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From Mo. Paula
The Very Rev. 
Paula Vukmanic, 

paula.vukmanic@ 
stfrancispalosverdes.org 

310 375 4617 ext 223

I received a pretty challenging 
email the other day. It was 
right after lunch and the view 
from my church office win-

dow was as inspiring as ever. 
In other words, I was in a peaceful space 
and assumed the afternoon would continue 
on as such and I would be able to work on 
some things that were long overdue and 
needed some thoughtful analysis. So, after 
lunch that day, I checked to see if I had any 
new emails before shifting gears 
for the work required for some 
special projects, like preparation 
for the Vestry Retreat in Febru-
ary.
I saw a new email that began in 
the subject line with the word, 
“Help!” I opened it and read a 
long, thoughtful email describ-
ing their angst and questions 
surrounding our current politi-
cal climate. My stomach sank.
I do not have answers. I am not the Messiah; 
he already came. But I do know I want to 
listen to understand. I pray to be an instru-
ment of peace and to foster within our par-
ish an acceptance of our differences, to seek 
unity by putting on the mind of Christ. The 
end of my email response included the fol-
lowing: “I live each day knowing that God’s 
power is greater than all my weaknesses, 
that the ‘foolishness of the cross’ is the great 
contradiction that lives in our midst, that 
God is right here, right now. I pray with raw 
faith for guidance.”
St. Paul is helping me face the challenges 
of our times. Paul had worked very hard 
among the people of the bustling seaport 
city of Corinth, establishing a fledgling 
community of believers in Jesus Christ. 
Eventually, Paul left Corinth but wrote let-
ters back to them when he heard how they 
had become a divided church community, 
quarrelling and arguing over different top-

ics and spiritual issues. In the beginning of 
his letter to them he wrote: “When I came to 
you, brothers and sisters, I did not come pro-
claiming the mystery of God to you in lofty 
words or wisdom. For I decided to know 
nothing among you except Jesus and him 
crucified. And I came to you in weakness 
and in fear and in trembling. My speech and 
my proclamation were not with plausible 
words of wisdom, but with a demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith 
might rest not on human wisdom but on the 
power of God.” (1 Cor. 2:1-5)

And, that is how I feel and attempt to live. 
I serve you feeling at times inadequate, as 
we all do at various times, yet relying on 
a power greater than myself. It is now, at 
this time and in this place, that each of us is 
called to realize how we live, how we listen 
and how we speak makes all the difference 
in the world as we follow in the footsteps 
of our crucified and risen Jesus. Not easy 
indeed.
May God bless each of you with the grace 
you most need to be at peace and an instru-
ment of peace, to listen and discern with the 
eyes of your heart and to speak and to act 
in the truth and love of God, continuing the 
mission of Jesus on earth.
With much love and care for each of you,

Paula+

“I want to listen to understand. 

I pray to be an instrument of peace, and 
to foster within our parish an acceptance 
of our differences, to seek unity by put-

ting on the mind of Christ. “
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Sunday Sermons
Online 

Missed a Sunday, or 
want to hear the sermon 
again? 
Find them at:
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Sermons online.

Find out what’s on...
Go to 
stfrancispalosverdes.
org Calendar. 
This online calendar 
serves as our master 
calendar for the parish. 
Printed copies of the 
current and upcoming 
week are available in 
our weekly worship 
bulletin. 

Full Calendar 
See inside final page(s).

Bellringer 
Submissions
The deadline for submis-
sions is the 15th of each 
month.  
Please email to 
publications
@stfrancispalosverdes.org   
or deliver to the Publica-
tions box in the Parish 
Office. 

Worship!
Sundays

8 a.m. Rite I in the 
Chapel
9:55am Children’s 
Christian formation 
programs
10 a.m. Rite II in the 
Church

Private Prayer
The Baptistry of the 
Chapel, and the Nason 
Prayer Chapel in the 
Main Church are always 
available for private 
prayer between services.

Wednesdays
12:10 pm 
Bring your lunch, if 
you’d like. Following a 
brief informal service 
in the Chapel, you are 
invited to eat and enjoy 
informal conversation 
with St. Francis’ clergy 
and staff.

PhotograPhy
We are always looking for photographs of the people and 
places of St Francis church. If you have photos you would 
be happy for us to use in our published materials, please 
feel free to send them to Susan Marshall at: publications@
stfrancispalosverdes.org.
Note - if you would prefer that photos of yourself (other 
than unidentified in large group shots), and/or photos of 
your minor children, not be used, please contact the church 
office - mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org.

Like us on Facebook - St Francis Palos Verdes, 
and Twitter: @stfrancispalosverdes

Mailing List

February 2017

Congratulations to Scott!
We are proud to an-
nounce that our verger 
Scott Crowell has 
been appointed to the 
Verger's Guild of the 
Episcopal Church*, An-
nual Conference Com-
mittee. 
The committee works 
on improving upcoming 
annual conferences and 
provides assistance and 
information to parishes 
or dioceses considering 
hosting a VGEC annual 
conference. 
The Annual Conference 
Committee is proud to 
have Scott join and contribute to this committee. 
Scott Crowell, FVGEC
St Francis Episcopal Church, 
Palos Verdes Estates, CA
VGEC Annual Conference Committee Member

*The Vergers Guild of the Episcopal Church (VGEC) is a service 
organization that supports the ministry of the verger. A verger 
is a member of the laity who works under the direction of their 
Rector, Vicar, or Priest-in-Charge to assist with the organiza-
tion and operation of religious services in the Episcopal Church 
in the US, the Anglican Church of Canada, the Church of Eng-
land, and world-wide throughout the Anglican Communion.
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New Vestry members & 
representatives to Convention

Lenten Supper Series - Weds. March 8, 15, 22, 29, 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

God’s Operating System: Desiring A New Way For A New Day
“Did you ever wonder why loving God and your neighbor is such a challenge? Our 
Lenten Series will explore the human path towards God from the Garden to the Cross 
offering insights and practices that can enrich our lives as Christians and increase our 
capacity to love, forgive, and to desire and live into God’s Operating System more and 
more. This will be an interactive time of learning and sharing our experiences. I look 
forward to seeing you and sharing this Lent together.” - the Rev. Bob Cornner
The Reverend Canon Robert (Bob) Cornner retired in November 2015 from fifteen years 
as Rector of Christ Church, Redondo Beach. If he seems familiar to you, it might be 
because he had ministered at St. Francis in the 1990s as an Associate! He had also served 
as a public school teacher and high school principal as well as a chaplain at various Drug 
and Alcohol and Acute Psychiatric units in the South Bay. Bob is very active in the life 
and ministry of our Diocese and currently serves as an adjunct priest at St. Cross Church, 
Hermosa Beach.

First of all a thank you:
At our Annual Meeting held on January 29, 2017 we said 
thank you to outgoing Vestry members Laurie Anderson, 
Ginger Bredesen, Dick Cantine and Terri Tsuchida.   They 
faithfully served our parish for three years and partici-
pated with wisdom, creativity and offered important 
insights and timely questions during our monthly Vestry 
meetings.  Dick and Ginger were the authors of the His-
tory Booklet of St Francis.  Ginger organized emergency 
preparedness diagrams and plans.   Dick also sat on the 
Finance Committee.  Terri co-chaired a Winter Festival in 
December of 2015 and helped in the landscaping design of 
the space behind the church and below the offices.  Laurie 
was on a second “tour of duty” and gave leadership in 
our discernment process and parish conversations before 
I was called as Rector.   These are just highlights of their 
invaluable contributions.
We welcome the new Vestry members voted in at our 
Annual meeting and look forward to working with the 
unique gifts and talents that each has to offer: Kelly 
Lynch, Amanda MacLennan, Darryl Tillman and Tina van 
der Velden.
Congratulations to the delegates and alternates to the 
2017 Diocesan Convention.  Given out voting history 
they were voted by acclamation at the Annual Meeting:  
Hank and Suzanne Gatlin will be our delegates along 
with John Henebry who will be the Vestry delegate. Our 
alternates are Albert and Susie Zimmerman and Scott 
Crowell.
To our new vestry members and diocesan convention 
representatives, I say thank you for your willingness to 
serve.  You each make a difference!   Thank you to all the 
lay leadership of our parish!
We are in this together! Paula+

 

"Sacred Conversations"
Sunday February 19, 
Board Room, after both services

• Are you a good listener? 
• How does one seek to understand another person? 
• What are the ingredients of sacred conversations? 
Rev. Peter will teach this adult education class on the 
art of sacred conversations. 
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Confirmation at St Francis Church on Sunday May 21, 2017!
On Sunday, May 21, 2017, Bishop Diane Bruce will celebrate 
Eucharist at both the 8 and 10AM services and administer the 
sacrament of Confirmation for our parish at the 10. Besides the 
Rite of Confirmation, Bishop Diane will also reaffirm the baptis-
mal vows for those who wish, and formally receive into the Epis-
copal Church anyone who was confirmed in another denomina-
tion. See below for special details!

Confirmation for teens
Confirmation is a choice! Confirmation is a “public affirmation and commitment to the responsibilities of Baptism” 
and it is a renewal in a commitment to Jesus Christ.  The teen Confirmation program at St Francis is simple; it is an ex-
ploration of the Baptismal Covenant as it relates to the challenges we face being a Christian in the world today. The teen 
program is rooted in understanding the impact of a Christian set of values. The tools of the program are group discus-
sions, reflection material, prayer, scripture, the Book of Common Prayer, and presentations …all in an engaging, enjoy-
able process.  
Through Constant Contact the details will be sent out to CRASH! and eMERGE teens. Mo. Paula+ will be a part of this 
preparation time, as well as some adult lay leaders.
Contact Jeannie Cobb jean.cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org, our youth director, to register. 

Confirmation for Adults
If you are a baptized adult, but have not been confirmed, you are invited to consider this sacramental rite in the Epis-
copal Church. Confirmation is a public affirmation of faith and a commitment to the responsibilities of Baptism. The 
preparation sessions are developed through the questions and faith stories of those participating. Paula+ would like to 
meet with any adults who would like to receive this sacrament for two sessions of preparation. 

Adults who have been confirmed in another denomination
If you received the sacrament of confirmation in the Roman Catholic Church or another mainline Church, such as Lu-
theran, on May 21 you can be “received” into the Episcopal Church by the bishop. Paula+ would like to include those 
who want to be “received” into our church in a two session preparation program. It is also possible for someone to par-
take in the “reaffirmation of baptismal vows”. The adults who want to be confirmed “received”, or reaffirm their baptis-
mal vows will meet together. 
Please contact Paula+ to talk about these special opportunities to grow in and publically celebrate one’s faith!
Dates TBA dependent on what is convenient for the adults.

Sunday, March 19, 4:00pm
Rehearsals - beginning now.
The St Francis Choir will lead a service of Evensong on 
Sunday, March 19 at 4:00. Our worship will be prompted 
by Psalms and Canticles, and by choruses from the Lenten 
portion of Handel's Messiah. Singers are invited to come 
join the choir for this wonderful music. Rehearsals are 
Thursday evenings from 7:15 to 8:00, plus one Saturday 
morning. We have already begun, so come join us! 
Contact Jeannie Cobb with questions and to reserve a spot 
-  jean.cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org

Evensong Singers Now's your chance...
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Lenten 
Devotional 
Guide by 
Members of St. 
Francis Church

This year we will journey 
through Lent together with 
a daily devotional guide 
written by the people of St. 
Francis Church! Compiled 
by Kristina Pelá and the Rev. 
Peter Huang, this devotional 
guide features daily reflec-
tions each day of Lent and 
Holy Week. The devotional 
guide will be made available 
on Sunday, February 26 at 
both services as well as on 
Ash Wednesday. Please come 
by to pick up a copy so you 
can be a part of this journey 
we are taking together as a 
church family!

Don’t simply build a 
meaningful Lent — 
build a meaningful life!!  
Here’s one way to begin …
Join Kristina Pelá for an 8-week-long life group to be 
formed during Lent.  
Meetings start Thursday morning, March 2 (day after 
Ash Wednesday), then every Thursday morning through 
Maundy Thursday, April 13th.  (Exact meeting time TBD, 
depending on the needs of the group; meetings will last 
approximately 90 minutes).
Each week we will focus on one dimension of Christian 
discipleship as seen in the life of Jesus Christ.  In doing so, 
we will learn (and practice for ourselves!) various spiri-
tual disciplines and share our experiences when we come 
together.
Each person will receive his/her own personal copy of 
Renovaré’s “A Spiritual Formation Workbook,” which will 
be the foundation for our discussion and spiritual exer-
cises.  A donation of $15 is suggested to cover the cost of 
the book.
For questions or information, please contact Kristina 
Pelá (310-375-9823 - home), text (310-941-2498) or e-mail 
(krab3@yahoo.com)!

“We are spiritual beings on an earthly journey”

Lent 
2017

Ash Wednesday, March 1
Imposition of Ashes with Holy Eucharist
12:10pm and 7pm in our chapel

“Ashes to go!” 
will be available 
in Malaga Cove in 
front of The Ranch 
Market:
2:00pm-3:30pm

Lent 2017
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Families and Kids Pre-K thru 5th Grade

Kate Buchen
Minister for Children and 
Families
emilykatebuchen@yahoo.com

Sunday School: Where and When 
We begin at 9:55am.  Please sign-in your child(ren) at the 
age appropriate room.
We have two Godly Play rooms.

Children ages 3 to 5 ½ will meet 
in “level 1” on the left of the Par-
ish Hall stage.
Children ages 6 to 11 will meet in 
the NEW “level 2” in the center of 
the Parish Hall stage.
Nursery Care ages 0-3 will now 
be provided in the NURSERY to the left stage side - 
accessible from the back hallway 

Sunday School General Information
Everyone can see the details of what is being taught, and how, by checking out the  
Parent Pages for the Stories on our website - under Families and Kids/pre-K thru 5th grade/
Parent Pages.
We will be coming in to church after the Sermon, usually during the Peace, Announcements 
or Offertory.  We continue to offer the Sunday Paper which introduces the lectionary for the 
day as well as crayons and books.  They are located in the Narthex, to the left as you enter 
church.
During Holy Communion, if you do not wish your child(ren) to receive, they are welcome to 
receive a blessing instead by crossing both hands over their chest while kneeling at the altar rail.

Find Your Way!!
Our Building and Grounds 
Committee has made it easier 
for families to find their way to 
the Sunday School and Youth 
Programs with the installation 
of the signs near the front of 
the Parish Hall and near the 
doorway to the hallway lead-
ing to the rooms.  Thank you 
to them to make it clear where 
we offer quality programs for 
babies, children and youth of 
St. Francis.

VBS returns to St. Francis!
Mark your calendars for June 26 - June 30 this year.
Planning Meeting - Sun, March 19, after 10am worship

A committee of volunteer staff is forming. I can use lots 
of support and your talents to make this week fun and 
exciting. As you can see from the group photo, we have 
upwards of 50 kids ages 4-11 at our VBS.
Let's all meet together on Sunday, March 19 in the Board-
room after church, to begin planning out the details for 
crafts, snacks, games, decorations, T-shirts and publicity.
Kate.
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Middle & High School 
Youth Groups
CRASH! & eMERGE! 
CRASH! -  6th-8th grade fellowship;   
eMeRGE! -  9th through 12th grades

All youth in 6th through 12th grades are invited to join 
together to have fun, talk about stuff, and study God’s 
word for our lives. We meet from 4:00-6:00pm on Sunday 
afternoons for games, some kind of arts (music, drama, 
dance, visual arts), Bible Study, and conversation. There 
are lots of laughs! For our study and sharing we meet 
in two groups - Crash! (6th-8th), and eMerge (9th-12th). 
We usually begin in the lower parking lot and end in the 
Parish Hall. Contact: Dr Jeannie Cobb, (310) 375-4617, ext 
228. jeannie.cobb@stfrancispalosverdes.org

New Day and Time!
Pre-Lent Pancake Breakfast, 
Sunday, Feb 26, after both services

This year our former Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
will become breakfast on the last Sunday before Lent-
-February 26. Plan to linger after church to enjoy pan-
cakes and all the works. 
Our Youth will be chefs and hosts for this fun event, 
which usually culminates in pancake tosses and races 
(categories for all ages!). 

Come hungry!

Families and Kids Pre-K thru 5th Grade (Contd)

How Our Children Can 
Support  Episcopal Relief & 
Development this Lent

Have you noticed the blue 
trash can in the kitchen 
near the boardroom door?  
Its purpose is to collect 
all of those empty plastic 
water bottles we use on a 

regular basis.  The children in the Sunday School program 
have been collecting the bottles with the goal of using the 
money from the recycling to go towards a meaningful 
outreach opportunity.  We have looked into the giving 
program through the ER&D and found some wonder-
ful, concrete and sustainable options!  On the ER&D site 
(http://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-you-can-do/gifts-
for-life/all-gifts) Gifts for Life we will show the children 
the options in the next coming weeks and let them make 
the decision on what option to support. Gifts for Life is 
a valuable way we can help Episcopal Relief & Develop-
ment make a lasting difference in the lives of those in 
need.
When the children make the choice they will give gifts 
that nourish and sustain. They will help impoverished 
families alleviate hunger and produce a food supply that 
is nutritious, easily available and affordable.
The gifts available in our price range now are:
•	 Bees can transform the lives of small-scale farmers 

whose land is too poor to accommodate livestock. 
Your gift provides bees, apiary training and a whole 
new source of income through the sale of honey and 
beeswax. ($55)

•	 Goats are hardy, reproduce 
quickly and can be raised in a 
variety of climates to produce 
staple items such as milk, 
cheese and manure for farm-
ing.( $80)

Please consider dropping off any empty plastic beverage 
bottles in the blue trash can in the kitchen (marked with 
Sunday School Recycling) to help us with this incredibly 
easy, but life-giving outreach opportunity.
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Outreach at St. Francis
“ Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”

Our St. Francis family is very active in supporting several programs in our area, around the Diocese, and the 
world. To see details and pictures of each area, please visit us on the web at www.stfrancispalosverdes.org/
outreach.  
The following pages give details of the programs we currently support and their immediate needs. Please 
consider how you might be able to make a difference.  
Additional information is available by contacting our new Shepherd for Outreach Sue Egan, via email at 
susanegan065@gmail.com, or via the church office on 310 375-4617. 

A Few Things to Remember for 
Physical Donations 
(clothes, toys, school supplies for Mama Hill's Help, clothes, towels, foods, etc.), 
Please...
•	 don't put dirty or stained items in any of the bins; clean, unstained, and whole (not needing mending) items 

are best;
•	 check expiration dates on canned and boxed foods; we don't want to run the risk of making anyone ill;
•	 think about the weight of your donations; one large, heavy bag should be converted to two smaller (or less full) 

bags so that we can transport it not only to our cars, but to the donee's location; in gentlest terms, we are a small 
(but mighty), mostly older group doing the lugging!

•	 let me know if you have plans to donate computers and/or accessories; there is only limited storage and lim-
ited need at Mama Hill's Help.

Last, but certainly not least, accept the heartfelt gratitude of the folks at St. Luke's who work with the homeless 
population,	and	Mama	Hill	and	her	small	volunteer	staff,	as well as the homeless and the Cookies of Mama Hill's 
themselves, who receive your generosity.  Both organizations have other area charities to which they donate over-
flows, so there is a small circle of folks who will see that your donations are put to good use.

Thank you! Blessings and peace, Jayne, Marcia Schoettle, Richard and Sue Egan, John Henebry & Gerry Gill.

St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund
Designs for Dining 2017 - Friday February 24, 10:00am - 7:30pm

Feeling Creative?  
Want to try your hand at designing a tables-
cape for our annual Designs for Dining event 
on February 24, 2017?  
Don't have the dishes?  We have the dishes..

 Contact Ann Cullen at bcullen617@aol.com 
or (424)224-7007 

Go to p.12 for much more about Designs for Dining!!!
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Outreach at St. Francis
“ Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”

Mama Hill’s Help
Christmas Party 2016

What a great time was had by all!!
A big thank you to all those from St Francis, who attend-
ed the party. It meant so much to Mama and all those to 
whom she ministers to through the years.
On behalf of the people at Mama Hills Help, those chil-
dren and their families that Millicent Hill works tirelessly 
to help, Sue Egan would also like to say thank you to St 
Francis for your generous gifts of food, gift cards and 
money, which made the party at Christmas a great suc-
cess.
Thank you all!

Reading List Book Donations
Mama Hill’s Help has recently formed a ‘speciality 
school’, with Mama as ‘teacher adviser’. At the last count, 
15 students are enrolled. A few of the students have 
babies, a particular challenge (diapers and formula are 
always needed!). The students are in need of core curricu-
lum books in order to try to finish their diplomas - see list 
below: 
Mama thanks all from St. Francis who continue to sup-
port and contribute to her program.

LAUSD Required Reading List
1.   The Great Gatsby
2.    Native Son
3.    I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
4.    The Bluest Eye
5.    Things Fall Apart
6.    Bless Me, Ultima
7.    Tess of the d’Ubervilles
8.    Jubilee
9.    Night
10.  Of Mice and Men
11.  Grapes of Wrath
12.  1984
13.  The Red Badge of Courage
14.  Tom Sawyer
15.  The Old Man and the Sea
16.  Scarlett

***This is only a portion of the core curriculum literature
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Outreach at St. Francis
“ Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”

St Luke’s Shower and Breakfast Ministry 
for the Homeless

St. Luke's Shower and Breakfast Program for the Homeless is one of several vital Outreach min-
istries at St. Francis.  Our usual bi-monthly turn finds us assisting with a warm breakfast, shower 
monitoring, clothes distribution, and sharing of God’s many blessings with our brothers and sis-
ters who are experiencing homelessness. 
Everyone is welcome to join us at St. Luke’s on our assigned days.  This is a small commitment 
of time that results in immeasurable blessings to the clients and to the volunteers as well.   Please 
consider joining us whenever you can!
Next date:  March 19th (third Saturdays of every other month)
We start at 7 a.m. and are typically done by 10-10:30.  Come for all or come for part - your help is 
greatly needed and greatly appreciated.  
While not particularly good for younger children, teens and tweens are welcome.
Any questions?  See John Henebry or call him at 310-977-1214 (cell) or email to john@pacificinspectionsinc.com. 

In John’s words, “Feed one, feed all.”

John Henebry

WOW, what a morning to remember at our last visit on 
January 21!!
The St. Luke’s Ministry of feeding the Homeless had 
record number of volunteers, 18 by my count. 
We also had some newcomers, Hank Gatlin, and Carolyn 
and Natalie Say Carpenter.
The flow of our guests started slow, but then picked up, 
in fact we ran out of food and made 15+ gallons of soup, 
6 gallons of hot chocolate and 14 gallons of coffee. A near 
record day. (don’t forget the 60+ lbs of banana’s and ba-
nana bread and fruit cocktail and and and…..)
Keep up your prayers for the less fortunate than us and…
Feed one…Feed All
John

email from a volunteer
Congratulations to all on a job well done (as always).  
Wanted to share with you all how many of the "clients" 
thanked me (as they received that hot chocolate with 
whipped creme) on behalf of St. Francis for providing the 
food and drink and the feeling of love that they felt.  
Could not count the number of folks who simply said 
"God bless you for all you are doing."
This ministry is full of blessings!
By Jayne Bray

Yes, we do have bananas - 60lbs of them in fact...!!!

The smiles on the faces 
of these volunteers tell 

the story of what this 
Ministry means to 

the givers as much as 
to the receivers!
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Outreach at St. Francis
“ Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”

St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund

Staffing
If you are signed up for a shift, and need to make a 
change, or would like to volunteer, email Rita Fork, 
afork1@aol.com, or call (310)378-3888.
Staffing lists will be posted in the church office and also 
in the kitchen. Name tags will be kept on the volunteer 
desk in the office.

Food
We ask the parish for help in providing our tea time 
refreshments for
Friday, February 24, cookies, bars, tea sandwiches etc. 
Items don’t need to be home made. If you are able to help 
by bringing an item, please call Janet Laudeman, (310) 
316-7493 or email janetglaudeman@gmail.com.
If you bring items in ahead of time and they can be 
frozen, please mark them for Designs for Dining and let 
either Janet Laudeman know it is in the freezer. Please 
mark your containers so they can be returned to you. 
The items will be plated in the kitchen by our wonderful 
volunteers.

Parking-Very Important
If you're signed up to help with 
the event, thank you! Please do 
not park anywhere on the church 
grounds, there is ample parking 
(with no parking restrictions) just 
north of our church around the 
streets of Paseo de la Playa (same 
side of street as church), don't try 
to cross PV Blvd. Too dangerous! 
If you need to drop off something, 
drop off and move your car please. 
Our guests need parking spots. 
Some pre-paid guests have actu-
ally	left	when	they	couldn’t	find	
parking.
Bring a Friend or buy a ticket for 

a neighbor-come to the event to hear the speakers and 
enjoy the refreshments.

New 
5:30-7:30, Happy Hour Segment of the Show

Come enjoy a live jazz trio, there 
will be hearty appetizers, provided 
by Mama Terano’s (thanks to Chef 
Robert Bell), and wine and beer 
tasting. There will be tablescapes 
and boutiques for shopping.

Pick up extra invitations
Give a friend an invitation, or make 
a donation if you can. All proceeds 
benefit the St. Francis Outreach 
Scholarship Fund. We currently 
have 7 students in college (Katherine, Jackeline, Jocelyn, 
Jenny, Adriana, Elishebah and Noelle. We recently paid 
off a portion of loans for our July 2016 UCLA graduate, 
Richard Tucker. Jocelyn will graduate June 2017 from 
UCLA.

Lemons, Hidden Treasures (Silent Auction 
Items) & Shopping Bags

There is a box in the kitchen to bring lemons for our bev-
erages and needed shopping bags for our boutique.
Do you have something that you can live without and 
would like to donate for the boutique or silent auction? 
There will be a box in the church office behind Mary’s 
desk, or email Mary, mary_deley@yahoo.com.

Help Us Get the Word Out
There are flyers and posters available now, to take to a 
business that you frequent. They, along with invitations, 
are on the volunteer desk in the church office.

Designs for Dining 2017
Friday, February 24, from 10:00am -7:30pm
Designs for Dining is the annual fundraiser for the St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund (SFOSF)
We need your help—it takes a Parish.
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2017 Designs for Dining
C r e a t i v e  T r e n d s  i n  E n t e r t a i n i n g

Friday, February 24

10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

$35 Advance Ticket Price 
($40 at-the-door price) 

St. Francis Episcopal Church
2200 Via Rosa ¥ Palos Verdes Estates

310¥375¥4617
stfrancispalosverdes.org (designs for dining link)

5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Live Jazz by The OFPJ Trio

Complimentary Wine & Beer Tasting
Plough Vineyards & Scholb Premium Ales

Hearty Appetizers
Chef Robert Bell of Mama Terano

A Benefit for the St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund.

NEW
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Outreach at St. Francis
“ Love God, Love Others, Serve the World”
St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund

We welcomed Katherine Cotzajay to St. Francis on Janu-
ary 15.  Katherine was able to meet many members of the 
St. Francis Outreach Scholarship Fund and speak with 
many parishioners after the service regarding her future 
plans.  The committee to her to lunch and were able to 
see photos from her study abroad experience in Port 
Elizabeth, South Africa.  Katherine obtained a separate 
scholarship from another organization for this study 
abroad.  She was there for one year.
Katherine has a double major-- Psychology and Span-
ish and plans to finish out her senior year at Cal State 
Bakersfield and then pursue her Master's Degree.  She 
would like to return to South Africa after obtaining her 
degree to possibly teach English.  She loved the people 
and the country of South Africa.

Scholar Update
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Parish Calendar— Recurring Events - February 2017
Day Time/Location
Sundays
Holy Eucharist Rite I 8am Chapel

Sunday School
Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:55am / Follow Sign information
10am Main Church

AA meeting 7pm Board Room

Wednesdays
Holy Eucharist Rite I 12:10pm/Chapel

Day Time/Location
Mondays
Connecting with God 7pm Library
Education for Ministry 6pm Board Room
Thursdays
Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm - 9pm Choir Room

Alcoholic Anon-Al-Anon 7:30pm/Board Room/Library

Episcopal Church Women (ECW)
All St Francis Women are Automatically Members of the ECW

Among other events, the ECW sponsors the Annual St Francis Antique Show.
As in any Episcopal church, all women of the parish are automatically a member.
In addition, many of us are members of one or more of the Guilds, which are smaller groups who meet for social fel-
lowship and also to support various outreach or charitable causes.

How Do I Join?
We would love to see you at any of our events or meetings - just come along! Check out our Website Guilds page, and 
if any one or more appeals to you, contact the Chair for more information.
If you ever want to learn more about any of the guilds of the ECW, details and meeting times can be found on the par-
ish website or feel free to ask me. 

Anna Eakins, ECW co-President
Contact	via	the	church	office	on	-	310	375	4617.

News for February
Happy new to all. We are beginning this year with two new projects.

Diocesan Annual Meeting
Friday And Saturday February 24 & 25, All Saints Church, Pasadena—121St Annual 
Meeting. 
Friday evening’s speakers will be  the National ECW president and the Diocesan Girls Friendly 
president. On Saturday, the keynote speaker is the Rev. Becca Stevens, founder and president of 
Thistle Farms. This organization is run by and for survivors of human trafficking and prostitu-
tion. There is a registration fee. A car pool is forming. For more information go to www.ecwlos-
angeles.org/angels or contact Anna Eakins at 310-297-0701.

Our next meeting will be a thank you/welcome brunch February 12, 11:30am, 
in the board room.

New Feature
Have you ever noticed how difficult to meet some the 
people from the parish, with so many different age 
groups and two services? One of the guilds is taking time 
during their meetings to get to know one another better 
and I thought we could borrow their idea to introduce 
some our wonderful women to the parish. Joni McIntyre 
is our member of the month.

Seminarian Sponsorship
We have agreed to sponsor Laurel Coote, 
with encouragement and with small 
monetary gifts throughout the year. She 
is a seminarian who hopes to complete 
her studies by December, 2018. We are 
working on finding a date that she can 
come meet us.
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Meet The Women of the Parish - Joni McIntyre!

It is an honor to be asked to 
be the first in this series of 
“biographies”. Umm. How 

do I capsule 95 years into a 
few lines? My Memoirs book 
for my grandchildren took 15 
years to compile and over 100 
pages...

So here are the “Passages” of my life.
I was born in 1921 in Spokane, Washington, when bread 
was 10c/loaf and suspenders 50c/pair. My father owned 
his own business, we owned our home and had one car, 
a Hupmobile. We were considered middle class. Life was 
good and simple. We never locked our doors. Kids played 
marbles outside, stayed outdoors in the summer until 9:00 
pm and our parents never worried about where we were. 
We were playing ball or were on someone’s porch singing 
together.  
Then in 1929 the stock market crashed. Life changed for 
everyone. My father lost his business, but was one of the 
fortunate ones who got a job for $30 a week to feed our 
family of 5.  I was a “child of the “great depression” until it 
ended in 1933. We were poor, but didn’t know it. Everyone 
was.
Music was a part of our life. My mother was a trained 
operatic singer. We could 
not afford a piano, so 
we rented one for $3 a 
month.  My sister played 
the piano and I was given 
voice lessons during my 
high school years. I had 
the lead in operettas, was 
a paid soloist in church 
choirs and in the com-
munity.  This lead to a 
scholarship to W.S.C. 
(now W.S.U.). Maybe it 
helped, too, that I was 
Valedictorian of my high 
school class. W.S.C. had 
their own radio station and I was fortunate to have my own 
15- minute program on the air. Thus was my background.
On to the adult passages of my life. WWII changed life for 
everyone. My classmates were either off to war or becom-
ing widows at an early age. We bought war bonds, had ra-
tion coupons for gas, sugar and meat. We organized dances 
and parties for the troops from the Air Force base.

 At one of these functions I met a dashing “90-day wonder” 
officer (they were the men who were drafted to become 
2nd Lieutenant officers in 90 days). I guess he liked the fact 
that I had gas rations and a beat-up car (a Terraplane that I 
called my Terrapart), and asked me to marry him.  We mar-
ried three months later. An injury kept my husband in the 
States and I went with him from base to base, having my 
first child far from family or friends. 
When the war ended in 1945, the family settled down to 
a typical suburban life outside New York.  I resumed my 
singing and joined a local Gilbert and Sullivan troupe per-
forming around the area. Can you imagine me singing and 
tripping the light fantastic as a fairy in “Iolanthe”?
The next big “passage” was our move to Palos Verdes 
Estates in 1958 and our association with St. Francis. What a 
blessing the church has been for me over the years. My son 
was a pitcher on Rev. Tourigney’s baseball team and I was 
an active member of the church.  I pursued a career in sales 
and sales management as Regional Manager developing  
the South Bay area for Sarah Coventry, a party-plan jewelry 
company. 
My husband and I divorced in 1968 and thus began a dif-
ficult period in my life. I made a career change working for 
a company representing Norelco Business Machines. 
WOW! HOW LIFE CAN CHANGE! God has a plan for 
all of our lives. Sometimes we just have to be patient and 
give Him time to work out all the chess moves. In 1977 I 
met and married a wonderful, loving man, a widower who 
had retired from his management position at Pan Am. Oh, 
my goodness! I found that we could hop on a ‘plane and 

go first class all over the 
world. What wonderful 
times we had.
Sadly, my dear Ed died 
suddenly of a heart at-
tack in 1989. I still had 
my Pan Am privileges 
and I took full advantage 
of them until the airline 
went bankrupt. Because 
I was on stand-by and 
not sure of getting on, I 
usually had no reserva-
tions. What adventures I 
had! What friends I have 

made. My adventures have taken me to 60 countries (for at 
least a day) and more where I have touched ground for a 
few minutes.
In 1986-87 when I was President of our ECW and Nancy 
Rorty was Secretary, she invited me to join a group of la-
dies hiking in the Sierra Mountains. “Are you kidding? I’m 
65 years old I love camping, but I’ve never backpacked” 

Backpacking Cocktail Hour with the ECW!

Contd on p. 15
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These adventures were highlights of my life We were a 
group of older gals who met the last week of July every 
year, camping out at different sites of the wilderness areas, 
hiking every day on trails to heights from 8 to 12,000 feet. 
We dubbed ourselves “The Granny Squad”. This ended in 
1997 when the bears became more aggressive and ripped 
into one of our tents.
God decided in 1998 that I wasn’t ready for a rocking chair 
and needled me into forming the St. Francis Outreach 
Scholarship Fund. This has become one of the most re-
warding adventures of my life.

Joni McIntyre! (Contd.)

How in Heaven’s name was I supposed to go about this? 
Well, God knew. He provided me with financial help and 
clever people, and we were on our way. I have retired now, 
but the Committee is stronger than ever. After almost 20 
years, SFOSF is still changing lives for deserving and needy 
young students. God willing, it will continue to grow. For 
information about the Fund, read your Bellringer!
Thanks be to God for His blessings.

Joni McIntyre 

Parish Calendar — February 2017
Event Date Time Location
Altar Guild Meeting 2/1/2017 9:00 AM Board Room
MRC Cooking 2/1/2017 3:30 PM Kitchen & Board Room
Ministry Council 2/1/2017 6:30 PM Board Room
La Leche Meeting 2/2/2017 10:00 AM Library
Azure Verde Beaders 2/3/2017 9:00 AM Board Room
St. Teresa's Chinese New Year Event 2/4/2017 6:00 PM Parish Hall & Kitchen
No CRASH! and eMERGE this week. 2/5/2017

MRC Cooking 2/8/2017 3:30 PM Kitchen & Board Room
Memory & Aging 2/9/2017 10:30 AM Board Room
Vestry Retreat - Potluck 2/10/2017 6:00 PM Jennifer Sam's Home
Vestry Retreat 2/11/2017 9:00 AM Parish Hall & Kitchen
Building & Grounds Meeting 2/12/2017 9:15 AM Library
ECW Luncheon Meeting 2/12/2017 11:30 AM Board Room & Kitchen
MRC Cooking 2/15/2017 3:30 PM Kitchen & Board Room
Finance Meeting 2/15/2017 6:00 PM Paula's Office
Vestry 2/15/2017 7:00 PM Board Room
Azure Verde Meeting 2/16/2017 9:00 AM Board Room
Design for Dining - Set-up 2/19/2017 11:30 PM Parish Hall, Kitchen
Design for Dining - Set-up 2/20/2017 Parish Hall, Kitchen
Design for Dining - Set-up 2/21/2017 Parish Hall & Kitchen
MRC Cooking 2/22/2017 3:30 PM Kitchen & Board Room
Design for Dining - Set-up 2/22/2017 Parish Hall,  and Kitchen
Design for Dining - Set-up 2/23/2017 Parish Hall, Board Room and Kitchen
Designs for Dining Event 2/24/2017 Parish Hall, Board Room and Kitchen
Designs for Dining - Take Down 2/25/2017
Madri Gras/Shrove  - PANCAKE Breakfast 2/26/2017 9:00 AM Parish Hall & Kitchen
Madri Gras/Shrove-PANCAKE Breakfast 2/26/2017 11:15 AM Parish Hall & Kitchen
Antique Show Meeting 2/26/2017 11:30 AM Board Room
St. Anne's Meeting 2/27/2017 7:00 PM Parish Hall & Kitchen
Taizé- Service of Healing and Wholeness 2/28/2017 7:00 PM Chapel & Board Room
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St. Francis Episcopal Church
2200 Via Rosa (At Palos Verdes Blvd)
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
www.stfrancispalosverdes.org  
310-375-4617/ FAX 310-791-2740
The Very Rev. Paula Vukmanic, Rector-Elect and Dean of Deanery 8
The Rev. Peter Huang, Associate Rector
Mrs. Kate Buchen, Minister for Children and Families
Dr. Jeannie Cobb, Director of Music, Youth and the Arts
Mr. Hank Gatlin, Coordinator of Shared Ministries
Dr. Hyunju Hwang, Organist  
Dr. Susan Marshall, Communications Specialist 
Joel Miranda, Sexton
Elaine Mistele, Business Manager
Mary Sanchez, Office Administrator

Articles and comments are welcome.
Submit to publications@stfrancispalosverdes.org, 
or to the church office By the 15th of each month
Change service requested
Time dated material

No LoNger AtteNdiNg st FrANcis? 
If	you	would	like	to	stop	receiving	the	Bellringer,	please	help	us	save	costs	by	contacting	the	Parish	Office	—		
Phone:	310-375-4617,	Email:	mary.sanchez@stfrancispalosverdes.org	or	FAX	310-791-2740.	THANK	YOU!

Lenten
TaizÉ

 
Tuesday, February 23rd

7pm Chapel

Next TaizÉ
Holy Week

March 22nd


