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EVANGELICAL
peace,Joy
generosity
As we find abundance of life in Christ, our lives overflow with a

and

that blesses the world.

share

We do not hesitate to

where this comes from

so others may be inspired to seek this kind of life for themselves.
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READ

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told
them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Matthew 28: 16-20 - "The Great Commission"

REFLECT

For many of us in mainstream churches, the word “evangelical” can arouse
mixed feelings. We worry about being associated with the words and deeds of
others in the name of evangelism, or perhaps we are wary of getting involved
in that stereotypical in-your-face, knocking on doors, brand of spreading the
Good News.

ACT

Set yourself a challenge:
the next time you go out into the
world, remind yourself that you do so
- whatever you may be doing as a disciple of Christ.
Challenge yourself to feel God’s abundance
• wherever you are,
• in whatever you are doing,
• in whoever you meet;
and to respond by being an inspiration
to others in your thoughts and deeds
- and, indeed, your words - as you go
about your business.
Repeat daily, and when the moment
comes, be ready to put all hesitations
aside and proclaim the Good News!
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Nevertheless we are all called as followers of Jesus to “go and make disciples”
of others. So how can we be evangelical and remain true to ourselves?

A good place to start might be two words from our St Francis values statement:
joy and generosity. We don’t need so much as to persuade as to inspire,
to lead lives of such joy and generosity that others are are drawn to want to
know more. We can be evangelical not only in words, but in joyful thoughts and
generous deeds. We can strive to live lives that act as a beacon to others,
a bright light of the love of Christ that draws others in not by compulsion,
but by being a living inspiration to others.
And when the moment comes - as surely it will - that someone asks “where
does your peace, joy, and happiness come from?”, we should not hesitate for
one second to respond “From the love of God, and my faith in Christ”.

PRAY

Lord, help me:
to do all the good I can,
by all the means I can,
in all the ways I can,
in all the places I can,
at all the times I can
to all the people I can,
as long as ever I can.
Amen

(Adapted from John Welsey's Rule for
Christian Living)

