
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
December 31, 2017, 10:00 am 
 
Please take a moment to silence your cellphone. Thank you. 
 

The Word of God 

Prelude: Of the Fatherʹs Love Begotten       Lani Smith 
 
Please STAND, as able, and join in singing, 
Processional Hymn                       Of the Fatherʹs Love Begotten   Hymn #82 
 

The Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.  Amen. 
 

The Collect for Purity 
Celebrant Let us pray.  
All Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  
 and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ  
 our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.   
Celebrant Let us pray. Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that 

this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson Isaiah 61:10‐62:3   
1st Reader A Reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah. 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations. 

For Zionʹs sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalemʹs sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
and her salvation like a burning torch. 

The nations shall see your vindication, 
and all the kings your glory; 

and you shall be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the Lord will give. 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

1st Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Celebrant/Deacon: The Very Rev. Paula Vukmanic  

Preacher: The Rev. Michael Neils 

 

 A † appears in the margin 
where you may wish to make the 
sign of the cross over your body. 
Making the sign of the cross is a 
choice left to each worshipper.  

  

It is simply a way to engage 

your entire body (not just your 

speech and mind) in worship,  
and physically to signify  

embracing the blessing of God.  
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Remaining seated, please join in singing,  
The Response                                        Psalm 147                                                ST ANNE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Second Lesson Galatians 3:23‐25; 4:4‐7  
2nd Reader A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians. 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore 

the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has 

come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem 

those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God 

has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ʺAbba! Father!ʺ So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a 

child then also an heir, through God.  
2nd Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please STAND, as able, and join in singing the first verse of ‘Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!’. 

Gospel Procession                             Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!   Hymn #107 

Good Christian friends rejoice 

With heart and soul and voice; 

Give ye heed to what we say: 

Jesus Christ is born today; 

ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
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The Holy Gospel  John 1:1‐18          
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 

God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 

being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 

believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlight‐

ens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 

what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 

he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 

man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a fatherʹs only son, full 

of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ʺThis was he of whom I said, ʹHe who comes after me ranks 

ahead of me because he was before me.ʹʺ) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed 

was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only 

Son, who is close to the Fatherʹs heart, who has made him known.  
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Please join in singing the second verse of ‘Good Christian friends rejoice!’, as the Gospel Procession returns. 

Good Christian friends rejoice 

Now ye hear of endless bliss; 

Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He hath opened heaven’s door, 

And we are blest for evermore. 

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!  
 

Please be seated for 
The Sermon   The Rev. Michael Neils 

There will be a moment of silence for reflection following the sermon. 

 

Please STAND, as able, and join in saying, 

The Nicene Creed 
All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,  

 seen and unseen.  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the       

 Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,   

 of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
 

  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in  accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.  

  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection   

 of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Please remain STANDING, as able for 

The Prayers of the People 

The People read the responses in bold. 
 

God of darkness and silence, you have pierced the quiet of night by speaking your Word in the flesh of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.  May your Word of compassion and reconciliation resound throughout the world.   
Let the heavens rejoice:  
and the earth be glad. 
 

In this Christmas season, Christians throughout the world are celebrating Christʹs birth. Unite us in one family that 
we may shine with the one light that scatters all our darkness. Let the heavens rejoice:  
and the earth be glad. 
 

In this Christmas season, the angels proclaimed your Peace. Strengthen all who work for peace and justice, especial‐
ly those who serve in the armed and foreign services of our country and their families — Drew Deley, Kelly Hall,  
Mark Kappelmann, TJ Malzahn, Scott Ruston, Michael Strong, Jonathan Zimmerman and Steve — as well as those 
who advocate peace in all places of conflict in our world, especially in the place of Christ’s birth.   
Let the heavens rejoice:  
and the earth be glad. 
 

In this Christmas season, you came to us in a child cradled in straw, a borrowed bed because there was no room in 
the inn. Open our hearts to the needs of those who are homeless and hungry. Let the heavens rejoice:  
and the earth be glad. 
 

In this Christmas season, shepherds and outcasts heard your good news. Give us grace to spread your gospel of joy 
and liberation. Let the heavens rejoice:  
and the earth be glad. 
 

In this Christmas season, we rejoice at this time of rest and recreation. Be with those who travel, enrich our rejoicing, 
and strengthen the bonds between us. Let the heavens rejoice:  
and the earth be glad. 
 

In this Christmas season, your living Word came down, shedding light on all who dwell in darkness and the shad‐
ow of death. Give strength and peace to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially Andrea, Howard Dale,  
John Dingee, Ceri Falk, Dato Family (Kelly Lynch’s sister), Rob Fitting, Hector Gutierrez, Mama Hill,  
Elizabeth Hodgson, Chong‐Kyun Kim, Marjorie Morris, Munoz Family, James and Reiko, Jerry Rosenthal,  
Anne Shepherd, Steve Smith, Hayward and Phyllis Thomas, and all those we name to you now:  
(Please add your prayers silently or aloud).  Let the heavens rejoice:  
and the earth be glad. 
 

In this Christmas season, heaven and earth embrace. Through your Child you give us power to become children of 
your Light. Fulfill in your love all who have gone before us in a faithful death, especially those we name to you now:  
(Please add your prayers silently or aloud). 
May we, like them, remain faithful to the mystery of the Word made flesh and live in your eternal light.  
Let the heavens rejoice:  
and the earth be glad. 
 

Silence 
 

Celebrant In you we find our true joy, O God. Let this Christmas season be a time of appreciating the love of Jesus 

your son, the presence of God in our hearts. Help us radiate the Light of Jesus Christ.  We pray through 

the Holy Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
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The Holy Communion  
 

Offertory Anthem                        Come to Bethlehem                                  Peter Warlock 
 

Susie Zimmerman and Marian Horton (Susieʹs daughter), duet 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see the newborn King; come and lay your heart before him while you sing.  

Lo, the God of earth and heaven, Lord of all, lies within the manger of an oxʹs stall. 
 

Born of God the Father in the bliss above, born a baby in a stable for our love.  

Lord of all creation ere our race began loves to be and call himself ʺThe son of Man.ʺ  
 

Holy Mary, Virgin Mother, gave him birth; see her meekly kneel before him on the earth.  

Let us kneel with her and lovingly adore Christ her Son, our God and King forevermore.  
 

 

 

Please STAND, as able for,  

The Offertory Hymn                        O Come, All Ye Faithful.    Hymn #83 vs 1 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come, and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 

Refrain: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 
 

Please remain STANDING, as able, for 

The Offertory Prayers 
Celebrant Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; through your goodness we have this bread and wine to offer, 

which the earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the Bread of Heaven  

 and the Cup of Salvation. 

People Blessed be God forever. 

Celebrant Receive, O Lord, these gifts presented by your holy people for the work of your holy Church. 

People Blessed be God forever. 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,  

Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us 

heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world,  

we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with  

Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 
 

Please join in singing, 

Sanctus                                ʺGloria in excelsis Deo!ʺ (Glory to God in the Highest!) 
Refrain from Hymn #96 

 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
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All stand or kneel as the Celebrant continues. 

We will read the remainder of the Eucharistic Prayer responsively, with the People reading the parts in Bold. 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the call‐

ing of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh,  

Jesus, your Son.  
 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 

world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have 

brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, ʺTake, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
 

Do this for the remembrance of me.ʺ 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, ʺDrink this, all of 

you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Whenever you drink it... 

...do this for the remembrance of me.ʺ 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People    We remember his death, 

    We proclaim his resurrection, 

    We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 

this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  
 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 

In the fullness of time, bring all things under the influence of your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 

where, with St Francis and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,  

now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 

All Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread        
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

The Fraction Anthem                 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence             PICARDY 

The Communion of the People 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion. Please follow the directions of the ushers. Kneeling or standing, 
each person receives the Bread* in the palm of the right hand, eats, and then guides the cup for a sip of the Wine. If you do not 
wish to receive or are not yet baptized, we encourage you to come forward to receive a blessing. Simply fold your hands across 
your chest when you come forward.  The clergy will carry Communion to anyone in the congregation who is unable to 
come forward.  Please notify an usher if you wish to be served in your seat. *Gluten‐free Communion wafers are availa‐
ble. If you require one of these, simply ask at the Altar rail. 

 
 

Communion Music                                                   O Holy Night                                         Adolphe Adam 
 

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining, it is the night of our dear Saviorʹs birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, ʹtil he appeared, and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope! The weary world rejoices for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

Fall on your knees! O, hear the angel voices. O night divine! O night when Christ was born! 
 

Led by the light of faith, serenely beaming, with glowing hearts by his cradle we stand. 

So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, there came the wise men from the orient land. 

The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger, in all our trials born to be our friend. 

He knows our need, to our weakness no stranger. Behold your King! Before him lowly bend. 
 

Truly he taught us to love one another. His law is love, and his gospel is peace. 

Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, and in his name all oppression shall cease.  

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, let all within us praise his holy name! 

Christ is the Lord! Then ever, ever praise we. His power and glory evermore proclaim.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have come with a particular prayer concern today, after receiving Communion  you may come to 

the Nason Prayer Chapel to the right of the altar rail where someone will be available to pray with you. 



Please kneel or stand as able 
The Post Communion Prayer  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
All  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  
The Christmas Blessings  
Celebrant May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, scatter 

the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.  Amen. 

 May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and 
make you heralds of the Gospel.  Amen. 

 May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his peace 
and favor.  Amen. 

 And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you for ever.  Amen. 

 

Please stand as able, and join in singing,  
The Closing Hymn                      Earth Has Many a Noble City                    Hymn #127 

 
The Sending Forth 
Celebrant Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God!   
 
 
Postlude: Das alte Jahr vergangen ist (The old year has passed), BWV 614          J. S. Bach 
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