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From Mo. Paula
The Very Rev. 
Paula Vukmanic, 

paula.vukmanic@ 
stfrancispalosverdes.org 

310 375 4617 ext 223

A September 
welcome to 
all of you! 
Welcome 

back from travels or 
vacations that filled 
your summer. 
Welcome home if you are new to us and 
are hoping to find a friendly place of 
worship with meaningful opportunities 
to grow spiritually through our various 
ministries, Sunday and weekday services 
and by getting to know our amazing parish 
family. Wherever you are on your spiritual 
journey, you are welcome here. 
It is one of our greatest strengths that 
we accept each other and support each 
other just as we are. It is a blessing that 
we are open to become even more what 
God invites us to be. Let us invite others 
to grow with us and extend a St. Francis 
welcome to neighbors and friends to 
join our parish family. We are warm and 
welcoming and we will celebrate that on 
“Get Connected Sunday”, September 17, 
as we launch a new church program year 
for 2017-18! 
I am excited about the beginning of this 
program year! There 
will be times for fun 
and fellowship, joys 
and sorrows shared, 
moments of meaningful 
conversations, the 
blessings of worship 
and prayer. Besides 
sharing the joy of “Get 
Connected Sunday” 
and comparing the 
chili, cornbread and pie 
cook off that day, I look 

forward to appreciating once again the 
variety of ministries that will represent 
themselves around the church portico. 
Speaking of ministries, a new fellowship 
event and fun-raiser will take place 
in October. Mark your calendars for 
Saturday, October 21 for a Holy Hoedown 
with food galore, line dancing, a pumpkin 
patch, artwork, scarecrow making, etc! 
Look inside the Bellringer for more details 
on what is coming up!
As we enter this new program year there 
is much for us to embrace as the Christian 
family that we are, followers of Jesus. We 
have a purpose to “Love God, love others 
and serve the world.” There are many 
challenges in our world that calls us to 
own our Christian values. Each Sunday we 
pray for an end of terrorism of any kind. 
In August, one of my sermons dwelt on a 
radical gospel message, to hate evil and 
witness to the truth of God’s love. And 
God will show us the way…
We are a warm and welcoming parish 
indeed. We are a parish that is ready to 
step out in faith in this new program year. 
May our “Get Connected Sunday” be a 
renewing welcome for us all!
With love and care for each of you,

Paula+
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Sunday Sermons
Online 

Missed a Sunday, or 
want to hear the sermon 
again? 
Find them at:
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Sermons online.

Find out what’s on...
Go to 
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Calendar. 
This online calendar 
serves as our master 
calendar for the parish. 
Printed copies of the 
current and upcoming 
week are available in 
our weekly worship 
bulletin. 

Full Calendar 
See inside final page(s).

Bellringer 
Submissions
The deadline for submis-
sions is the 15th of each 
month. 
Please email to 
publications
@stfrancispalosverdes.org  
or deliver to the Publica-
tions box in the Parish 
Office. 

Worship!
Sundays

8 a.m. Rite I in the 
Chapel
9:55am Children’s 
Christian formation 
programs
10 a.m. Rite II in the 
Church

Private Prayer
The Baptistry of the 
Chapel, and the Nason 
Prayer Chapel in the 
Main Church are always 
available for private 
prayer between services.

Wednesdays
12:10 pm 
Bring your lunch, if 
you’d like. Following a 
brief informal service 
in the Chapel, you are 
invited to eat and enjoy 
informal conversation 
with St. Francis’ clergy 
and staff.

PhotograPhy
We are always looking for photographs of the people and 
places of St Francis church. If you have photos you would 
be happy for us to use in our published materials, please 
feel free to send them to Susan Marshall at: publications@
stfrancispalosverdes.org.
Note - if you would prefer that photos of yourself (other 
than unidentified in large group shots), and/or photos of 
your minor children, not be used, please contact the church 
office - mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org.

Like us on Facebook - St Francis Palos Verdes, 
and Twitter: @stfrancispalosverdes

Mailing List

Aging Parents: 
a practical guide to 
survive and thrive.
Open To All - Parish And Beyond.
Tuesday, September 19Th, 
6:30-8:00 pm, Parish Hall
Please join us for a SAGE's sponsored seminar presented 
by Dr. David Hart, Director of Clinical Services at Always 
Best Care - Senior Services in Torrance.  The SAGEs are 
pleased to welcome Dr. Hart back to St. Francis and to 
open this free and important seminar to our parish and 
community.
Caring for an aging parent is an enormous undertaking, 
even in the best of circumstances. The direct impact on a 
family’s finances, lifestyle and jobs can be catastrophic, 
particularly if these responsibilities occur unexpectedly. 
Consider this workshop as an informational seminar to 
help alleviate the natural anxiety faced by both adult 
children and their parents.
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Senior Warden Corner!
By Jennifer Sams - Senior Warden

The chalk artist is at it again! After 
a long walk along the beach with a 
good friend, we stopped to chat for 
a last moment before getting into 

our cars.  
As I looked down, I noticed writing down at my feet.  The 
colorful chalk and beautiful penmanship made me realize 
that someone was trying to get my attention. This isn’t the 
first time I saw the writing, and I’m actually writing about 
it for the second time in a Bellringer article. This time it 
said, “Do more of what makes you feel alive!” 

• Do more of what makes you feel love! 
• Do more of what makes you feel happiness!  
• Do what makes you live!
So this is my message to you.  
We are starting a new year at St. Francis starting with Get 
Connected Sunday on September 17. Being a part of this 
parish can make you feel alive. 

This is your time to get involved. 

• Reach out to a guild. 
• Join an adult formation group. 
• Cook and bake in the kitchen to feed your parish, 

your soul, and the Loaves and Fishes pantry. 
• Sing a song and join the choir. 
• Volunteer to help with the children and youth. Join in 

fellowship and fundraising by volunteering your time 
and talents to the Holy Hoedown. 

These things take work, but you will walk away knowing 
you gave love and received happiness. 

Most importantly, take time for you. Have a moment in 
your busy life to pray and be thankful for all that God has 
given you. 
This is living.  
Jennifer Sams, Senior Warden

Please join Paula+ and Peter+ in this informal time of learning more about the Episcopal 
Church, our beliefs and practices. 
On this date we will talk about the Eucharist - the centrality of the Eucharist in our 
worship, the meaning of the words and actions in our liturgy. 
Bring your coffee, snacks, and questions!

Coffee & Conversation with Clergy
- the meaning of the Eucharist
Sunday September 24 after both services
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Since my update in the June Bellringer, we’ve completed 
several projects on our grounds and in our buildings.

Campus Grounds
We re-landscaped the areas adjacent to the Parish Hall 
deck, along the Main Church’s rear colonnade, and on 
either side of the stairs from the colonnade to the parking 
lot. We also improved drainage around the Chapel, 
adding fill dirt to keep water away from the foundation, 
and re-paired a leak that threatened the retaining wall 
beside the Education Building.

Inside our Buildings
We re-floored the Choir Room area, where the old tile 
flooring dated to the 1960s (when the Main Church 
building was constructed), and we installed emergency, 
back-up lighting in the Chapel. Also, we added pickets to 
the stairs on either side of the Parish Hall stage — recently 
reconfigured as Sunday School rooms — and installed 
removable railing sections along the front of the stage.

Appreciation
Many thanks to John Henebry, who organized and led a 
crew that did the landscaping projects beside the Parish 
Hall deck and behind the Main Church. A big thank you 
to Tom Tenney, who donated and installed much-needed 
back-up lighting — designed to go on if the main lighting 
fails — in our darkest building, the Chapel. Thanks, once 
again, to Gloria Jones and all the people who work so 
hard to make our annual Rummage Sale a success. 
The new flooring in the Choir Room is only the latest 
in a long line of major projects that wouldn’t have 
been possible without the funding Gloria and her crew 
generate.

Buildings and Grounds (B&G) Update
Clint Alley - Junior Warden - 703-978-8778 / clinton.alley@gmail.com

Starting a Project
Do you know of something around the campus that 
needs to be done? If so, please tell me or one of the other 
members of the Buildings and Grounds Committee (Bud 
Allen, Gerry Amarel, Laurie Anderson, Wally Christmas, 
Colette Furbush, David Harper, Elaine Mistele, Robin 
Pano, Gayle Taylor, Tom Tenney, and Tina van der 
Velden), so the Committee can consider the project and 
recommend a priority to the Vestry.
If you would like to review active and completed 2017 
projects, a complete list is available in the church office.
Clint Alley, Junior Warden
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Sunday School News!
By Suzanne Gatlin
Hi, I’m Suzanne, and I am the new coordinator of our 
Sunday school program, Godly Play. My main intentions 
as I agree to this responsibility for our parish and our 
children is to foster a creative, wondering, spiritual 
relationship with God in our children. As we agree to in 
our Baptismal Covenant, I feel a responsibility to raising 
our children in Christ’s Word and love. We want them 
to hold Christ close in their hearts as they move through 
their daily lives.
As most of you know we have a well developed Sunday 
School program in Godly Play with wonderfully devoted 
leaders. Godly Play offers a  gift of creative, guided 
Christian Education where our children can enter into a 
deeply respectful experience with scripture and have fun 
discovering the joy and meaning it brings to their lives.
I look forward to our year ahead. Please feel free to 
contact me at suzanne.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org
Parents must Please register their children on line or in 
person.

Families and Kids Pre-K thru 5th Grade

Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin, 
Coordinator of Sunday School
suzanne.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Sunday School: Where and When 
We begin at 9:55am.  Please sign-in your child(ren) at the 
age appropriate room.
We have two Godly Play rooms.

Children ages 3 to 5 ½ - meet in 
“level 1” on the left of the Parish 
Hall stage.
Children ages 6 to 11 -  meet in 
the “level 2” in the center of the 
Parish Hall stage.
Nursery Care ages 0-3 - meet in 
the NURSERY to the left stage 
side - accessible from the back 
hallway 

Sunday 
School 
General 
Information
We will be coming in to church after the Sermon, usu-
ally during the Peace, Announcements or Offertory.  We 
continue to offer the Sunday Paper which introduces the 
lectionary for the day as well as crayons and books.  They 
are located in the Narthex, to the left as you enter church.
During Holy Communion, if you do not wish your 
child(ren) to receive, they are welcome to receive a blessing 
instead by crossing both hands over their chest while kneel-
ing at the altar rail.

NEW!
More family-focused 
4th Sundays
On the fourth Sunday of the month children will gather 
with their teachers around the altar with the clergy 
for the liturgy of the Word. This year children will be 
participating in the Liturgy and also have additional 
involvement including singing and reading. The "4th 
Sunday" of each month will be more Family Focused and 
followed by a more family-centered coffee hour giving 
families an opportunity to share more and get to know 
each other more. 



September 2017

Page 6

Middle & High School 
CRASH! & eMERGE! 
CRASH! - 6th-8th grade fellowship;  
eMeRGe! - 9th through 12th grades

All youth in 6th through 12th grades are invited to join 
together to have fun, talk about stuff, and study God’s 
word for our lives. 

Let’s Get Together!
Sunday afternoon, September 10
4pm 
all students in 6-12 grades are invited to come for games, 
getting acquainted, and BBQ. We will meet in the lower 
parking lot at 4:00 and be done by 6:00. Whether you’ve 
been part of these fun groups in the past, come join in the 
fun and see what it’s all about!

During the school year, we meet from 4:00-6:00pm on 
Sunday afternoons for games, some kind of arts (music, 
drama, dance, visual arts), Bible Study, and conversation. 
There are lots of laughs! For our study and sharing we 
meet in two groups - Crash! (6th-8th), and eMerge (9th-
12th). We usually begin in the lower parking lot and end 
in the Parish Hall. 
Contact: Dr. Jeannie Cobb, (310) 375-4617, ext 228. 
jeannie.cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Handbells, anyone?
St Francis has a set of English Handbells and quite 
a library of music--now we only need some ringers! 
Depending on interest, Jeannie Cobb is considering 
starting a Handbell choir to play for worship every 4-6 
weeks. Anyone from 6th grade up to adults is welcome! 
Contact Jeannie for more information. jeannie.cobb@
stfrancispalosverdes.org.

Give yourself the gift 
of fellowship 
and music!
Is this the year 
for you to join 
the choir? We can 
promise you a 
rich fellowship, 
and help with any 
musical and vocal 
questions. Come 
try it! 
Rehearsals begin Thursday, September 7 at 7:15pm in the 
Choir Room. We'd love to have you join us!

Another option - 
Sing for Special Services
Evensong - November 5
For those who cannot commit to the entire choir schedule, 
come be a “super singer!” Super Singers come to the first 
30-45 minutes of our rehearsal when we are working on 
music for special services. 
Our first special service will be on Sunday, November 5, 
when we will host an Evensong Service featuring Bach’s 
beautiful motet “Lobet den Herrn.” 
You’ll want to be there!

BBQ!
September 10

 4pm
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Stetsons, cowboy/cowgirl boots, food, fun, 
silent auction, photos, music, dancing, western 
merchandise, and of course, and most importantly, 
really great Fellowship!!!

Let us know how You Want To Help!!!
Vendors - Do you know anyone who would want to 
sell at the fair? $75/table.
Food: Chuck Wagon, sliders, pulled pork, barbecue 
chicken, small ears of corn, coleslaw, potato salad, 
chili, lemonade, iced tea, beer, or anything else you 
would like to prepare!!
Pumpkin Patch
Decorations, Set Up and Clean up; 
Western Merchandise: particularly for children. 
Western Photos: printed on the spot.
Silent Auction: organizing items for offering, and 
arranging that event. 
Donate Hay for Hay Rides; 

Holy 
Hoedown !!

Manage Finances: card readers , raffle tickets, etc.

These are just suggestions for making a fun St. Francis 
Family Western Hoedown. Feel free to contribute 
other areas you would have fun doing.
Contacts: 
Vestry  - Darryl Tillman and Tina van der Velden, 
Ministry Council - Hank Gatlin
 

Two Step Frankie is hosting a Family Country 
Hoedown/ Fundraiser!!

Sat October 21

Get Connected 
Sunday!
September 17 
after the 10:00am service 
under the arches! 
Welcome back from summer and welcome into a new 
season at St Francis! Exciting things are happening here! 
We will have information available on all our ministries 
with so many opportunities to serve our parish and 
parish family.

And…it's back…The great chili, 
cornbread, & pie cook off!  Enter 
your favorite food item and 
be prepared to vote for your 
favorites! 
See p. 8 for your entry form.
We will also have a bouncy 
house for our youngest 
parishioners and a guessing 
contest with the winner winning 
a lunch with our Rector (Paula's 
treat)! 
So Let's Get Connected!!!

Live country music band "Big City"!! 
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Bring on September 17th and place in front of your entry: 
(copy for more then one category entered)

Name of Chef:___________________________________________________________________________________

Food Category: (chili, cornbread or pie)____________________________________________________________

Name and Description (for instance, chili hot or mild, vegetarian, etc. ): ______________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

St Francis 

Get Connected Sunday - September 17th

Bring the slip below to place in front of your chili pot, cornbread platter or pie (bring chili to the kitchen in 
a crock pot before the 10am service and plug it in).  After worship the food will be put out, and we will help 
ourselves and vote with $1 dollar bills for our favorites.  The money will go to Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment. Also bingo too - with prizes - as we enjoy food, fun and fellowship! 

Bring someone new that day - because it is ‘Get Connected’ Sunday!

You may enter one or all the categories!

Chili
Cook-off
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Outreach at St. Francis
“ Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”
Our St. Francis family is very active in supporting several programs in our area, around the Diocese, and the world. To see 
details and pictures of each area, please visit us on the web at www.stfrancispalosverdes.org/outreach. 
The following pages give details of the programs we currently support and their immediate needs. Please consider how 
you might be able to make a difference. 
Additional information is available by contacting Hank Gatlin - hank.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org.

• Donations should be clean, unstained, and whole (not needing mending).
• Check expiration dates on canned/boxed foods; we don’t want to run the risk of making people ill.
• All donations should be bagged or in small enough boxes to fit through the opening of the Bin;     

no loose clothes or shoes, please.
•	 Computers	-	please	talk	with	Sue	Egan,	Outreach	Shepherd	first; needs can be different for the 

different organizations.
• Blue Bin sorters have lists of which organization needs what items during the year; please trust us to 

get your things to where they can do the most good. 
• Each organization is very grateful for your donations; please accept their thanks as well as the thanks 

of the Blue Bin Team!

Thank you! 

Note - We are no longer collecting used ink/toner cartridges for Mama Hill’s Help, as the pro-
gram we used is no longer lucrative for Mama. 

Important New Notes for the Blue Bin

There were eight helpers at the Blue Bin the other day! The Bin 
was full and emptied on to the parking lot when we opened it.  
Volunteers sorted and distributed items for Harbor Interfaith, 
Mama Hill's, St. Luke's, St. Andrew's, Toberman House, and the 
Salvation Army.  
Thank you to all who donate and to all who sort.  Who knew this 
ministry could be so much fun!  Come join us!
Contact Hank Gatlin for more information.
hank.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org



September 2017

Page 10

Outreach at St. Francis
“ Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”

St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund
With a new school year starting for some of our students 
this month, here is an update of our current students.
• Jenny Gomez, senior at Cal State Northridge
• Katherine Cotzajay, senior at Cal State Bakersfield
• Adriana Chavez, senior at Cal State Long Beach
• Noelle Funtanilla, senior (last semester) at Loyola 

Marymount University
• Jackeline Hernandez, continuing her education at El 

Camino College with plans of becoming a nurse
• Veronica Mejia, freshmen at Valley College.
The St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund has supported 
these students in various ways over their school careers.

Our recent graduate from 
UCLA, Jocelyn Cuevas, is 
taking a well-deserved break 
after graduation and has 
plans to enter a teaching 
credential program at Cal 
State Dominiquez Hills.  She 
is applying for local jobs in the 
meantime.  Here is a photo of 
Jocelyn this summer.
Our committee welcomes new 
members, if you are interested, 
please put a note in our 
scholarship box in the church 
office, addressed to Cheryl Gutierrez or Robin Pano.

Episcopal Church Women (ECW)
All St Francis Women are Automatically Members of the ECW

Among other events, the ECW sponsors the Annual St Francis Antique Show.
As in any Episcopal church, all women of the parish are automatically a member.
In addition, many of us are members of one or more of the Guilds, which are smaller groups who meet for social fel-
lowship and also to support various outreach or charitable causes.

How Do I Join?
We would love to see you at any of our events or meetings - just come along! Check out our Website Guilds page, and 
if any one or more appeals to you, contact the Chair for more information.
If you ever want to learn more about any of the guilds of the ECW, details and meeting times can be found on the par-
ish website or feel free to ask me. 

Anna Eakins, ECW co-President
Contact	via	the	church	office	on	-	310	375	4617.

Parish Calendar— Recurring Events - September 2017
Day Time/Location
Sundays
Holy Eucharist Rite I 8am Chapel

Summer Sunday School
Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:55am / Follow Sign information
10am Main Church

AA meeting 7pm Board Room

Wednesdays
Holy Eucharist Rite I 12:10pm/Chapel

Day Time/Location
Mondays
Connecting with God 7pm Library
Tuesdays
Education for Ministry (EfM) 6:30pm Board Room
Thursdays
Alcoholic Anon-Al-Anon 7:30pm/Board Room/Library
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Parish Calendar — September 2017

Subject Start Date Start Time Location
Library Renovations - Library Space Unavailable 9/3/2017 - 

9/16/2017
6:30 AM Library

Altar Guild Meeting 9/6/2017 9:00 AM Board Room
Gerry Lawson Funeral 9/6/2017 10:30 AM Chapel
Ministry Council 9/6/2017 6:30 PM Board Room
Weekly Choir Practice Begins 9/7/2017 7:15 PM Choir Room
DODGER NIGHT - 7:10 PM Game 9/8/2017 7:00 AM Dodger Stadium
Adult Education Series - Creating Common Good 9/10/2017 9:10 AM Board Room
Undie Sunday - St. Luke's 9/10/2017 10:00 AM Church Patio
Charlie & Veronica's Omelette Bar 9/10/2017 11:00 AM
Adult Education Series - Creating Common Good 9/10/2017 11:30 AM
ECW Meeting 9/10/2017 11:30 AM Parish Hall 
CRASH! & eMERGE Meeting 9/10/2017 4:00 PM Parish Hall and Parking Lot
CRASH! & eMERGE Great Egg Boil 9/15/2017 6:00 PM Kitchen, Board Room and 

Parish Hall
St. Luke's Shower & Breakfast 9/16/2017 7:00 AM Long Beach
Building & Grounds Meeting 9/17/2017 9:15 AM Library
GET CONNECTED SUNDAY/Ministry Fair 9/17/2017 11:30 AM Parish Hall -- Loggia
CRASH! & eMERGE Meeting 9/17/2017 4:00 PM
Monday Night Group 9/18/2017 7:00 PM Library
"Aging Parents: A Practical Guide to Survive and Thrive" 9/19/2017 6:30 PM Parish Hall 
Investment Committee Meeting 9/20/2017 5:00 PM
Finance Meeting 9/20/2017 6:00 PM Paula's Office
Vestry 9/20/2017 7:00 PM Board Room
Memorial Service & Reception - Celebration of Life - 
Lindsay Kohlweck Kaufman

9/23/2017 3:00 PM Chapel & Parish Hall

Antique Show Wrap up Meeting 9/24/2017 11:30 AM Board Room
Coffee, Clergy & Conversation 9/24/2017 11:30 AM Board Room
CRASH! & eMERGE Meeting 9/24/2017 4:00 PM
Monday Night Group 9/25/2017 7:00 PM Library
Taizé - Service of Healing & Wholeness 9/26/2017 7:00 PM Chapel
Azure Verde Meeting 9/28/2017 9:00 AM Board Room
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St. Francis Episcopal Church
2200 Via Rosa (At Palos Verdes Blvd)
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org  
310-375-4617/ FAX 310-791-2740
The Very Rev. Paula Vukmanic, Rector and Dean of Deanery 8
The Rev. Peter Huang, Associate Rector
The Rev. Celeste Stump, Deacon, Chaplain at The Canterbury
Judith Lyons, Seminarian, Field Ed Intern
Mrs. Suzanne Gatlin, Coordinator of Sunday School
Mrs. Donna Paine, Coordinator of Family Fellowship
Dr. Jeannie Cobb, Director of Music, Youth and the Arts
Canon Hank Gatlin, Coordinator of Shared Ministries
Dr. Hyunju Hwang, Organist  
Dr. Susan Marshall, Communications Specialist 
Joel Miranda, Sexton
Elaine Mistele, Business Manager
Mary Sanchez, Office Administrator

Articles and comments are welcome.
Submit to publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, 
or to the church office By the 15th of each month
Change service requested
Time dated material
No Longer Attending St Francis? 
If	you	would	like	to	stop	receiving	the	Bellringer,	please	help	us	save	costs	by	contacting	the	Parish	Office	—	
Phone:	310-375-4617,	Email:	mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org	or	FAX	310-791-2740.	THANK	YOU!

Service of 
Healing and 
Wholeness

taizé
 Tuesday, September 26

7pm Chapel


