joseph and what it means for us in our daily life journey.
JOY. HOPE. PEACE. LOVE.
Advent 2017
Suzanne Gatlin, Coordinator of Sunday School
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Calling all children!
Children’s Choir on Christmas Eve
A wonderful St Francis tradition is that we gather children 
together to make a choir to sing at the 4:00 Christmas Eve 
service. 
Q - Can my child be in the pageant and sing in the choir?
Yes!! Absolutely!! Who doesn’t love a choir full of angels and 
animals!

Q - How much time will it take?
We will have three rehearsals scheduled - please try to get to 
at least two. 
• Tuesday, December 19 - 3:00-4:00pm. 
• Thursday, December 21 - 3:00-4:00pm. 
• Saturday, December 23 - 1:00-2:00pm.

Q - What happens on Christmas Eve?
We will gather at 3:00pm on Sunday the 24th to warm up and get ready. At the 4:00 service, children can participate in 
the pageant, then come sit with the choir (in their costumes or whatever they are wearing) to sing during Offertory and 
Communion. 
To ask more questions, and to let Jeannie Cobb know you're coming email jeannie.cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org. 

Here is your chance to request 
your favorite (sacred) Christmas 
carol to be included in our Pre-
lude on Christmas Eve. 
This year our choir will sing a 
few pieces, but most of the Pre-
lude to the 9:00pm service will 
be a carol sing. 
We will collect your requests 
between now and December 
17, then put together a program 
that allows you to enjoy your 
favorite carols. 
Email your requests to jeannie.
cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org, 
or leave a note in the office. 

Request your favorite carols!
Choral Prelude and Carol Sing
Christmas Eve at 8:30pm
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Outreach at St. Francis
“Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”

Donations - see the blue donation bin in the lower Parking lot

(clothes, toys, school supplies for Mama Hill's Help, clothes, towels, foods, etc.), 
Please...
•	 St Luke’s (see below) - always needs mens and womens underwear. Any type - cheap is fine. Just the more 

we can give the better. Online packs can be bought cheaply eg. eg. http://www.theadairgroup.com/underwear/
assorted-colors-adult-boxer-briefs-p-304.html offers packs of a dozen for $9.16 each.

•	 No dirty or stained items; clean, unstained, and whole (not needing mending) items are best;
•	 check expiration dates on canned and boxed foods; we don't want to run the risk of making anyone ill;
•	 think about the weight of your donations; one large, heavy bag should be converted to two smaller (or less full) 

bags so that we can transport it not only to our cars, but to the donee's location; in gentlest terms, we are a small 
(but mighty), mostly older group doing the lugging!

•	 let me know if you have plans to donate computers and/or accessories; there is only limited storage and lim-
ited need at Mama Hill's Help.

Last, but certainly not least, accept the heartfelt gratitude of the folks at St. Luke's who work with the homeless 
population,	and	Mama	Hill	and	her	small	volunteer	staff,	as well as the homeless and the Cookies of Mama Hill's 
themselves, who receive your generosity. Both organizations have other area charities to which they donate over-
flows, so there is a small circle of folks who will see that your donations are put to good use.

Our St. Francis family is very active in supporting several programs in our area, around the Diocese, and the world. To see 
details and pictures of each area, please visit us on the web at www.stfrancispalosverdes.org/outreach. 
The following pages give details of the programs we currently support and their immediate needs. Please consider how 
you might be able to make a difference. 
Additional information is available by contacting Hank Gatlin - hank.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org.

St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund

Designs for Dining 2018 
is Friday, March 2!
Mark Your Calendar Now!
Please join us for a short meeting after the 10:00 am service on December 10. 
Invitation mailing will be scheduled for late January or early February.
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Outreach at St. Francis
“Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”

St. Francis’ Renewed Support 
for Harbor Interfaith Services

Thank you to everyone who con-
tributed to the Thanksgiving Food 
Drive sponsored by Harbor Inter-

faith Services of San Pedro. 
We contributed over 30 bags of 
canned beans, corn, and cranberry 
sauce and boxes of stuffing, pota-
toes, and cake mixes plus 10 frozen 
turkeys and about $200 in cash and 
gift cards. Thank you for your heart-
felt generosity. Harbor Interfaith 
provided Thanksgiving dinner for 946 individuals (368 
households)! 
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!

For those who are relatively new to St. Francis, we sup-
ported Harbor Interfaith years ago. The mission of Harbor 
Interfaith Services is to empower the homeless and work-
ing poor to achieve self-sufficiency by providing support 
services including shelter, transitional housing, food, job 
placement, advocacy, childcare, education, and life-skills 
training. As legend has it, for years there was a large 
wicker basket in the church office and our parishioners 
would donate canned and packaged food items that we 
would donate on a weekly basis to Harbor Interfaith. 

In the late 90’s, longtime parishioner Patt Parker noticed 
that the basket was overflowing. When she asked what 
happened to the man who took the food to Harbor Inter-
faith, the response was, “Well I guess he stopped doing 
it.” So Patt said it was then that she started taking the do-
nated food on a regular basis. Patt said that when there is 
a need we are called to jump in and meet those needs. Patt 
did this for 10 or so years and it was greatly appreciated. 
As we got involved in other ministries we stopped filling 
the basket, which is a natural course of events......
......However, since the beginning of this year, we have 
started to reengage with Harbor Interfaith by donating 
100’s of bags of clothes from the Blue Bin in our lower 
parking lot and well over 1000 pieces of fruit from our 
parishioners’ trees. Also, over 20 parishioners toured 
Harbor’s active San Pedro facility this year. Then this 
fall, Harbor Interfaith asked if we could donate food for 
Thanksgiving, and the rest is history!
Now we can help by providing Christmas foods (hams, 
canned beans & corn, boxes of potatoes, stuffing, cake 
mixes, etc.) plus unwrapped toys and gift cards. 
We are so pleased that St. Teresa’s Guild will be leading 
this effort so please look for their announcements in our 
weekly bulletins and eBlast news. Thank you again for 
your generous support for Harbor Interfaith! 

Thanksgiving 
donations 

from 
St Francis!

Christmas Toys and Food for Harbor Interfaith
Share the Holiday Spirit - now to Dec 17
We will be collecting unwrapped toys and food for Harbor Interfaith for the 
Christmas Holiday. Harbor Interfaith is planning to provide 700 complete holiday 
meals and toys for the needy families in the South Bay this Christmas. Please con-
sider bringing an unwrapped toy or gift card (local stores, movies or smoothie/
juice place) and food item. 
St Teresa's will have a box in the office (Narthex on Sundays) for drop off of Toys 
and Gift Cards. All Ages - 1 month to 18. They are especially hoping to get toys 
targeted to 8 - 12 year olds who often get short changed - items like Legos, Board 
Games, Science Kits, etc. are perfect for this group. 
Look for the Food Basket as well - let's fill it up like we did at Thanksgiving. Food 
items to include - Spiral Cut Hams, Canned Vegetables, Mashed Potatoes, Cake 
Mixes and Frosting
Collection ends Sunday December 17. If you have any questions, ask Robin Pano, 
or any member of St Teresa's Guild.
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A wonderful time was had packing boxes 
Sunday, November 12 for many soldiers in 
Afghanistan!
Thank you for all your support all year 
long with prayers for our military.
We do appreciate all your help! Big thank 
yous go to those who set up the Board 

room the night before, and made this pack-
ing go so smoothly. Amazing pre-work!
Also for all the monetary donations so we could purchase 
necessary items, and mail all the boxes; the donations of 
items; those who made cards; those who had time to pack; 

What a Great Time at Military Packing!
those who helped with food set up for packers, and last 
but not least, cleanup of Board Room!
And a big thank you Mary Jo and Paul Lafranchi , who 
helped provide the names of soldiers, and packed with us!
And so grateful to my son in law, Tyler, 
who had a van big enough to transport all 
62 boxes to the post office!!!
We thank you all from the bottom of our 
hearts! 
Susie Zimmerman, and Julie McGovern

Some of your boxes have already arrived and it’s hard to tell who had the biggest smiles - the givers or the receivers!
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All St Francis Women are Automatically 
Members of the ECW
Among other events, the ECW sponsors the Annual St 
Francis Antique Show.
As in any Episcopal church, all women of the parish are 
automatically a member.
In addition, many of us are members of one or more of the 
Guilds, which are smaller groups who meet for social fel-
lowship and also to support various outreach or charitable 
causes.

Episcopal Church Women (ECW)

How Do I Join?
We would love to see you at any of our events or meetings 
- just come along! Check out our Website Guilds page, and 
if any one or more appeals to you, contact the Chair for 
more information.
Anna Eakins, ECW co-President
Contact	via	the	church	office	on	-	310	375	4617.

I feel blessed to be a life-long member of 
St. Francis. I was baptized at my fa-
ther’s home parish of St. Cross in Her-

mosa Beach, but have been here ever since. 
I’m the oldest of four kids and we were lucky to grow up 
close to our Grandparents, Aunts, Uncles and cousins. 
Growing up in Palos Verdes was great, we could ride 
our bikes all over and roam the bridle trails. My earli-
est memory of going to church was holding onto Dad’s 
finger as he walked my brother Robert and I down the few 
blocks from home and across PV Blvd. Those days, the 
Chapel was the only church and when the “big church” 
was built my parents’ names ended up on the plaque on 
the front right hand pew where we always sat. I still sit 
there now with my brother’s family and cousins, come up 
and join us!
After graduating from PV High I went to Humboldt State 
up north in the Redwoods. It was as far away as I could 
be in-state and on the coast. I worked in the University Li-
brary and loved it. After receiving my degree in Psycholo-
gy, I came home and worked as a department manager for 
the May Company at the Courtyard Mall. After a couple 
of years of non-stop working nights and weekends in 
retail, I decided it was time for a change. My Dad, an aero-
space engineer, told me about an opening at the Northrop 
Information Resource Center. I was hired as an assistant 
Librarian. Northrop paid my tuition towards a Master’s 
degree in Library and Information Science at USC. 

Meet The Women of the Parish - Blair Hinz
Once I finished my degree, 
there were no Librarian po-
sitions available at Northrop 
so I went down the street to 
work for North American 
Rockwell. I had the best 
job title ever but the least 
professional position. After 
a few months I interviewed 
at Hughes Aircraft and ran a 
small branch Library for the 
Hughes Radar division. Our 
branches were eventually 
consolidated and I became 
a Reference and Research 
Librarian for Hughes concentrating on Business and Satel-
lite research. By the time I retired two years ago, we had 
been bought by Boeing and the Hughes name was history. 
I was the last-standing Satellite Librarian in the company. 
The best thing to come from the May Company was meet-
ing my husband Ed. We were married at St. Francis and 
have two adult children Max and Rory. In my Mom life I 
was a Girl Scout leader for 11 years and an avid fan of all 
sports the kids were in. I love going to Tea with friends, 
reading and just enjoying retired life. When the kids 
were young I started teaching Sunday school and haven’t 
stopped. I’m a member of St Teresa’s Guild, have been on 
the Vestry and am currently the Clerk of the Vestry. I en-
joy sorting things for the Blue Bin and invite one and all to 
join us. I appreciate the fellowship of working at various 
events and love seeing old friends and making new ones! 
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Jim Fox

 Christmas Music Donation
St Francis is renowned for our outstanding music, blending centuries’ 

old traditions of church music with newer composers right up to the 

present day. 

Our choir always welcomes new members (no audition necessary).

Your generous donations help to support the additional music and 

musicians which add to our celebratory worship, as well as helping 

to maintain our regular year-round program. Please write separate 

checks for flower and music donations if giving to both.

Thank you so much for your donation! 

Your name:

Checks should be made to St. Francis Church and marked Christmas Music. 

Place form and check in the office or in the Sunday collection plate.

For more information contact Jeannie Cobb - Ext 228, jeannie.cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org

 Christmas Altar Flower Donations - Celebrate and Remember!
Fill out this form in order to contribute to the Christmas decorations of our 

church and chapel through the giving of memorial flowers. The minimum 

suggested donation is $25. Checks should be made payable to St. Francis 

Altar Chapter and marked Christmas Memorial Flowers. Place form and 

cheque in office or in Collection Plate. Please write separate checks for 

flower and music donations if giving to both.

Name of Donor:

Given in loving memory of:

or Given in Thanksgiving for:

If you have any questions, please call the church office on 310-375-4617. Deadline for insertion into the 

Christmas Bulletins is Sunday, December 17. Please print names, and write clearly. Thank you!
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Parish Calendar— Recurring Events - December 2017 & January 2018

Day Time/Location
Sundays
Holy Eucharist Rite I 8am Chapel

Sunday School
Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:55am / Follow Sign information
10am Main Church

AA meeting 7pm Board Room

Wednesdays
Holy Eucharist Rite I 12:10pm/Chapel

Day Time/Location
Mondays
Yoga 9:30am Board Room
Tuesdays
Education for Ministry 6:30pm Board Room
Thursdays
Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm - 9pm Choir Room

Alcoholic Anon-Al-Anon 7:30pm/Board Room/Library

Organ Restoration Fund 
receives bequest from 
Dorothy Vyzralek Rathbun

The estate of Dorothy Vyzralek 
Rathbun included a bequest 
which has been given to the 
Organ Restoration Fund. Doro-
thy was Chapel Organist for the 
Church School from 1965 through 
1975. She served under the Rev. 
Robert Allen Tourigney. In ad-
dition she was assistant organist 
in the Church, serving under Dr. 
Richard F. McClure (who was the 
organist during the installation 
of the church organ) and William 

Beck. During her faithful service to the parish, there were 
more than 60 children singing in the two children’s choirs. 
She was much loved by all and we are grateful that she 
remembered the church in her will.

Save the Dates!
It’s our 50th!!!
May 31, June 1 & 2
Opening night party - May 30
Our 50th annual Antiques Show will be May 31, June 
1 & 2, 2018 with our fabulous Opening Night party on 
May 30. Reaching a 50th year is a major achievement 
for our venerable fundraiser and fellowship event. The 
planning is already starting and we look forward to 
celebrating our big 5-0 with you and the rest of the com-
munity! 
Thank you all!
Your 2018 Co-Chairs, Jamie Bellows & Wendy Pratt 

Career Transition Workshop
Wednesday, January 24 2018, 
7pm-9pm, Board Room - Free!
Transitions in one’s career, whether pursuing a new 
direction, returning to work, starting a new business, 
or even retiring, can often involve significant change, 
reflection and planning. Mike Schoettle, professor and 
executive coach at Loyola Marymount University’s Execu-
tive MBA program, is offering this free workshop to 
help parishioners better understand how to consider and 
navigate through career transitions. Whether this is your 
first workshop or if you’ve attended the previous work-
shop, you are welcome to attend! Advance registration is 
required. 
Please email Rev. Peter at peter.huang@stfrancispalos-
verdes.org to register or for additional information.
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Parish Calendar — December 2017 - January 2018
Event Date Time Location
Altar Guild Meeting 12/6/2017 9:00 AM Board Room
Ministry Council 12/6/2017 6:30 PM Board Room
Quilters Guild - Christmas Party 12/7/2017 12:00 PM Board Room
CRASH! and eMERGE 12/10/2017 4:00 PM
Caroling & Firepit 12/10/2017 6:00 PM Church Arches
The Gospel of Mark - Class 12/10/2017 9:00am & 

11:30:00 am
Board Room

Fellowship - Yoga 12/11/2017 9:30 AM Board Room
Finance Meeting 12/13/2017 6:00 PM Paula's Office
Vestry 12/13/2017 7:00 PM Board Room
Azure Verde Meeting 12/14/2017 9:00 AM Board Room
Holy Eucharist - Rite II - Christmas Cookie Sunday 12/17/2017 10:00 AM Church
CRASH! and eMERGE  - CHRISTMAS PARTY 12/17/2017 4:00 PM Youth Room - Parish Hall Stage Area 

- Kitchen
Fellowship - Yoga 12/18/2017 9:30 AM Board Room
SAGES - Banning House Tour/Christmas on Tuesday 12/19/2017 11:00 AM Banning House/Long Beach
Advent Taizé 12/19/2017 7:00 PM Chapel
Youth Choir Rehearsal 12/21/2017 4:00 PM Choir Room
Youth Choir Rehearsal 12/23/2017 1:00 PM Choir Room
4th Sunday of Advent - Eucharist - Rite II 12/24/2017 10:00 AM Chapel
Youth Choir Warm Up 12/24/2017 3:00 PM Choir Room
Childrens' Christmas Eve Service 12/24/2017 4:00 PM Church
Christmas Eve Choral Prelude & Carol Singing 12/24/2017 8:30 PM Church
Christmas Eve Service 12/24/2017 9:00 PM Church
Christmas Day Service - Holy Euchrist 12/25/2017 10:00 AM Chapel
Christmas Holiday - OFFICE MINIMUM HOURS 12/25/2017 - 

12/29/17
Office Closed - NEW YEARS DAY 1/1/2018
Altar Guild Meeting 1/3/2018 9:00 AM Board Room
Canceled - Choir Practice 1/4/2018 7:15 PM Choir Room
CRASH! and eMERGE Meeting 1/7/2018 4:00 PM
Building & Grounds Meeting 1/14/2018 9:15 AM Library
ECW Meeting 1/14/2018 11:30 AM Library
CRASH! and eMERGE Meeting 1/14/2018 4:00 PM
Office Closed - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 1/15/2018
Finance Meeting 1/17/2018 6:00 PM Paula's Office
Vestry 1/17/2018 7:00 PM Board Room
CRASH! and eMERGE Great Egg Boil 1/19/2018 6:00 PM Kitchen, Board Room and Parish Hall
Vex IQ Robotics 1/20/2018 7:00 AM Parish Hall 
CRASH! and eMERGE Meeting 1/21/2018 4:00 PM
Taizé - Service of Healing & Wholeness 1/23/2018 7:00 PM Chapel
Career Transition Workshop 1/24/2018 7:00 PM Board Room
Azure Verde Meeting 1/25/2018 9:00 AM Board Room
4th Sunday Family Eucharist - Rite II 1/28/2018 10:00 AM Church
Annual Meeting Setup-Parish Hall 1/26/2018 & 

1/27/2018
9:00 AM Parish Hall

Annual Meeting 1/28/2018 11:30 AM Parish Hall
CRASH! and eMERGE Meeting 1/28/2018 4:00 PM
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St. Francis Episcopal Church
2200 Via Rosa (At Palos Verdes Blvd)
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org  
310-375-4617/ FAX 310-791-2740
The Very Rev. Paula Vukmanic, Rector and Dean of Deanery 8
The Rev. Peter Huang, Associate Rector
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury
Judith Lyons, Seminarian, Field Ed Intern
Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin, Coordinator of Sunday School
Mrs. Donna Paine, Coordinator of Family Fellowship
Dr. Jeannie Cobb, Director of Music, Youth and the Arts
Canon Hank Gatlin, Coordinator of Shared Ministries
Dr. Hyunju Hwang, Organist  
Dr. Susan Marshall, Communications Specialist 
Joel Miranda, Sexton
Elaine Mistele, Business Manager
Mary Sanchez, Office Administrator

Articles and comments are welcome.
Submit to publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, 
or to the church office By the 15th of each month
Change service requested
Time dated material
No LoNger AtteNdiNg st FrANcis? 
If	you	would	like	to	stop	receiving	the	Bellringer,	please	help	us	save	costs	by	contacting	the	Parish	Office	—	
Phone:	310-375-4617,	Email:	mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org	or	FAX	310-791-2740.	THANK	YOU!

Advent TaizÉ
Tuesday December 19

Next Service of 
Healing and Wholeness

Tuesday January 23


