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From Mo. Paula
The Very Rev. 
Paula Vukmanic, 

paula.vukmanic@ 
stfrancispalosverdes.org 

310 375 4617 ext 223

Many of you have had 
the nasty virus that 
was going around this 
past winter/spring. 

I fell victim and it just lingered. I began to 
feel worse not better so I stayed home a few 
days in March. Soon being bored “resting”, 
I decided to do some recuperation by look-
ing through a few old files at home. When 
I came across a folder that was labeled, “In-
spirational,” I opened it and began leafing 
through it, discovering some real treasures 
saved from my days of teaching high 
school. I found a reflection that I decided to 
share in this April newsletter article. I must 
have had this reflection a long time be-
cause one of the words was corrected with 
typewriter white correcting tape! Have you 
heard of such a primitive thing?

But I paused for a moment, considering if 
I should not, instead, explore the ending 
of Lent and the drama of Holy Week and 
Easter. Palm Sunday and the reading of 
the Passion of Jesus, the narrative of his 
last days on earth, will be Sunday April 9. 
In the week that follows Palm Sunday, we 
unpack the retelling of the final events in 
the life of Christ through the liturgies of 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and then 
the glory of the Easter Vigil and Easter 
Sunday. This time of the Christian calen-
dar year is at the heart of who we are as an 
Easter people. Because Jesus lives we live 
more fully! What are you going to do with 
your resurrected life? We know what Jesus 
did with His.
I share the following because it is simple 
wisdom, another viewpoint for using the 
grace of Easter!

Obviously, the above verses sound like they are from a by-gone era when life was sim-
pler. However, may we never be too proud or self-satisfied to not evaluate our own basic 
ingredients for Christian living. Unless we have a graced foundation in basic virtues, we 
will not become a light, an instrument of peace helping and caring for others. God is love 
and love is the universal power of God’s presence doing more than we could ask for or 
even imagine. Allow God to use you in this garden 
of life, being spiritual people on an earthly journey. 
With love and care for each of you, 

Paula+

Plant three rows of peas.
1. Peace of mind.
2. Peace of heart.
3. Peace of soul.
Plant four rows of squash.
1. Squash gossip.
2. Squash indifference.
3. Squash grumbling.
4. Squash selfishness
Plant four rows of lettuce.
1. Lettuce be faithful.
2. Lettuce be kind.
3. Lettuce be patient.
4. Lettuce really love one another.

No garden is complete without turnips.
1. Turnip for meetings.
2. Turnip for service.
3. Turnip to help one another.
To conclude our garden 
we must have Thyme.
1. Thyme for each other.
2. Thyme for family.
3. Thyme for friends.

Water freely with patience and cultivate 
with love. There is much fruit in your 
garden because you reap what you sow! 
(Author unknown.)

Planting your Spring Garden - For the garden of your daily living:
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Sunday Sermons
Online 

Missed a Sunday, or 
want to hear the sermon 
again? 
Find them at:
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Sermons online.

Find out what’s on...
Go to 
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Calendar. 
This online calendar 
serves as our master 
calendar for the parish. 
Printed copies of the 
current and upcoming 
week are available in 
our weekly worship 
bulletin. 

Full Calendar 
See inside final page(s).

Bellringer 
Submissions
The deadline for submis-
sions is the 15th of each 
month. 
Please email to 
publications
@stfrancispalosverdes.org  
or deliver to the Publica-
tions box in the Parish 
Office. 

Worship!
Sundays

8 a.m. Rite I in the 
Chapel
9:55am Children’s 
Christian formation 
programs
10 a.m. Rite II in the 
Church

Private Prayer
The Baptistry of the 
Chapel, and the Nason 
Prayer Chapel in the 
Main Church are always 
available for private 
prayer between services.

Wednesdays
12:10 pm 
Bring your lunch, if 
you’d like. Following a 
brief informal service 
in the Chapel, you are 
invited to eat and enjoy 
informal conversation 
with St. Francis’ clergy 
and staff.

PhotograPhy
We are always looking for photographs of the people and 
places of St Francis church. If you have photos you would 
be happy for us to use in our published materials, please 
feel free to send them to Susan Marshall at: publications@
stfrancispalosverdes.org.
Note - if you would prefer that photos of yourself (other 
than unidentified in large group shots), and/or photos of 
your minor children, not be used, please contact the church 
office - mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org.

Like us on Facebook - St Francis Palos Verdes, 
and Twitter: @stfrancispalosverdes

Mailing List
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Canticle of Creatures
Most High, all-powerful, good Lord,

all praise is yours, all glory, all honor,
and all blessing.

To you, alone, Most High, do they belong.
No mortal lips are worthy to pronounce your name.

All praise be yours, my Lord,
through all you have made,
and first my lord Brother Sun, who brings the day;
and through whom you give us light.

How beautiful is he, how radiant in all his splendor;
Of you, Most High, he bears the likeness.

All Praise be yours, my Lord, through Sister Moon
and the stars; in the heavens you have made them,
bright, and precious, and fair.

All praise be yours, my Lord,
through Brothers wind and air, and fair and stormy,
all the weather's moods,
by which you cherish all that you have made.

All praise be yours, my Lord, through Sister Water,
so useful, humble, precious and pure.

All praise be yours, my Lord, through Brother Fire,
through whom you brighten up the night.
How beautiful is he, how cheerful!
Full of power and strength.

All praise be yours, my Lord, through our Sister
Mother Earth, who sustains us and governs us,
and produces various fruits with colored flowers
and herbs.

All praise be yours, my Lord,
through those who grant pardon for love of you;
through those who endure sickness and trial.

Happy are those who endure in peace,
By You, Most High, they will be crowned.

All praise be yours, my Lord, through Sister Death,
From whose embrace no mortal can escape.

Woe to those who die in mortal sin!
Happy those she finds doing your will!
The second death can do them no harm.

Praise and bless my Lord, and give him thanks
And serve him with great humility.

St Francis of Assisi
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Anzaborrego State Park

Easter People 
Good Friday 
World

in a

What is the Meaning of Holy Week?
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil are three 
days in the church year when we physically walk with 
Jesus from the table, to the cross, and to the tomb.
On Easter morning, we go with Mary Magdalene and 
witness with her, Jesus rise from the dead. The three days 
before, explain why we even need to gather on Easter. 
One does not make sense without the other.
Though it might be hard to make it to church three times 
in a row, coming to these services are a great reminder of 
why we gather on Sunday mornings in the first place! Of 
course, the best way to learn more about these Three Days 
is to experience them first-hand! 

Palm Sunday – April 9, 10am
ONE service only. 
We start outside with a joyful procession, singing Hosan-
nah, and waving palm branches, before reading the Gos-
pel of the Passion – reliving the transition from celebration 
to Jesus’ arrest and judgement by the authorities.

Maundy Thursday – April 13 - Light Dinner/
Communion, 6:30pm. 
A solemn sharing of worship over a ‘Passover’ meal in our 
Parish Hall.

Holy Week and Easter - Walk the Journey
Good Friday – April 14
Stations of the Cross, 12:10. 
We walk our beautiful stained glass panels, hand-made by 
members of our congregation from broken glass from our 
windows, retrieved after the Northridge earthquake.

NEW this year – Service of Light and Darkness, 7pm
On Ash Wednesday we received ashes as 
we began our Lenten journey as a symbol of 
“repentance”. New this Good Friday, in the 
midst of a service that will include scripture 
readings, candles and music, we will offer 
an anointing with holy oil as a symbol of our 
baptismal covenant, followers of Jesus, hear-
ing the words,

“Remember you are buried with Christ to rise with Christ.”

The Great Vigil Easter – April 15, 7pm. 
The new fire of Easter is started, outside on our patio, 
from which the great Easter candle is lit. The dark sanctu-
ary gives way to the lighting of candles, and ringing of 
bells, with Holy Eucharist, as the service celebrates the 
first Easters of the early Christians, when new Christians 
were baptized into the faith.

Easter Day  
April 16
8am Rite I 
Holy Communion

10am Rite II 
Holy Communion 
with Full Choir and 
Orchestra.

Plus our traditional 
Easter Egg Hunt for 
the kids after 10am!

April 2017
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Creation, 
the forgotten gift 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth 
(Genesis 1:1).  We all know the story and know that it was 
all very good (Genesis 1:31). Many of us also know The 
Canticle of the Creatures by St. Francis of Assisi, the one that 
talks about Brother Sun, and Sister Moon (see p.2).
Our patron saint expresses his deep love of nature, of all 
living things, all the gifts from God. He refers to these as 
“brothers” & “sisters” making them, in a sense, equals. We, 
humans, are not above these brothers and sisters. We are, 
as he states, brothers and sisters. Nature sustains us. We 
simply cannot live without it. We depend on nature for our 
food, our water, and our raw materials. Nature provides 
for all living things. We take nature 
walks, we have television shows 
about the wonders of nature, and we 
even have a magazine called Nature. 
But what does nature mean to us as 
Christians? What is nature?
Nature, according to Wikipedia is:    
“in the broadest sense, the natural, 
physical, or material world or uni-
verse. ‘Nature’ can refer to the phe-
nomena of the physical world, and 
also to life in general. The study of 
nature is a large part of science. Although humans are part 
of nature, human activity is often understood as a separate 
category from other natural phenomena.”
What if we change the word nature to creation? Now 
creation we understand as Christians because creation re-
quires a Creator, God.  God created our home, Earth. God 
created the waters, the mountains, the fish, the tress, the 
bugs, the worms, the cats, the dogs, the grass, the weeds, 
the wolf, and the eagle. Creation was Gods first gift to us. 

This gift of a living and thriving world, one that we seem 
to forget and sometimes ignore, is creation. The cosmos, 
that seem so far away, is creation. All that we have is part 
of this gift of creation. 
St. Francis of Assisi led a life embracing nature and seeing 
God in all living creatures so it’s no surprise that he’s the 
Patron Saint of Ecology. So, why does that matter? Just 
like nature, ecology has no real religious connotation, or 
does it?  Ecology is the study of our home planet.  We 
already know that earth, a gift from creation, is our home, 
so there is a religious connection regarding ecology.  As 
followers of St. Francis, what does this mean to us?  What 

do we do when we find a leak in the roof of our 
man-made home? What do we do when a window 
is broken or a faucet is dripping? We know that 
ignoring these can lead to further damage requir-
ing additional repairs and costs. The prudent thing 
is to get repairs done quickly. After all, our man-
made homes are an investment that needs to be 
maintained and protected. So what about our home 
given to us by God through creation? 
I would like to invite you to take a journey with me 
as we look at caring for the gift of Creation. Caring 
for the gift of Creation should be as important as 

caring for our soul. We tend to focus on the Kingdom of 
Heaven and life after death. We can actually do both. 
Using the teachings of St. Francis I would like to share 
with you ways to care for Creation.  
I also invite you to share your thoughts on this topic. 
Please email me at jakemadrid@sbcglobal.net. I will in-
clude these in future parts of Creation, the forgotten gift.

What does 
nature 
mean to us as 

Christians? 

What if we 

change 
the word 

nature to 

creation? 

By Jake Madrid
(part 1)
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The other day I took a 
long run in the fog. 
What was I thinking? I couldn’t 
see in front of me, and it was 
pretty chilly. As I was run-

ning along the Esplanade, I saw something 
glowing pink. As I ran closer, I realized that 
someone had written on the sidewalk in 
bright pink chalk so I could see it. The writ-

ing said, “Live through your heart!” I thought to myself, 
“Wow, that is something we do at St. Francis every week.” 
I was inspired by that quote, and what is happening 
around church, and I wanted to share it with you.
I hope that all of you have received your Lenten Devo-
tional books. Kristina Pelá and Father Peter put together 
an amazing compilation of devotional thoughts from our 
parish. Each day there are Bible passages to reflect on, 
followed by a short meditation from a parishioner. I have 
found it to be such a beautiful sharing of our St. Fran-
cis family. Some of the meditations have really touched 
me and have made me want to reach out to some of the 
people who have written them, just to say thanks. I feel 
like it gives me a little more insight into the people who 
shared their idea of living through their hearts.
Many people experience living and loving through their 
stomachs. It might sound funny, but it is so true. Our 
group of Friar men are busy having fun and fellowship 
every Wednesday night of Lent, and we reap the benefits. 
They lovingly put together a salad bar that Souplantation 
would be jealous of. They make delicious feasts to share 
with us, so we can relax and not have to worry about 
what’s for dinner. Better yet, they do the clean up too. 
Often times there are leftovers that are then wrapped up 
for our Loaves and Fishes ministry. 

Our lead Friar, John Henebry, also heads up the St. Luke’s 
Feeding of the Homeless in Long Beach every other 
month. This is another expression of living through your 
heart. There is a sharing and bonding that is going on with 
our parish members as they cook and serve those who are 
less fortunate. It is one of those opportunities in which 
we are feeding our spiritual side as we help give others a 
meal.
A big thank you 
goes to everyone 
who has given, or 
plans on giving 
to the St. Francis 
Organ fund. We 
have already 
reached over 
$90,000. That is 
so impressive! 
The generosity 
you have shown 
will help repair 
and enhance our organ for years to come. I think back to 
when a few townspeople decided to get together over 50 
years ago and create a church in Palos Verdes. Their love, 
passion, and desire to share God’s word is still here for us. 
We now have the chance to give to future generations by 
keeping this organ alive and working for the St. Francis 
Parish of tomorrow. What a fabulous gift.
Thank you one and all for being who you are! As you go 
on your daily journey, remember to ‘Live through your 
heart’. 
Love, Jennifer Sams, 
Senior Warden

Welcome to the Senior Warden Corner! 
Jennifer Sams - Senior Warden, ajsams@verizon.net

‘Live 
through 
your 
heart’

Sharing love  for our scholarship students while raising money 
through Designs for Dining 2017 - read more on p. 11

New for this year - 
an evening Jazz Event!
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Families and Kids Pre-K thru 5th Grade

Kate Buchen
Minister for Children and 
Families
emilykatebuchen@yahoo.com

Sunday School: Where and When 
We begin at 9:55am. Please sign-in your child(ren) at the 
age appropriate room.
We have two Godly Play rooms.

Children ages 3 to 5 ½ will meet 
in “level 1” on the left of the Par-
ish Hall stage.
Children ages 6 to 11 will meet in 
the NEW “level 2” in the center of 
the Parish Hall stage.
Nursery Care ages 0-3 will now 
be provided in the NURSERY to the left stage side - 
accessible from the back hallway 

Sunday School General Information
Everyone can see the details of what is being taught, and how, by checking out the 
Parent Pages for the Stories on our website - under Families and Kids/pre-K thru 5th grade/
Parent Pages.
We will be coming in to church after the Sermon, usually during the Peace, Announcements 
or Offertory. We continue to offer the Sunday Paper which introduces the lectionary for the 
day as well as crayons and books. They are located in the Narthex, to the left as you enter 
church.
During Holy Communion, if you do not wish your child(ren) to receive, they are welcome to 
receive a blessing instead by crossing both hands over their chest while kneeling at the altar rail.

Vacation Bible School returns to St. Francis! Jun 26-30
Come to the Planning Committee  Meeting
Sunday, May 7 at 11:30-12:15 in the Boardroom.  
Please attend to hear about how to help implement ideas 
for a fun-filled week from June 26 to June 30.
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Middle & High School 
Youth Groups
CRASH! & eMERGE! 
CRASH! - 6th-8th grade fellowship;  
eMeRGe! - 9th through 12th grades

All youth in 6th through 12th grades are invited to join 
together to have fun, talk about stuff, and study God’s 
word for our lives. 
We meet from 4:00-6:00pm on Sunday afternoons for 
games, some kind of arts (music, drama, dance, visual 
arts), Bible Study, and conversation. There are lots 
of laughs! For our study and sharing we meet in two 
groups - Crash! (6th-8th), and eMerge (9th-12th). We usu-
ally begin in the lower parking lot and end in the Parish 
Hall. 
On the Last Sunday before Lent, we blessed our beautiful 
new Labyrinth at 10am worship. For more on the laby-
rinth see our Lenten flyer (see p.4).
Contact: Dr. Jeannie Cobb, (310) 375-4617, ext 228. jean-
nie.cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Families and Kids Pre-K 
thru 5th Grade (Contd)

Only 2 more weeks to donate 
our pig!

The children have 
chosen to col-
lect for a pig for 
$100. The children 
have collected $62 
towards the ERD 
Gifts for Life. We 
are still collect-
ing for two more 
weeks and our 
goal is to get to 
$100 for the pig. 
This gift includes 

training on raising and selling pigs and gives families a 
better future fast. Pigs reproduce quickly and piglets are 
ready for market in just six months.
The children recently made their own offering envelope 
in Sunday School so they can make an offering each week 
during Lent in our Sunday School classrooms. 
If your child needs an en-
velope have them ask their 
teacher next time they are in 
Sunday School. 
Talk with your child on dif-
ferent ways they can add to 
the offering envelope each 
week and how the gift will be 
a source of life and hope for a 
family who has very little.

Don’t Miss the Labyrinth
You only have a little while longer - at the end of Lent we 
will store the labyrinth for future use. 
The labyrinth is an ancient sacred path, and spiritual tool 
for healing and transformation for centuries. The youth 
of St Francis have created, as a gift to us, a labyrinth for 
us to enjoy. Our labyrinth will be set up and available 
for prayer and meditation from Ash Wednesday through 
Lent. 
It gives a time to quiet the noises of our lives and tune in 
to the wisdom of God. As we move toward the center we 

shed thoughts and distractions, 
releasing stresses and conflicts. 
At the center we stay as long as 
is helpful, open and listening for 
a nudge from God. As we retrace 
our steps, we might give thanks, 
acknowledge God's goodness in 
our lives, and receive strength to 
re-enter our lives to be light to the 
world around us. 
Come by any time when the office 
is open, evenings when there are 
meetings.
Our young people hope that it will 
be a helpful tool for this congrega-
tion for years to come.
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Deadline for inclusion in the Easter Sunday bulletin is today, Sunday, April 9. Thank you.

 

 

At our Easter and Christmas services we share our joy and celebration with extra-special music and decorations of 
our Chapel and Church. Both these Ministries benefit from generous contributions, over and above our regular 
pledge and plate collections. If you would like to be a part of this festive glory, please complete either or both of 
the forms below*, and place them in the collection plate, or return them to the church office.  
And remember, flowers on the Altar can be dedicated year-round. 
 

*Note—if giving to both, please write separate checks. 
 

We hope you enjoy the wonderful sights and sounds of our Easter celebrations,  
which so deeply enhance our worship experiences! 

With many thanks to the Altar Guild, and to our Choir and Musicians! 

 

Note—if giving to both, please write separate checks. 



Page 9

April 2017

Outreach at St. Francis
“ Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”

Our St. Francis family is very active in supporting several programs in our area, around the Diocese, and the 
world. To see details and pictures of each area, please visit us on the web at www.stfrancispalosverdes.org/
outreach. 
The following pages give details of the programs we currently support and their immediate needs. Please 
consider how you might be able to make a difference. 
Additional information is available by contacting our new Shepherd for Outreach Sue Egan, via email at 
susanegan065@gmail.com, or via the church office on 310 375-4617. 

A Few Things to Remember for 
Physical Donations 
(clothes, toys, school supplies for Mama Hill's Help, clothes, towels, foods, etc.), 
Please...
•	 don't put dirty or stained items in any of the bins; clean, unstained, and whole (not needing mending) items 

are best;
•	 check expiration dates on canned and boxed foods; we don't want to run the risk of making anyone ill;
•	 think about the weight of your donations; one large, heavy bag should be converted to two smaller (or less full) 

bags so that we can transport it not only to our cars, but to the donee's location; in gentlest terms, we are a small 
(but mighty), mostly older group doing the lugging!

•	 let me know if you have plans to donate computers and/or accessories; there is only limited storage and lim-
ited need at Mama Hill's Help.

Last, but certainly not least, accept the heartfelt gratitude of the folks at St. Luke's who work with the homeless 
population,	and	Mama	Hill	and	her	small	volunteer	staff,	as well as the homeless and the Cookies of Mama Hill's 
themselves, who receive your generosity. Both organizations have other area charities to which they donate over-
flows, so there is a small circle of folks who will see that your donations are put to good use.

Thank you! Blessings and peace, Jayne, Marcia Schoettle, Richard and Sue Egan, John Henebry & Gerry Gill.

Your Contributions Count - 
at The Blue Bin!
 A big thank you goes out to Sue, our Outreach Shepherd 
and Blue Bin advocate; to Jayne, our Blue Bin scheduler, 
and to everyone who has sorted and delivered our dona-
tions! Also, thanks to suggestions from our new blue bin 
sorters, it has been exciting to see that we have added 
different recipients for the Blue Bin items. In addition to 
donating items to Mama Hills, St. Luke's, and Harbor 
Interfaith*, we have now started donating some items to 
the homeless Ministry at Saint Andrews Lutheran and to 
the Salvation Army. Thank you to all. 
Hank Gatlin
"Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of those 
who are members of my family, he did it to me." Matthew 25:40

*HIS has specifically requested men’s suits, slacks and jackets 
for appropriate attire for job interviews.



April 2017

Page 10

A typical Care Kit consists of a 
watertight gallon-size zipper lock 
plastic bag filled with items like:

Water bottle
Socks
Tuna and crackers
Granola Bar or cereal bar

PA C K  A  C A R E  K I T  T O  H E L P  S O M E O N E  W H O  I S  H O M E L E S S
Care Kits are a simple way to provide practical help to a homeless 
man or woman. 
Keep some in your car so you’re prepared to offer one to a person 
in need.

Fruit snack or applesauce cup
Crackers with peanut butter or 
cheese
Gift certificate to fast food
Hand wipes
Pack of Kleenex
Maxi pads
Toothbrush and toothpaste

Nail clippers
Band Aids
Chapstick
Comb or small brush
Mints, cough drops or gum
Note of encouragement or uplift-
ing Bible verse

I T E M S  T O  I N C L U D E :
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Outreach at St. Francis
“ Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”
St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund

From Richard,
Hello Everyone! 
It is so great to get this opportunity to check-in and 
share a bit about my progress and what is next. This 
past year I graduated from UCLA and I could not be 
more excited and proud about being able to make my 
dreams of being a Bruin graduate come true! UCLA 
was nothing but incredible and I am immensely grate-
ful for the love and guidance that I was provided from 
all of you and the committee. A very special thanks to 
Mrs. Cheryl Gutierrez and Mrs. Joni McIntyre, who 
graciously supported me over the last four years–their 
love and support have truly made a big impact in my 
life.
As mentioned in my last submission, I am a 2017 Teach 
For America New York City Corps Member. Teach 
For America is a non-profit organization that places 
graduates and young professionals in low-income and 
underserved communities to serve as a teacher and 
only 12% of applicants are admitted. Alongside being a 
full-time teacher I will attend Graduate School, where 
I will be working towards my Teaching Credential 
and my Masters Degree in Education. Just last month I 
completed my first round of hiring where I was of-
fered three out of four teaching positions that I inter-
viewed for. This accomplishment is particularly special 
as teaching interviews in New York City are highly 
competitive and having secured more than one offer 
is a big accomplishment as schools only extend offers 
to individuals that they wholeheartedly believe will fit 

Scholar Update - Richard Tucker

Our St. Francis Outreach Scholar-
ship committee is very proud of 
our recipient Richard Tucker.
Joni McIntyre first met Richard when he was 

a senior at Banning High School, we were very impressed 
with him as he was senior class president and had been 
admitted to UCLA - yay! Bruins.
He did very well at UCLA and interviewed and was se-
lected for many positions in his dormitory and then later 
taught seminars at UCLA to current students.
We look forward to Richard's future experience being 
involved with Teach for America. This is a highly com-
petitive program and Richard was selected and he will be 
placed at a middle school in New York City. At the end of 
the two year program he will receive his Master's Degree 
in Education and also his teaching credential. During his 
student teaching with Teach for America, Richard will also 
receive a salary.
During his undergraduate years, the committee was able 
to help him with his unmet financial needs and provide 
mentoring along the way.
After graduation, the committee was able to pay off over 
$12,000 of Richard's under-
graduate loans, some of which 
started accruing interest on 
Day 1 post graduation!
Please read Richard's update 
below. Good luck in your fu-
ture endeavors, Richard.
Cheryl Gutierrez

Designs for Dining 2017
A great time was had by all with the addition of evening 
event with jazz and beer and wine tasting to our regular 
Designs for Dining activities such as speakers, table designs, 
silent auction, boutique and delicious included food.
Final results are not in but it appears the net proceeds, ben-
efitting the St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund, amounts 
to approximately $16,000, our second highest total to date.
Many thanks from our St. Francis Outreach Scholarship 
Committee, and our students for helping with whatever 
way was possible for you.
See next page for more photos of the event!

Contd on page. 12
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into their school community and can make an impact 
in the lives of their students. 
I officially move to New York City in June where I 
will begin a six-week rigorous training institute before 
officially beginning my position as a Seventh grade 
Humanities Teacher in Brooklyn, NY. I am thrilled to 
be working at my future school as the school’s vision is 
in direct alignment with my teaching goals, vision and 
is student-centered. The staff and school leaders are 
wholeheartedly invested in the success of their stu-
dents and teachers. Additionally, the curriculum and 
school behavioral model are rigorous, interesting and 
inclusive for both the students and teachers. Overall, 
I believe that I will thrive at my school while making 
a very big impact in the lives of my students. Until 
I make the big move to New York City I will remain 
home in Long Beach, CA spending time with my fam-
ily and am currently looking for temporary work to 
keep my mind fresh and occupied while saving up for 
my move!
As always I thank you all so much for your love, 
support and thoughts. UCLA was amazing and I am 
incredibly excited for this next chapter of my life as I 
partner with my students and their families, many of 
whom are similar to me, my family and the circum-
stances I experienced as a child. Take care and I can’t 
wait to share more updates very soon!
Best,

Richard Tucker, Jr.
2012 SFOSF Recipient/UCLA Class of 2016 Graduate

Scholarship recipient 
Jackeline Hernandez 

Contd from page 11

Stunning, creative ideas for Dining; 
plus vendors, speakers and old friends!
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Episcopal Church Women (ECW)
All St Francis Women are Automatically Members of the ECW

Among other events, the ECW sponsors the Annual St Francis Antique Show.
As in any Episcopal church, all women of the parish are automatically a member.
In addition, many of us are members of one or more of the Guilds, which are smaller groups who meet for social fel-
lowship and also to support various outreach or charitable causes.

How Do I Join?
We would love to see you at any of our events or meetings - just come along! Check out our Website Guilds page, and 
if any one or more appeals to you, contact the Chair for more information.
If you ever want to learn more about any of the guilds of the ECW, details and meeting times can be found on the par-
ish website or feel free to ask me. 

Anna Eakins, ECW co-President
Contact	via	the	church	office	on	-	310	375	4617.

News for April
On February 24 and 25, Tina Van Der Velden, Susie Zimmerman and I were able to 
attend the diocesan ECW annual meeting in Pasadena. My first time!
We were with ladies from all parts of our diocese. The national ECW president 
spoke of her experience working with our presiding bishop when they were both 
in the same diocese.
But the speaker we wanted to hear was Becca Stevens from Nashville. She is an 
Episcopal priest who founded a program, Thistle Farms. They take in women for 2 
years to shelter, rehabilitate and give job training to women who have been a part 
of sex trafficking.

Locally, look for what opportunities the up-coming Antiques show has for you.

We are continuing our Meet the Women series and hope you are enjoying it.

Meet The Women of the Parish - HeeSun Gerhardt

When did you know 
God existed in 
your life?” 

Mo. Sarah asked that question at 
a vestry retreat may years ago. 
I do not remember thinking 
about Him when I was five years 
old. However, I always knew His 
existence when I was attending 
a Catholic grade and middle school on Okinawa. I know 
David’s mother introduced me to the labyrinth, but I can-
not recall where I walked the first time. 
How did we end up living on Okinawa? My parents’ 
families owned “mountains” in North Korea. When the 
Communists occupied North Korea, they routinely killed 
the landowners and the educated. My parents left every-
thing and fled to the south. In my mother’s case, she had 
to leave her entire family behind. I was born in South 
Korea during the Korean War. 

My father worked at a broadcasting station and ended up 
working for the US Army’s 7th Psychological Operations 
Group. We moved to Japan when I was three years old 
and then to Okinawa when I was nine because of my fa-
ther’s work. Okinawa was a delightful place to spend my 
childhood and youth. After attending the Catholic school, 
I had a blast at the Department of Defense high school. 
We moved to California when it was time for me to attend 
college. I spent a semester at an all girls’ Catholic college 
in northern CA and absolutely hated it because of the 
prejudice against me. It was a shock because Okinawa was 
such a melting pot. Nevertheless, the painful experience 
helped make me grow up to detest racism and any other 
intolerance. 
I transferred immediately to UC Santa Barbara in the 
second trimester of my freshman year where I met David 
on the first day of my sophomore year. We married three 
weeks after my graduation (BA in math) at St. Luke’s 

Becca Stevens at Thistle Farms - 
rehabilitation for victims of sex trafficking

Contd on page 14
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Parish Calendar— Recurring Events - April 2017
Day Time/Location
Sundays
Holy Eucharist Rite I 8am Chapel

Sunday School
Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:55am / Follow Sign information
10am Main Church

AA meeting 7pm Board Room

Wednesdays
Holy Eucharist Rite I 12:10pm/Chapel

Day Time/Location
Mondays
Connecting with God 7pm Library
Education for Ministry 6pm Board Room
Thursdays
Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm - 9pm Choir Room

Alcoholic Anon-Al-Anon 7:30pm/Board Room/Library

SAGES on the Move!
In early March, our SAGES had a wonderful tour of the 
Chen Art Gallery in Torrance with a delicious lunch be-
forehand at Nozomi Sushi. If you have never been to the 
Chen Gallery, please call for reservations for a free out-
standing guided tour. This gallery is perhaps the best kept 
secret in the South Bay. The Chen Art Gallery holds 500 
plus Chinese art pieces from 3500 BC to 1911 AD. On view 
are exquisite examples of Chinese furniture, jade, bronze, 
snuff bottles, porcelain, and more. While photographs are 
not allowed inside the gallery, here we are waiting to go 
in. Thanks to the Chen Gallery and to all of our SAGES!
For more information about SAGES, contact Hank Gatlin - 
hank.gatlin@stfrancispalosverdes.org.

Who is a ‘sage’?
from late Latin - 

“a person in possession of wisdom, 
judgment, and experience”.

Episcopal Church in Long Beach. Our son Matthew was 
the fifth generation on David’s mother’s side to attend St. 
Luke’s. 
When David’s mother moved to Cambria, CA, we started 
attending St. Francis in 1996. We love the parish of St. 
Francis. It has always felt like home to us. 
I am not too swift in the kitchen. Before I became the ECW 
President…I think it was around 2007, the ECW president 
and the members were in charge of cooking the entire lun-
cheon for our annual meetings. There was no way I could 
swing that…so that was the first year we had the Mitford 
Potluck Lunch. It has been potluck ever since. God finds a 
way to use all of our talents – or the lack thereof. 

I have worked in the aerospace industry as a Member of 
Technical Staff. Then switched to a division of Control 
Data and worked as a Systems Marketing Rep, a Market-
ing Rep, and a National Account Manager. 
However, the best job I have had is having the privilege 
and opportunity to stay home and raise our son. Matthew 
is now happily married to Joanna and they live in D.C. 
David and I felt euphoric and proud for a couple of weeks 
after their wedding last October. There is nothing like 
watching our son marry the love of his life and marry into 
a very sweet family. 
God has blessed me abundantly.

HeeSun

Contd from page 13
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Parish Calendar — April 2017
Event Date Time Location
Episcopal and Anglican Spiritual Writers - Adult Ed 
Series

4/2/2017 9:00 AM Board Room

ECW Meeting 4/2/2017 11:30 AM Office - Coffee Room 
Episcopal and Anglican Spiritual Writers - Adult Ed 
Series

4/2/2017 11:30 AM Board Room

Teen Confirmation Class 4/2/2017 11:30 AM Library
CRASH! and eMERGE - Movie "Beauty & The Beast" 4/2/2017 2:45 PM Regal Theater/Rolling Hills Estates - Promenade

Altar Guild Meeting 4/5/2017 9:00 AM Board Room
MRC Cooking 4/5/2017 3:30 PM Kitchen & Board Room
Ministry Council 4/5/2017 6:30 PM Board Room
La Leche Meeting 4/6/2017 10:00 AM Library
Azure Verde Beaders 4/7/2017 9:00 AM Board Room
CHOIR EASTER BRASS REHEARSAL 4/8/2017 9:00 AM Church & Choir Room
PALM SUNDAY - ONE SERVICE -Holy Eucharist - Rite II 4/9/2017 10:00 AM Church
20's & 30's Lunch! 4/9/2017 11:45 AM Asaka Restaurant/Riviera Village
20's & 30's Lunch! 4/9/2017 11:45 AM Asaka Restaurant/Riviera Village
CRASH! and eMERGE 4/9/2017 4:00 PM Youth Room - Parish Hall Stage Area
MRC Cooking 4/12/2017 3:30 PM Kitchen & Board Room
MAUNDY THURSDAY - Light Meal and Holy 
Communion

4/13/2017 6:30 PM Parish Hall & Kitchen

Good Friday - Stations of the Cross -  Service 4/14/2017 12:00 PM Church
Good Friday Service of Light & Darkness 4/14/2017 7:00 PM Chapel
The Great Vigil of Easter 4/15/2017 7:00 PM Chapel & Chapel Patio
Easter Sunday - Holy Eucharist - Rite I 4/16/2017 8:00 AM Chapel
EASTER SUNDAY - Holy Eucharist - Rite II 4/16/2017 10:00 AM Church
EASTER EGG HUNT 4/16/2017 11:20 AM Church Grounds
MRC Cooking 4/19/2017 3:30 PM Kitchen & Board Room
Margaret Smith Memorial Service & Reception 4/22/2017 11:00 AM Chapel
Kelly Wedding Reception 4/22/2017 12:00 PM Parish Hall & Lower Patio
Building & Grounds Meeting 4/23/2017 9:15 AM Library
Antique Show Meeting 4/23/2017 11:30 AM Board Room
CRASH! and eMERGE 4/23/2017 4:00 PM Youth Room - Parish Hall Stage Area
St. Anne's Meeting 4/24/2017 7:00 PM Parish Hall & Kitchen
Taizé - Service of Healing and Wholeness 4/25/2017 7:00 PM Chapel & Board Room
MRC Cooking 4/26/2017 3:30 PM Kitchen & Board Room
Finance Meeting 4/26/2017 6:00 PM Paula's Office
Vestry 4/26/2017 7:00 PM Board Room
Azure Verde Meeting 4/27/2017 9:00 AM Board Room
Teen Confirmation Class 4/30/2017 11:30 AM Library
CRASH! and eMERGE 4/30/2017 4:00 PM Youth Room - Parish Hall Stage Area
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St. Francis Episcopal Church
2200 Via Rosa (At Palos Verdes Blvd)
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org  
310-375-4617/ FAX 310-791-2740
The Very Rev. Paula Vukmanic, Rector and Dean of Deanery 8
The Rev. Peter Huang, Associate Rector
Mrs. Kate Buchen, Minister for Children and Families
Dr. Jeannie Cobb, Director of Music, Youth and the Arts
Mr. Hank Gatlin, Coordinator of Shared Ministries
Dr. Hyunju Hwang, Organist  
Dr. Susan Marshall, Communications Specialist 
Joel Miranda, Sexton
Elaine Mistele, Business Manager
Mary Sanchez, Office Administrator

Articles and comments are welcome.
Submit to publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, 
or to the church office By the 15th of each month
Change service requested
Time dated material

No LoNger AtteNdiNg st FrANcis? 
If	you	would	like	to	stop	receiving	the	Bellringer,	please	help	us	save	costs	by	contacting	the	Parish	Office	—	
Phone:	310-375-4617,	Email:	mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org	or	FAX	310-791-2740.	THANK	YOU!

Service of 
Healing and 
Wholeness

taizé
 Tuesday, April 25th

7pm Chapel


