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From Mo. Paula
The Very Rev. 
Paula Vukmanic, 

paula.vukmanic@ 
stfrancispalosverdes.org 

310 375 4617 ext 223

I was talking to a friend on the 
phone the other night and we 
were comparing notes for our 
Ash Wednesday sermons.

Yes, who but two clergy friends would be 
doing that kind of conversation! Anyway, 
I liked what she had to say. She would 
be preaching about, “how do we come to 
know Jesus better?” I told her I was think-
ing of preaching about our attitudes, how 
our attitudes may influence the way we 
respond to ourselves and others. As Lent 
begins, both topics may help your Lenten 
choices. Part of the work of Lent is to have 
an attitude open to growth and change, 
balance and fullness of life in Jesus Christ. 
Whatever your attitude for Lent, your 
Lenten choices hopefully lead you some-
where, hopefully to God!
Once in a while you might hear some-
one say, “I need an attitude adjustment.” 
Maybe you do. This Lent you might ask 
yourself: Am I becoming a more authentic 
reflection of God’s love in the world? Shall 
I “give up” something that has inhibited 
my ability to live life to the full? Have I be-
come controlled by a habit? Am I choosing 
to be proactive about my spiritual life?
The theme for Lent this year at St Francis 
Church is, “We are spiritual beings on an 
earthly pilgrimage.” The journey of Lent is 
a process that is not meant to start on Ash 
Wednesday and end the day before Easter.

Lent is an annual invitation to reflect on 
how we are doing in becoming the most 
loving person we were created to be! Lent 
invites us to become ever more aware of the 
movement of God’s love and presence in 
the world.
There is an art to being human and our atti-
tude affects our experience of it. The Lenten 
challenge is to let go of what distracts us 
from the essentials, to appreciate the sa-
credness of life, to really recognize for our-
selves and all others that we are spiritual 
beings on an earthly journey together. The 
essence of who we are is spiritual. From 
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians we hear:
“Do you not know that you are God’s 
temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 
...God’s temple is holy, and you are that 
temple.” 1 Cor. 3:16,17b
What are you doing to foster that knowl-
edge? Yet, the bottom line is, no matter 
what, God loves you and is always with 
you. St. Teresa of Avila counted on it. She 
writes:

This Lent, may you let God guide and bless 
your attitude about God, self, others and 
the world. 
With love and care for each of you,

Paula+

Let nothing disturb you,

Let nothing make you afraid,

All things are passing.

God alone never changes.

If you have God you will want 
for nothing.

God alone suffices.“We are 
spiritual 
beings on 
an earthly 
journey”
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Sunday Sermons
Online 

Missed a Sunday, or 
want to hear the sermon 
again? 
Find them at:
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Sermons online.

Find out what’s on...
Go to 
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Calendar. 
This online calendar 
serves as our master 
calendar for the parish. 
Printed copies of the 
current and upcoming 
week are available in 
our weekly worship 
bulletin. 

Full Calendar 
See inside final page(s).

Bellringer 
Submissions
The deadline for submis-
sions is the 15th of each 
month.  
Please email to 
publications
@stfrancispalosverdes.org   
or deliver to the Publica-
tions box in the Parish 
Office. 

Worship!
Sundays

8 a.m. Rite I in the 
Chapel
9:55am Children’s 
Christian formation 
programs
10 a.m. Rite II in the 
Church

Private Prayer
The Baptistry of the 
Chapel, and the Nason 
Prayer Chapel in the 
Main Church are always 
available for private 
prayer between services.

Wednesdays
12:10 pm 
Bring your lunch, if 
you’d like. Following a 
brief informal service 
in the Chapel, you are 
invited to eat and enjoy 
informal conversation 
with St. Francis’ clergy 
and staff.

PhotograPhy
We are always looking for photographs of the people and 
places of St Francis church. If you have photos you would 
be happy for us to use in our published materials, please 
feel free to send them to Susan Marshall at: publications@
stfrancispalosverdes.org.
Note - if you would prefer that photos of yourself (other 
than unidentified in large group shots), and/or photos of 
your minor children, not be used, please contact the church 
office - mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org.

Like us on Facebook - St Francis Palos Verdes, 
and Twitter: @stfrancispalosverdes

Mailing List

March 2017
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Time for Lent?
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Lenten Devotional Guide by 
Members of St. Francis Church

This year we will journey through Lent together with 
a daily devotional guide written by the people of St. 
Francis Church! Compiled by Kristina Pelá and the 
Rev. Peter Huang, this devotional guide features 
daily reflections each day of Lent and Holy Week. 
The devotional guide will be made available on 
Sunday, February 26 at both services as well as on 
Ash Wednesday, and will also be available via email. 
Please pick up a copy so you can be a part of this jour-
ney we are taking together as a church family!

“Ashes to go!” 
Malaga Cove - in 
front of The Ranch 
Market:
2:00pm-3:30pm

Lenten devotionals - available from Sunday 
February 26 onwards; and online.
Pancake Breakfast - Sunday February 26
Ash Wednesday - March 1st - imposition of Ashes 
with Holy Eucharist 12:10pm and 7pm in our chapel; 
“Ashes to go!” will be available in Malaga Cove in front 
of The Ranch Market: 2pm-3:30pm
Lent Sunday education series: Anglican Sprituality 
4 Sundays, March 12, 19, 26, April 2, after both 
services.
Lenten suppers - 4 Wednesdays March 8, 15, 22 and 29, 
supper 6pm, program 7pm

Ash Wednesday, March 1
Imposition of Ashes with Holy Eucharist
12:10pm and 7pm in our chapel

Lent & 
Easter at St 
Francis

Quick-View Calendar
Evensong - Sunday, March 19, 4:00pm
Quiet day - March 21, 9:30am - 12:30am
Lenten Taizé - March 28, 7pm 
Palm Sunday - April 9, 10am - ONE service only
Maundy Thursday - April  13 - Seder Dinner, 6:30pm
Good Friday - April  14 - Stations of the Cross, 12:10;
Service of Light and Darkness (Tenebrae), 7pm
The Great Vigil of Easter - April  15, 7pm
Easter Day - April  16 - Rite I Holy Communion, 8am;
Rite II Choral Eucharist, 10am.

You may or may not know that there are many well-
known writers in history who were devoted Angli-
cans and Episcopalians. Come find out more about 
their lives, their writings, and their faith journeys. We 
hope you will be inspired by their lives and inspired 
to read their works. Each week's class will be pre-
sented by a different leader and will feature a differ-
ent writer. 

Anglican & Episcopal Spiritual Writers
Four week series led by lay leaders and clergy, Sundays, March 12, 19, 26, and April 2 

March 12 Evelyn Underhill (Mo. Paula Vukmanic)
March 19 John Donne (Peter Marshall)
March 26 C.S. Lewis (Gayle Taylor)
April 2 Madeleine L'Engle (Jayne Bray)

“We are 
spiritual 
beings on 
an earthly 
journeyy”
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St Francis Choir - Evensong
Sunday, March 19, 4:00pm
This beautiful evening service will be created around 
Psalms and canticles, prayers, hymns, and choruses from 
Handel’s Messiah. Many people are not nearly as familiar 
with the second and third parts of Messiah as they are 
with the first part (Christmas). Parts Two and Three tell 
the story of the life and death of Jesus, and the birth and 
growth of the church. We will share eight choruses and 
several solos, accompanied by a string quartet. We hope 
you will invite your friends and join us for what will be a 
meaningful part of our Lenten journey.

Our Lenten study this year is about God’s 
Operating System. Is God’s Operating 
System different from the one the human 
family has historically used? Lent calls us 
to reflect on our limits and our vocation 
to love and serve God and our neighbors. 
Our study will explore how God has 

sought to communicate God’s thoughts and ways to us 
over our long human history. I invite you to bring your 
hearts, your hopes, your disappointments, your certain-
ties, and your doubts to this time together. 

March 8: Musical Chairs & Jessie’s Girl (Rick 
Springfield’s song)
We will look at this children’s game and this old rock and 
roll song as a window into the Human Operating System. 
We will also look at texts from scripture that seek to com-
municate how we function under our current operating 
system.

Lenten Supper Program  
God’s Operating System & The Human Operating System
4 Wednesdays March 8, 15, 22 and 29 
Supper at 6pm (supper lovingly prepared and served by the Friars for a donation of just $6 per person.); program starts 7pm, ending 
with Compline at 8pm

March 15, 2017: “Behold the Lamb of God Who 
Takes Away the Sin of the World”
What is the sin that the Lamb takes away from us? How 
does the loss of that sin change the effectiveness of our 
Human Operating System? We will be looking at the ways 
that our loss of this sin is impacting us on a daily basis.

March 22, 2017: Demons & Devils Along the Way
How can we understand the stories of Jesus casting out 
demons and his temptations in the wilderness as Chris-
tians who claim Scripture, Tradition, and Reason as our 
sources of authority? Do we have to leave our minds at the 
door to be followers of Jesus?

March 29, 2017: 
“Crucified, Died, and Was Buried”
Death is used as a threat and a punishment. We will 
explore how Jesus’ death on the cross reveals our Human 
Operating System and offers us a path to embrace and fol-

Lenten Quiet Day  
Tuesday March 21, 2017, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., 
Board Room and Church Grounds
Please join us for our annual Lenten Quiet Day led by Spiri-
tual Director, Linda Schultz. Linda will lead us in a morn-
ing of teaching and reflection on Healing and Forgiveness. 
Linda is a gifted, creative and engaging, retreat leader. We 
look forward to this experience together! This event is gen-
erously sponsored by the Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 
of St. Francis Church.

Easter Service Details
Palm Sunday 
Sunday, April 9 at 10am – One service - Main Church 

Maundy Thursday Seder Dinner
Thursday, April 13 at 6:30 pm Parish Hall 

Good Friday Stations of the Cross
Friday, April 14 12:10 pm in the Church

Good Friday Service of Light and Darkness
Friday, April 14 7:00 pm in the Chapel

The Great Vigil of Easter
Saturday, April 15 at 7:00 pm - Chapel Patio and Chapel

Easter Day
Sunday, April 16th  
8am in the Chapel, Rite 1 Holy Communion
10am in the Main Church, Rite II Holy Communion. 

Have you ever walked a 
Labyrinth?
The labyrinth is an ancient sacred path, and spiritual tool 
for healing and transformation for centuries. The youth of 
St Francis have created, as a gift to us, a labyrinth for us to 
enjoy. Our labyrinth will be set up and available for prayer 
and meditation from Ash Wednesday through Lent. 
It gives a time to quiet the noises of our lives and tune in 
to the wisdom of God. As we move toward the center we 
shed thoughts and distractions, releasing stresses and con-
flicts. At the center we stay as long as is helpful, open and 
listening for a nudge from God. As we retrace our steps, 
we might give thanks, acknowledge God's goodness in our 
lives, and receive strength to re-enter our lives to be light to 
the world around us. 
Come by any time when the office is open, evenings when 
there are meetings, or before or after church or Taizé on 
March 28. 
At the end of Lent we will store the labyrinth for future use. 
Our young people hope that it will be a helpful tool for this 
congregation for years to come.
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“40 Things To Give Up For Lent”.  
Paula+ Invites You To Consider The Following
There is one to pray about for each day of Lent.  May they impact your life and walk with Christ.
Developed by Phil Ressler

1. Fear of Failure – You don’t succeed without experienc-
ing failure. Just make sure you fail forward.

2. Your Comfort Zone – It’s outside our comfort zones 
where new discoveries are made.

3. Feelings of Unworthiness – You are fearfully and 
wonderfully made by your creator. (see Psalm 139:14)

4. Impatience – God’s timing is the perfect timing.
5. Retirement – As long as you are still breathing, you are 

here for a reason. You have a purpose to influence others 
for Christ. Our work is not always tied to a paycheck.

6. People Pleasing – I can’t please everyone anyways. 
There is only one I need to strive to please.

7. Comparison – I have my own unique contribution to 
make and there is no one else like me.

8. Blame – I am not going to pass the buck. I will take 
responsibility for my actions.

9. Guilt – I am loved by Jesus and he has forgiven my 
sins. Today is a new day and the past is behind.

10. Overcommitment – 
 Do less better and accomplish more.

11. Lack of Counsel – Wise decisions are rarely made in 
a vacuum.

12. Impurity – Live lives pure and without blemish.
13. Entitlement – The world does not owe me anything. 

God does not owe me anything. I live in humility      
and grace.

14. Apathy – Life is too short not to care.
15. Hatred – Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 

evil with good (Romans 12:21).
16. Negativity – I will put the best construction on          

everything when it comes to other people. I will also 
minimize my contact with people who are negative 
and toxic.

17. The Spirit of Poverty – Believe that with God there 
is always more than enough and never a lack.

18. Going Through the Motions – The more you invest 
yourself, the more you will get back.

19. Complaint – Instead of contributing to the problem, 
be the solution.

20. The Pursuit of Happiness – God wants something 
greater and more lasting than happiness. 
It is called joy.

21.	Bitterness – The only person I am hurting by holding 
on to this is myself.

22. Distraction – Life is filled with distractions that will 
take our eyes off the prize.

23. Giving up – God never gives up on us.
24. Mediocrity – If you are going to do something, then 

give it all you got.
25. Destructive Speech – Encourage one another and all 

the more as you see the day approaching (see Hebrews 
10:25).

26. Busyness – It is a badge of honor to be busy. But that 
does not always translate to abundance.

27. Loneliness – With Jesus I am never alone. He is with 
me wherever I go.

28. Disunity – If two of you agree on earth about any-
thing, it will be done for them by the Heavenly Father 

(see Matthew 18:19)
29. The Quick Fix – Rarely does true transformation hap-

pen overnight.
30. Worry – God is in control and worrying will not help.
31. Idolizing – Don’t assign anyone a standard they can-

not live up to.
32. Resistance to Change – Change is certain. It is not if 

we will change, but how we will change.
33. Pride – Blessed are the humble.
34. Small View of God – Don’t tell God how big your 

problem is, tell your problem how big your God is.
35. Envy – I am blessed. My value is not found in my 

possessions, but in my relationship with my Heavenly 
Father.

36. Ungratefulness – You have been blessed in a way 
greater than you realize.

37.	Selfish	Ambition	– God has a mission for me that is 
bigger than me.

38.	Self-Sufficiency	– Jesus is my strength. I can do all 
things through him (see Philippians 4:13)

39. Sorrow – Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy 
comes in the morning (Psalm 30:5b)

40. My Life – Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever 
hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life 
(John 12:25).   

March 2017
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Confirmation at St Francis Church on Sunday May 21, 2017!
On Sunday, May 21, 2017, Bishop Diane Bruce will celebrate 
Eucharist at both the 8 and 10AM services and administer the 
sacrament of Confirmation for our parish at the 10. Besides the 
Rite of Confirmation, Bishop Diane will also reaffirm the baptis-
mal vows for those who wish, and formally receive into the Epis-
copal Church anyone who was confirmed in another denomina-
tion. See below for special details!

Confirmation for teens
Confirmation is a choice! Confirmation is a “public affirmation and commitment to the responsibilities of Baptism” 
and it is a renewal in a commitment to Jesus Christ.  The teen Confirmation program at St Francis is simple; it is an ex-
ploration of the Baptismal Covenant as it relates to the challenges we face being a Christian in the world today. The teen 
program is rooted in understanding the impact of a Christian set of values. The tools of the program are group discus-
sions, reflection material, prayer, scripture, the Book of Common Prayer, and presentations …all in an engaging, enjoy-
able process.  
Through Constant Contact the details will be sent out to CRASH! and eMERGE teens. Mo. Paula+ will be a part of this 
preparation time, as well as some adult lay leaders.
Contact Jeannie Cobb jean.cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org, our youth director, to register. 

Confirmation for Adults
If you are a baptized adult, but have not been confirmed, you are invited to consider this sacramental rite in the Epis-
copal Church. Confirmation is a public affirmation of faith and a commitment to the responsibilities of Baptism. The 
preparation sessions are developed through the questions and faith stories of those participating. Paula+ would like to 
meet with any adults who would like to receive this sacrament for two sessions of preparation. 

Adults who have been confirmed in another denomination
If you received the sacrament of confirmation in the Roman Catholic Church or another mainline Church, such as Lu-
theran, on May 21 you can be “received” into the Episcopal Church by the bishop. Paula+ would like to include those 
who want to be “received” into our church in a two session preparation program. It is also possible for someone to par-
take in the “reaffirmation of baptismal vows”. The adults who want to be confirmed “received”, or reaffirm their baptis-
mal vows will meet together. 
Please	contact	Paula+	to	talk	about	these	special	opportunities	to	grow	in	and	publically	celebrate	one’s	faith!
Dates TBA dependent on what is convenient for the adults.

Valentine’s 
Day Cookie 

Decorating!
Fun for all 

ages...!

March 2017
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Families and Kids Pre-K thru 5th Grade

Kate Buchen
Minister for Children and 
Families
emilykatebuchen@yahoo.com

Sunday School: Where and When 
We begin at 9:55am.  Please sign-in your child(ren) at the 
age appropriate room.
We have two Godly Play rooms.

Children ages 3 to 5 ½ will meet 
in “level 1” on the left of the Par-
ish Hall stage.
Children ages 6 to 11 will meet in 
the NEW “level 2” in the center of 
the Parish Hall stage.
Nursery Care ages 0-3 will now 
be provided in the NURSERY to the left stage side - 
accessible from the back hallway 

Sunday School General Information
Everyone can see the details of what is being taught, and how, by checking out the  
Parent Pages for the Stories on our website - under Families and Kids/pre-K thru 5th grade/
Parent Pages.
We will be coming in to church after the Sermon, usually during the Peace, Announcements 
or Offertory.  We continue to offer the Sunday Paper which introduces the lectionary for the 
day as well as crayons and books.  They are located in the Narthex, to the left as you enter 
church.
During Holy Communion, if you do not wish your child(ren) to receive, they are welcome to 
receive a blessing instead by crossing both hands over their chest while kneeling at the altar rail.

VBS returns to St. Francis!
Mark your calendars for June 26 - June 30 this year.
Planning Meeting - Sun, March 19, after 10am worship

A committee of volunteer staff is forming. I can use lots 
of support and your talents to make this week fun and 
exciting. As you can see from the group photo, we have 
upwards of 50 kids ages 4-11 at our VBS.
Let's all meet together on Sunday, March 19 in the Li-
brary after church, to begin planning out the details for 
crafts, snacks, games, decorations, T-shirts and publicity.
Kate.

March 2017
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Middle & High School 
Youth Groups
CRASH! & eMERGE! 
CRASH! -  6th-8th grade fellowship;   
eMeRGe! -  9th through 12th grades

All youth in 6th through 12th grades are invited to join 
together to have fun, talk about stuff, and study God’s 
word for our lives. 
We meet from 4:00-
6:00pm on Sunday 
afternoons for 
games, some kind of 
arts (music, drama, 
dance, visual arts), 
Bible Study, and 
conversation. There 
are lots of laughs! 
For our study and 
sharing we meet in 
two groups - Crash! 
(6th-8th), and 
eMerge (9th-12th). 
We usually begin in 
the lower parking lot 
and end in the Par-
ish Hall. 
On the Last Sunday 
before Lent, we 
blessed our beautiful new Labyrinth at 10am worship. 
For more on the labyrinth see our Lenten flyer (see p.4).
Contact: Dr Jeannie Cobb, (310) 375-4617, ext 228. jean-
nie.cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Families and Kids Pre-K 
thru 5th Grade (Contd)

How Our Children Can 
Support  Episcopal Relief & 
Development this Lent

The children have chosen to 
collect for a pig for $100.  We 
have a $23 start towards that 
goal from recent recycling.  
This gift includes training on 
raising and selling pigs and 
gives families a better future 
fast.  Pigs reproduce quickly 
and piglets are ready for 

market in just six months.
The children recently made their own offering envelope 
in Sunday School so they can make an offering each week 
during Lent in our Sunday School classrooms.  If your 
child needs an envelope have them ask their teacher next 
time they are in Sunday School.  
Talk with your child on different ways they can add to the 

Pre-lent pancakes were obviously high 
energy for all! 

‘Batter’ not miss next year!!!
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Preparations for another successful Antiques Show are underway! 
We invite you to contribute to this ministry as you can, which is the largest annual fundraiser 
supporting St. Francis and its many ministries. Here are a number of ways you can contribute 

in addition to volunteering for the many roles during the Show.

Opening Night Preview Party (Gala) - Don’t Miss your Discount - Buy by May 20!
Wednesday May 31: 5:30pm to 8:30pm
•	 Tickets	for	Opening	Night	are	only	$25	when	purchased	in	advance	by	Monday,	May	20	
•	 OR $40 at the door 
•	 OR	you	can	purchase	five	(5)	Opening	Night	tickets	for	a	great	deal	of	only	$100!	
•	 Your Opening Night ticket is good for admission on all days of the Show.

Program Advertisements
Parishioners are encouraged to place ads in the Antiques Show program. Proceeds from ads help defray the printing 
costs. An ad can be personal in nature or for a business. Parishioners are also encouraged to obtain ads from businesses 
they frequent in the South Bay. On the Volunteers’ Desk in the Church office, there are letters to parishioners and mer-
chants explaining the ads and the pricing. Ads obtained can be placed in the “Ads” box in the Church office or by con-
tacting Wendy Pratt (wpratt@earthlink.net) or Karin Petersen (lapdogdesigns@cox.net).

Opening Night Silent Auction Donations Needed - by Friday, May 12
It’s time to get excited and think about donating to the upcoming Opening Night Silent Auction! Everyone knows there 
are many amazing opportunities to participate in this ministry, and we would LOVE to have you donate!! Gift baskets, 
sports packages, vacation homes, wine packages, cigars, art, gift certificates...the possibilities are endless!!! Have fun 
being creative and thank you for donating! Items can be labeled and brought to the Church office by Friday, May 12. To 
make asking for donations from local merchants easier, we have materials that you can provide to them explaining our 
event and other details so please stop by the Church office, pick up some materials, and contact Jamie (bellows151@aol.
com), Darryl (hugdarryl@mac.com), or Wendy Pratt (wpratt@earthlink.net) if you have any questions or need guidance.

Volunteer Opportunities During Opening Night and the Show
We have a number of volunteer opportunities for you to join so get to know each other while enhancing the reach of our 
many ministries. Some volunteer needs include, but not limited to kitchen help, parking lot/traffic control, food servers, 
ticket takers, and many more. Please contact Ann Cullen (bcullen617@aol.com) (310) 308-3003 chair of General Staffing, 
Jamie Bellows (bellows151@aol.com) (310) 922-1689, Darryl Tillman (hugdarryl@mac.com) (424) 634-2342 or Wendy 
Pratt (wpratt@earthlink.net) to let one of them know of your interests in volunteering or leave them a message in the 
Church office.

49th Annual Antique Show is Coming!
Opening Preview Party (Gala)
Wednesday May 31: 5:30pm to 8:30pm

Show and sale
Thursday & Friday June 1 and 2 11am – 6pm
Saturday, June 3: 11am – 4pm
Tickets for the show are $10 or $8 with a $2 
discount flyer.
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The Saint Francis Church Organ Capital Campaign Needs You! 
 

 
 

Our Wonderful, 52-year-old Organ has served us well for all these years—ever since 1965! 
She has developed some issues (perfectly normal for an organ of this age) over the years, and needs: 

 Re-leathering of Great and Swell divisions  
 (many flexible parts of the organ are leather, which wear out after a while) $30,250 

 New digital console relay and combination action   
 (update 52-year-old electronics to digital) $35,000—$45,000 

 Balancing out patchy network of voices   
(some pipes were not installed when the organ was new, others have become     
damaged over the years). This will include:   

 5 new ranks 
 Revoicing 5 other ranks 
 Moving 2 ranks to better position 
 Total revision of Choir division $75,000 

 Total cost   $150,000 
 This will be about eight months of work, including four months with no organ. We would love to have our 
organ back by Christmas and so are ask for pledges by March 31, and payments completed by May 31. 

 In addition, we need to establish a $2000/year Organ Maintenance Fund that can accumulate to cover 
future upgrades and repairs. We currently have $9500 in our Music Guild Fund that will become the seed 
money for this Fund. 

We invite your partnership in enabling our organ to lead us beautifully for years to come! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

St Francis Organ Capital Campaign 
Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Email:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
City, Zip:…………………………………………………….………. Phone:…………………………………………………. 
 

To the glory of God, I will contribute the following for repairing and upgrading the church organ: 
$5,000_________ $2500__________ $1000__________ $500________ $250___________ Other $______________ 
 

Please attach form, and make checks payable to St Francis Church, with Church Organ Fund in the memo line, and either 
drop in the collection plate, give to Mary in the church office, or mail to: Elaine Mistele, St Francis Church, 2200 Via Rosa, 
PVE, CA 90274. Or email Elaine.mistele@stfrancispalosverdes.org to ask about electronic gift or credit card donations.  

Thank you for your donation by May 31st, 2017 
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Outreach at St. Francis
“ Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”

Our St. Francis family is very active in supporting several programs in our area, around the Diocese, and the 
world. To see details and pictures of each area, please visit us on the web at www.stfrancispalosverdes.org/
outreach.  
The following pages give details of the programs we currently support and their immediate needs. Please 
consider how you might be able to make a difference.  
Additional information is available by contacting our new Shepherd for Outreach Sue Egan, via email at 
susanegan065@gmail.com, or via the church office on 310 375-4617. 

A Few Things to Remember for 
Physical Donations 
(clothes, toys, school supplies for Mama Hill's Help, clothes, towels, foods, etc.), 
Please...
•	 don't	put	dirty	or	stained	items	in	any	of	the	bins; clean, unstained, and whole (not needing mending) items 

are best;
•	 check expiration dates on canned and boxed foods; we don't want to run the risk of making anyone ill;
•	 think	about	the	weight	of	your	donations; one large, heavy bag should be converted to two smaller (or less full) 

bags so that we can transport it not only to our cars, but to the donee's location; in gentlest terms, we are a small 
(but mighty), mostly older group doing the lugging!

•	 let me know if you have plans to donate computers and/or accessories; there is only limited storage and lim-
ited need at Mama Hill's Help.

Last, but certainly not least, accept the heartfelt gratitude of the folks at St. Luke's who work with the homeless 
population,	and	Mama	Hill	and	her	small	volunteer	staff,	as well as the homeless and the Cookies of Mama Hill's 
themselves, who receive your generosity.  Both organizations have other area charities to which they donate over-
flows, so there is a small circle of folks who will see that your donations are put to good use.

Thank you! Blessings and peace, Jayne, Marcia Schoettle, Richard and Sue Egan, John Henebry & Gerry Gill.

St Luke’s Shower and Breakfast Ministry 
for the Homeless

St. Luke's Shower and Breakfast Program for the Homeless is one of several vital Outreach min-
istries at St. Francis.  Our usual bi-monthly turn finds us assisting with a warm breakfast, shower 
monitoring, clothes distribution, and sharing of God’s many blessings with our brothers and sis-
ters who are experiencing homelessness. 
Everyone is welcome to join us at St. Luke’s on our assigned days.  This is a small commitment 
of time that results in immeasurable blessings to the clients and to the volunteers as well.   Please 
consider joining us whenever you can!
Next date:  March 19th (third Saturdays of every other month)
We start at 7 a.m. and are typically done by 10-10:30.  Come for all or come for part - your help is 
greatly needed and greatly appreciated.  
While not particularly good for younger children, teens and tweens are welcome.
Any questions?  See John Henebry or call him at 310-977-1214 (cell) or email to john@pacificinspectionsinc.com. 

In John’s words, “Feed one, feed all.”

John Henebry



March 2017

Page 12

Outreach at St. Francis
“ Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”
St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund

Scholar Update

Designs for Dining 2017
Designs for Dining is the annual fundraiser for the St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund 
(SFOSF)
The Designs for Dining committee would like to thank anyone who helped in any way our annual fundraiser for the 
St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund (SFOSF).  We and the students thank you.
A full report will appear in the April Bellinger.

Hi from the Designs for Dining Co-Chairs, 
Cheryl Gutierrez and Robin Pano
The photos below ....were taken at Designs for Dining 2016 
when our 1st two recipients, Lorena Gonzalez Wade and 
Angelina Gonzalez came to speak about their scholarships 
that helped them complete their bachelors degrees.  These 
sisters were the only daughters of our late Sexton, Victor 
Gonzalez.
Lorena completed her Bachelor of Science Degree at Pep-
perdine University. This December she completed her 
MBA at the Graziadio School of Business Management 
at Pepperdine finishing first in her class, after working a 
number of years as a physical therapy assistant. 
Angelina completed her Bachelor of Arts Degree at UC 
Santa Barbara and just completed her license to be a 
Speech Pathologist for Audio and Hearing aids.

Angelina and Lo-
rena with Robin 
Pano, and Cheryl 
Gutierrez; and 
Lorena’s Master’s 
graduation!!

Magazines and paperback books needed for prison ministry
Prism, the diocese's restorative justice ministry, which provides chaplains for Los Ange-
les County jails and hospitals, is in need of magazines for distribution in the jails. 
Preferred magazines include Christian Century, Sojourners, Time, National Geographic, 
The Atlantic, Smithsonian, Oprah, Parents, Self, Glamor and Allure. 
Paperback books are also welcome, specifically those from important spiritual writers 
and theologians such as Thomas Merton, Joan Chittister, Brian McLaren, Richard Rohr, 
Rob Bell, Matthew Fox, Cynthia Bourgeault, etc. 
Any books on the mystics are needed, along with Practicing the Presence of God by 

Brother Lawrence, and books on domestic violence, addiction and recovery, and contemplative practice. Prism especially 
needs copies of God Believes in Love, by Bishop Gene Robinson, and God and the Gay Christian, by Matthew Vines. All 
books must be in paperback format. For further information, contact the Rev. Dennis Gibbs, 213.482.2040 or dgibbs@
ladiocese.org.
For full details of the LA Diocese Prism program visit http://prism.ladiocese.org/
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Episcopal Church Women (ECW)
All St Francis Women are Automatically Members of the ECW

Among other events, the ECW sponsors the Annual St Francis Antique Show.
As in any Episcopal church, all women of the parish are automatically a member.
In addition, many of us are members of one or more of the Guilds, which are smaller groups who meet for social fel-
lowship and also to support various outreach or charitable causes.

How Do I Join?
We would love to see you at any of our events or meetings - just come along! Check out our Website Guilds page, and 
if any one or more appeals to you, contact the Chair for more information.
If you ever want to learn more about any of the guilds of the ECW, details and meeting times can be found on the par-
ish website or feel free to ask me. 

Anna Eakins, ECW co-President
Contact	via	the	church	office	on	-	310	375	4617.

News for March
The February ECW meeting was an opportunity to thank those who are always there to say yes and to greet newcomers. 
We had 2 women who were exploring what our parish offers and it gave us an opportunity a little history of our 
groups and activities. If you were not able to attend. Please feel free to come to any meeting listed in our bulletin or this 
Bellringer. 
Next meeting Sunday April 2, after the 10:00 service.

We are continuing our Meet the Women series and hope you are enjoying it.

Meet The Women of the Parish - Patt Parker

So how did it happen that 
a kid born in a small 
town in Southern Utah 

came to live in Palos Verdes?  
Well, to start at the beginning, my 
parents met in another small town 
in Southern Utah.  My mom was 
teaching school and living in a 
boarding house, my dad was living 
in the same boarding house, hav-
ing come to Utah because of an 

interest in some mines in the area.  He had been in the 
United States for a couple of years, after getting his PhD in 
chemical engineering from a university near his home in 
Dresden, Germany.  The story was that he was given a trip 
to the United States as a graduation present.  He came, 
not knowing English, traveled the country, loved it  and 
stayed. 
Jobs were hard to come by in pre-World War II America 
and we move around a lot, wherever work could be 
found. At age four we were living in the northwest corner 
of Montana where dad was working as a gold miner.  
Then on to Southern California for another job, then 
Northern California and back to SoCal.   My dad lived 
the American dream, starting his own successful business 
when I was eight years old.  

That same year my mother became very ill so I was put 
in foster homes for a couple of years, then in boarding 
schools through high school. As mom’s health improved 
I was back home during my college years at Pomona Col-
lege in Claremont.   Then as last I was on my own, teach-
ing school in Whittier and so happy to be independent. 
My dear husband, Bill, and I were introduced by his mom, 
a great mother-in-law. As newly- weds we also moved a 
lot.  First to Atlanta, Georgia, then to Florida, North Caro-
lina, and Texas where our first child was born.  Then back 
to California and to Palos Verdes, because my husband 
loved the ocean and was willing to commute to Los Ange-
les. This is where we have lived ever since, and where our 
second daughter was born.  Wherever we lived the local 
Episcopal Church was a welcoming home for us. 
While my primary vocation has been as a homemaker 
for our family I always liked to work outside the home as 
well. First as a full-time teacher or school social worker 
before our daughters were born. Then after our daughters 
were born, as a volunteer in school or Scouts, as a Sunday 
School teacher at St. Frances and other volunteer op-
portunities at church and for eleven years as a substitute 
teacher.  Then when our younger daughter went off to 
college so did I, to UCLA, to study for a Master’s Degree 
in Library and Information Science.  It was a lot of fun to 

Contd on next page...
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Parish Calendar— Recurring Events - February 2017
Day Time/Location
Sundays
Holy Eucharist Rite I 8am Chapel

Sunday School
Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:55am / Follow Sign information
10am Main Church

AA meeting 7pm Board Room

Wednesdays
Holy Eucharist Rite I 12:10pm/Chapel

Day Time/Location
Mondays
Connecting with God 7pm Library
Education for Ministry 6pm Board Room
Thursdays
Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm - 9pm Choir Room

Alcoholic Anon-Al-Anon 7:30pm/Board Room/Library

be back on a college campus.  After graduating I luckily 
was selected for a position as a Children’s Librarian at the 
Torrance Public Library and spent ten very happy and 
satisfying years there.
Since retiring I have enjoyed volunteering as a docent at 
the Point Vicente Interpretive Center, raising a Guide Dog 
puppy for Guide Dogs for the Blind and participating 
in many other projects with the Los Angeles Southwest 
Guide Dog Puppy Raisers, as well as working with the 
Peninsula Committee for the Los Angeles Philharmonic 
Orchestra, BARK Reading Dogs and returning to the Altar 
Chapter at St. Francis.
Traveling to many interesting places throughout the 
world and the United States, gardening, reading, learning, 
hiking, cooking, entertaining and loving friends and fam-
ily have been primary joys in my life. 
When challenges and difficulties came along I have been 
so blessed with support from my husband, daughters, 
grandchildren, friends and the pastors at St. Francis. 
L’chaim!

Patt Parker

Contd from p. 9

Meet The Women of the Parish - Patt Parker

Patt at the controls 
of the Goodyear Blimp!!!!!!!!

Happy and Scary! St Teresa’s 
Chinese New Year Party!!
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Parish Calendar — March 2017
Event Date Time Location
Altar Guild Meeting 3/1/2017 9:00 AM Board Room
ASH WEDNESDAY 3/1/2017 12:10 PM Chapel
Ministry Council - no meeting tonight 3/1/2017 6:30 PM Board Room
ASH WEDNESDAY 3/1/2017 7:00 PM Church
La Leche Meeting 3/2/2017 10:00 AM Library
SAGES ON THE MOVE! 3/2/2017 1:45 PM Chen Art Gallery Tour - Torrance
Azure Verde Beaders 3/3/2017 9:00 AM Board Room
Dorothy Rathbun Memorial Service & Reception 3/3/2017 1:00 PM Chapel
CRASH! and eMERGE 3/5/2017 4:00 PM Youth Room - Parish Hall Stage Area
Lenten Supper Series 3/8/2017 6:00 PM Parish Hall & Kitchen
Undie Sunday - St. Luke's 3/12/2017 10:00 AM Church Patio
Episcopal and Anglican Spiritual Writers - 
Evelyn Underhill

3/12/2017 9:00 AM Board Room

Building & Grounds Meeting 3/12/2017 9:15 AM Library
Episcopal and Anglican Spiritual Writers - 
Evelyn Underhill

3/12/2017 11:30 AM Board Room

CRASH! and eMERGE 3/12/2017 4:00 PM Youth Room - Parish Hall Stage Area
Vestry 3/14/2017 7:00 PM Board Room
Lenten Supper Series 3/15/2017 6:00 PM Parish Hall & Kitchen
CRASH! and eMERGE Great Egg Boil 3/17/2017 6:00 PM Kitchen, Board Room and Parish Hall
St. Luke's Shower & Breakfast 3/18/2017 7:00 AM Long Beach
Orchestra Rehearsal 3/18/2017 9:00 AM Church & Choir Room
Episcopal and Anglican Spiritual Writers - 
John Donne

3/19/2017 9:00 AM Board Room

Episcopal and Anglican Spiritual Writers - 
John Donne

3/19/2017 11:30 AM Board Room

CRASH! and eMERGE 3/19/2017 4:00 PM Youth Room - Parish Hall Stage Area
Evensong 3/19/2017 4:00 PM Church & Choir Room
LENTEN QUIET DAY 3/21/2017 9:00 AM Board Room, CHAPEL & Grounds
Lenten Supper Series 3/22/2017 6:00 PM Parish Hall & Kitchen
Azure Verde Meeting 3/23/2017 9:00 AM Board Room
Episcopal and Anglican Spiritual Writers - C.S. Lewis 3/26/2017 9:00 AM Board Room
Episcopal and Anglican Spiritual Writers - C.S. Lewis 3/26/2017 11:30 AM Board Room
CRASH! and eMERGE 3/26/2017 4:00 PM Youth Room - Parish Hall Stage Area
St. Anne's Meeting 3/27/2017 7:00 PM Parish Hall & Kitchen
Taizé - Service of Healing and Wholeness 3/28/2017 7:00 PM Chapel & Board Room
Lenten Supper Series 3/29/2017 6:00 PM Parish Hall & Kitchen
Azure Verde Meeting 3/30/2017 9:00 AM Board Room
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St. Francis Episcopal Church
2200 Via Rosa (At Palos Verdes Blvd)
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org  
310-375-4617/ FAX 310-791-2740
The Very Rev. Paula Vukmanic, Rector and Dean of Deanery 8
The Rev. Peter Huang, Associate Rector
Mrs. Kate Buchen, Minister for Children and Families
Dr.	Jeannie	Cobb, Director of Music, Youth and the Arts
Mr. Hank Gatlin, Coordinator of Shared Ministries
Dr. Hyunju Hwang, Organist  
Dr. Susan Marshall, Communications Specialist 
Joel Miranda, Sexton
Elaine Mistele, Business Manager
Mary Sanchez, Office Administrator

Articles and comments are welcome.
Submit to publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, 
or to the church office By the 15th of each month
Change service requested
Time dated material

No LoNger AtteNdiNg st FrANcis? 
If	you	would	like	to	stop	receiving	the	Bellringer,	please	help	us	save	costs	by	contacting	the	Parish	Office	—		
Phone: 310-375-4617, Email: mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org	or	FAX	310-791-2740.	THANK	YOU!

Lenten
TaizÉ

 
Tuesday, March 28th

7pm Chapel

Next TaizÉ
April 25th


